“A Chiron but more brutal, designed to slice and bully the air” 
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Official fuel consumption figures for the new Audi A6 Saloon TDI range in mpg (1/lOQkm) from: Urban 
150 - 117 g/km, Official fuel consumption figures for the new Audi A6 Avant TDI range in mpg (1/lOOkm) 

CO 2 emissions 155 - 124 g/km. These vehicles are WLTP (Worldwide Harmonised Light-Duty Vehicles Test Procedure) type approved vehicles, 
different manufacturers and to accommodate the full transition to this new testing regime, we have displayed the NEOC figures. These NEDC figures are 
derived from WLTP testing, and may not be equivalent to NEDC figures from NEDC testing, so comparisons may be unreliable. Fuel consumption and 
fuel consumption and emissions data. Some features are optional. Images shown for illustrative purposes only. Models shown are not UK specification 
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The new Audi A6 

It's time 


Touch screen controls. Voice commands 
in everyday language. Intelligent sat nav 
that knows how to avoid traffic. 
The new Audi A6 doesn't just save time. 

It helps you make more of it. 



44.1 (6.4) - 56.5 (5.0), Extra Urban 52.3 (5.4) - 67.3 (4.2), Combined 48.7 (5.8) - 62.8 (4.5). CO 2 emissions 
from: Urban 43.5 (6.5) - 54.3 (5.2), Extra Urban 50.4 (5.6) - 64.2 (4.4), Combined 47.9 (5.9) - 60.1 (4.7). 

More information is available at beta.audi.co.uk/wltp. However, in line with Government guidance, to facilitate comparison between different models from 
the values for this vehicle used in registration arid taxation documentation until further notice from the UK authorities. These NEDC figures have been 

options may affect 























Tucson 


re wa ra i 


T' A I 


Test drive a New Tucson and save £500. 


/ m 


We believe in hard work. It’s the reason our cars are so well made that they 
come with a 5 year unlimited mileage warranty. And it's why the New Tucson is 
even more refined inside and out. But hard work needs a reward. Which Is why 
we’re offering an additional £500 saving, if you buy one after taking a test drive. 

Book a test drive at hyundai.co.uk today. 


<@> HYurmni 



UNLIMITED 

MILEAGE WARRANTY 


Fuel consumption in MPG (1/100 km) for the New Tucson range: Urban 29.4 (9.6) - 57.6 (4.9), Extra Urban 44.1 (6.4) - 61.4 
(4.6), combined 37,7 (7.5) - 58,9 (4.8) CO* ranges from 173-125g/km, Figures quoted refer to new testing procedure WUP (Worldwide 

Harmonised Light Duty Test Procedure). Until 2020, these WLTF figures are converted to obtain updated IStEDC values that are displayed above. These test figures are 
for comparative purposes and may not reflect actual driving results. Test drive & buy any New Tucson before OIHO/IS to receive £500 towards your purchase. Can 
be used in conjunction with existing offers, except scrappage & affinity* Participating dealers only. For full T&Cs visit hyundairCO.uk 
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Bugatti Divo 


For 25 years, 513 issues, hundreds of thousands 
of pages featuring over three million images and 
nearly a billion words,’ TopGeor magazine has 
strived to deliver the most diverse, entertaining 
and exclusive access to the automotive world. 

A promise that I hope you’ll agree this, our 25th 
anniversary special issue, delivers on. 

Our birthday celebration starts with our exclusive access to the Bugatti 
Divo on page 84, a €5m piece of money-no-object automotive excess. For 
us mere mortals, the financial metrics of cars like this are hard to compute, 
especially when you add into the equation the prerequisite to be a Chiron 
owner to even be considered worthy of entry to this exclusive club. What is 
easier to understand is the thinking behind its creation. Limited to 40 cars 
and sold out before it had even seen the light of day, the Divo delivers profit, 
while offering a much-needed injection of brand visibility as the team in 
Molsheim busies itself with creating and delivering Chirons and negotiating 
with their owners, the VW Group, about investment in the next model. Sadly 
Bugatti couldn’t be persuaded to give us one as a 25th anniversary present. 

Back in ’93, when our journey started, few would have predicted the rise 
of SUVs, but their dominance shows no signs of slowing. While purists rail 


against their ascendence, it could be argued that they have inadvertently 
saved the sports car. The arrival and profitability of the Cayenne helped fuel 
the GT division of Porsche, and that pattern has been repeated across most 
of our favourite performance brands. Because we’re not wired correctly, we 
felt this offered the perfect excuse to gather together the greatest tow and 
track car combinations at Dunsfold for a showdown on page 64. What we 
discovered is younger members of the TG team can’t reverse a trailer and if 
SUV dominance is the penalty we have to pay for cars like the GT3 RS, AMG 
GT R and Huracan Performante, then it’s OK with us. 

Elsewhere in the issue, Ollie Marriage finds a Velociraptor while 
dinosaur hunting in Mongolia, Rowan Plorncastle visits the home of one of 
the world’s most eclectic car collectors and takes the stunning $40m P4/5 
for a drive around Manhattan, and Ollie Kew tests the US Army’s newest 
wheels, the Oshkosh JLTV. It’s a features list you’re unlikely to find anywhere 
else in the world, and one I hope you’ll enjoy reading as much as we did 
creating it for you . 

Who knows what the next 25 years will bring? But on behalf of the 
whole TopGear team, I’d like to take this opportunity to thank you for your 
continued support. 

Thank you, enjoy the issue... please send cake. 



Charlie Turner editor-in-chief 

@TopGearEditor / editor@bbctopgearmagazine.com 
‘some of these figures may be slightly off, but you get the idea... 
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DISCOVERY SPORT 

NEVER STOP 
DISCOVERING 


rLAND^ 
TROVER a 


ABOVE & BEYOND 




The great thing about mud? It scares most people off, leaving life's adventurers free to 
explore the fields, forests, nooks and crannies of the world. Our Terrain Response system 
adjusts to multiple surface conditions, taking you to new places In the great outdoors. 
The only question is whose turn is it to wash the dog? 

landrover.co.uk 


Official NEDC Equivalent (NEDCeq) Fuel Consumption for the Land Rover Discovery Sport range in mpg (l/IOOkm): Combined 
31.0-49.6 (9.1-5./). C0 2 Emissions 208-149 g/km. The figures provided are NEDCeq calculated from official manufacturer's WLTP 
tests in accordance with EU legislation. For comparison purposes only. Real world figures may differ. C0 2 and fuel economy 
figures may vary according to wheel fitment and optional extras fitted. 
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AUTQUA TK 


#Disc6v,er Your Planet 


@seiko_prospex 

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM 


The man who lived 31 days under water 


Fabien Cousteau, Ocean Explorer 


“We have explored less than 5% of our ocean world,” Fabien tells us. 
“As we push further, longer and deeper, we can learn a lot more.” 
For the adventurous, discovery has no boundaries. 




SINCE 1881 




















THINGS WE’VE LEARNT THIS MONTH 
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I f at first you don’t succeed, stop 
thinking logically and draw 
something so white-hot radical it 
burns a hole straight through the 
middle of the drawing board and lands, still 
smouldering, on the floor.” It’s not official, but we 
can assume that’s the brief at Audi’s 'Design Loft’ 
in Malibu, California, which has dreamt up this 
electric hyper-estate inspired by Audi’s dominant 
decade in Le Mans racing. This 23rd-century 
rollerskate is the Audi PB18 e-tron. 

Ignore the underwhelming name with initials 
referring to the car’s unveiling at the Pebble Beach 
festival of brightly dyed corduroy and champagne 
pricier than liquid platinum. Concentrate instead 
on details like a low, mid-mounted 95kWh solid- 
state battery, capable of accepting a 310-mile 
charge in 15 minutes, thanks to 800-volt charging. 
Or, if you’re less stung by range anxiety, a claimed 


0-62mph sprint of two seconds flat. That comes 
courtesy of three electric motors: one shared 
between the front wheels, and one each for the 
rears, developing a combined 661bhp, but capable 
of short 'overboost’ spurts up to 753bhp. So far, 
so 'generic electric supercar concept study’. 

What makes the PB18 different is its love 
for you. Yes, you. The driver. Audi wants you to 
enjoy yourself. This is the first battery-powered 
hyperpod we can remember which doesn’t twin 
its bowel-bothering urgency with visions of a 
self-driving, computer-controlled utopia. There’s 
none of that 'you enjoy the twisties, then let the 
microchips take over for the commute’ rhetoric. 

In fact, Audi says the skunkworks codename for 
the PB18 was Level Zero, to ram home the fact it 
couldn’t be further in philosophy from the Level 4/ 
Level 5 grades of self-driving autonomy it’s 
currently scrambling to offer in flagship models. 



Sliding cockpit concept not yet ready for 
right-hand drive. TG readies spanners 



(( 
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Should’ve stuck with Level Zero, Loft-scribblers. 
It’s better than PB18. Unless you fetishise accurate 
private numberplates. 

So, there are no self-driving guardian angels 
on board. But you can alter how you experience 
the ultimate in Vorsprung durch Elektrisch - as 
long as you’re happy to trust a machine with no 
mechanical connection whatsoever between its 
brake pedal and the carbon discs, nor its steering 
wheel and those 22-inch front tyres. Thanks to 
the wonders of drive-by-wire, Audi’s designed the 
entire cockpit of the PB18 to slide from stage left to 
dead centre. Bucket seat, pedals, steering wheel 
and OLED head-up display - which overlays the 
ideal racing line on circuit into your field of view, 
or satnav directions on the way home into your 
eyeline - all shuffle as one. Get the full single- 
seater racecar experience, or ride side-saddle with 
space for a passenger via a flip-down jump seat. 


Audi might have hit on something with the 
ultra-flexible cabin idea. Despite being Aventador- 
sized, this is a practical supercar. The shooting 
brake tail - home to an extending rear wing and 
drooping diffuser which morphs closer to the road 
to generate more downforce - allows for a 470-litre 
boot, not far off what an A4 wagon musters. 

There’s a Professor Brian Cox brain’s-worth 
of physics going on too: magnetic conductive 
charging, corner-hungry torque-vectoring, laser 
headlights and so many lightweight construction 
elements the car only weighs 1,550kg - 
Lotus-like for a full EV. Yet beneath 
it all, it’s intended to be a 
selfish, skill-rewarding driver- 
thriller. And (unlike the R8 
e-tron) it deserves to become 
science-fact. Third time 
lucky... OLLIE KEW 


Audi's been producing e-tron 
concepts since ’09, The first-gen m 
e-tion was quickly canned in 2013 
due to disappointing range. The Mkll 
RE launched with a 456bhp leccy 
vei sion, but fewe* than 100 of the $lm 
special-order EVsweieever built 


Shock Audi product 
placement in Star Wars 
dogfight confirmed 
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The Aventador SVJ 
is peak Lambo 

Faster than a Porsche 911 GT2 RS around the ’Ring and at least 200 
per cent angrier, the 217mph SVJ is what Lamborghinis are all about... 
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SV means “superfast, 
while the J stands for Jota 
a name last used on 
maximum-attack Miuras 
and Diablos from the 
Seventies and Nineties 



D his is the new Aventador SVJ, the 
most extreme version of Lambo’s 
big-boy supercar yet. It's a car we 
already know to some degree, 
having already driven a prototype (TG 312, 
and on TopGear.com) and seen it demolish the 
Niirburgring production-car lap record. This, 
though, is our first glimpse of the SVJ without 
any confuddling camouflage. 

And doesn't it look punchy? Lamborghini 
has tacitly admitted that it draws on “every 
inspiration from a space ship to a jet fighter", 
citing them as “the most exceptional examples 
of super-fast, super-athletic, aerodynamic 
superiority". Has Lambo relocated its design 
office to Area 51? We missed the memo... 

As is the way, much of its design has been 
led by aerodynamics, with a new version of 
Lambo’s ALA active aero tech. As a result, the 
SVJ hikes up downforce by 40 per cent over 
the old Aventador SV, but with a much higher 
proportion at the front of the car to make the 
handling much sweeter. Indeed, it proved a lot 
more confidence-inspiring when we drove it, 
with the addition of 4WS also assisting. 

Other highlights include its new engine 
cover, made from lightweight carbon and 
removed via quick release clips, like a proper 
racing car. Rear visibility doesn’t look 
exceptional, but we suspect wayward 
pedestrians will see - and hear - you coming 
anyway. There’s enough glass to glimpse the 
skin-crawlingly offset engine cover, at least. 

That engine is a 760bhp 6.5-litre V12, still 
completely free of turbos to make its sound 
and throttle response unmatched, save for 
Ferrari’s top-level V12s. It’s good for 0-62mph 
in 2.8secs, 0-124mph in 8.6secs and a top 
speed of 217mph. Which is what all Italian 


supercars claim. With enough clear runway, 
you might eke out a bit more... 

Other tweaks over the SV include 
suspension that’s stiffer, but with a larger 
damping range - so it should actually be a 
bit more usable - as well as retuned steering, 
a sharper-reacting 7spd paddleshift gearbox 
and a 4WD system that sends a slightly higher 
fraction of power to the rear wheels. 

Beyond the extra downforce and the 
addition of 4WS, all of the SVJ’s changes over 
the SV are relatively small. It was hardly a big, 
slow softie, after all. But they’ve all come 
together to make it much sharper to drive. 
Some of the tweaks are ingenious, too; see 
how the exhaust pipes have moved up above 
the diffuser, making it look more striking? 
That also moves the exhaust system closer to 
the engine, shaving off a little bit of weight. 

Unveiled at Pebble Beach in California at 
the end of August, the car you see here is the 
SVJ 63 special edition, marking Lamborghini’s 
1963 founding year and with - you guessed it 
-just 63 being made available. It comes with 
“rich use of carbon fibre”, but we suspect 
that’s something you can deploy with a 
suitably large budget and some inventive use 
of the configurator. Which you might as well, 
with a base car likely to provide little change 
from £350,000... STEPHEN DOBIE 





Pinin’ PFO wants in 
on hypercar wars 

All-electric, £1.7m and 250mph top 
speed... it isn’t mucking about 


Heritage. Pininfarina has it in spades, which 
makes its newest venture - a separate 
carmaking entity called Automobili 
Pininfarina - something exciting to behold. 
Mainly as it’s planning an electric hypercar 
that’ll see the scary side of 250mph. 

Welcome to the PFO. Or at least the back 
of it. Underneath a full carbon-fibre body 
sits a powertrain capable of 0-62mph in 
less than two secs, 0-186mph in less than 
12, and that scary top speed. AP reckons 
on 310 miles of range, less so if perchance 
you fall upon an empty autobahn... 

AP is looking to a 2020 launch date for 
the PFO; the year Pininfarina celebrates its 
90th anniversary. No more than 90 are 
expected to be built, each costing in the 
region of £1.7m each. 

“Pininfarina’s design values of elegance 
and simplicity present us with a fantastic 
opportunity to stand out from the styling of 
most current sports and hypercars,” design 
boss Luca Borgogno says. 

Like we say, heritage. VP 






















Ooh the mystery, what could 
possibly be behind those 
mesmerising swirls? 



BMW in 
sharp-handling 
3-Series shock 

BMW has tired of sweet¬ 
steering Alfas and put 
new 3-Series back on top 


n es, we’ve bagged a drive in the 
next BMW 3-Series before it’s 
been properly unveiled to the 
public - that’s due in October. The 
camouflage isn’t really fooling anyone, though 
- it’s fairly obvious this is a new BMW saloon 
car, albeit wider and longer than the car it 
replaces. Even so, BMW’s claiming weight 
savings of around 55kg. 

The key gain is the track width, which has 
grown by 30mm, the centre of gravity also 
lowering by 10mm. The goal here, clearly, is for 
BMW to reassert its best-selling model as the 
driver’s choice among the junior exec gang. 

Its new CLAR (Cluster Architecture rear- 
drive platform) is 50 per cent stiffer than that 


of the outgoing car. BMW has also invested 
heavily in some trick dampers with hydraulic 
bump stops, too, for even the lowliest models. 

Basically it’s sharper, more accurate and 
predictable than ever. We know because we 
drove it on the Niirburgring. The chassis is 
perfectly balanced - thank the 50:50 weight 
distribution for that - the steering quick and 
accurate, the nose resisting understeer, and 
there’s that whiff of rear-drive push if you’re 
looking for it. The steering has some feel, too. 

BMW’s still got about 10 per cent final 
tuning work to do, but even so - unless the 
engineers massively drop the ball - the 3-Series 
will re-establish itself at the top of the class. 
Order restored. KYLE FORTUNE 




The DB5 from Goldfinger is 
back... with actual gadgets 

Expect me to talk? No, we expect revolving numberplates 


Aston has announced a run of 
25 brand-new DB5s, modelled 
after one of the world’s most 
famous movie cars: the 
Goldfinger DB5. Just like the DB4 
GT Continuation models we 


saw at the end of 2016, Aston is 
building 25 brand-new Aston 
Martin DB5s, built as “authentic 
reproductions” of the exact car 
that Connery, Brosnan and 
Craig all drove in various 


screen outings. By authentic, 
Aston mean things like revolving 
numberplates “and more”. We 
suspect the ejector seats and 
oil spray won’t make the cut, 
though we live in hope. VP 
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This concept follows the 
Prototype 9 from a year 
ago - an even more 
amPitiously retro EV in 
the style of a pre-war 
grand prix car 
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The P10: inspiration from 
old cars made before 
Infiniti existed 


retro at 
Pebble 

Speedster concept is blast 
from its very brief past 


nfiniti isn’t like its competitors. 

It doesn’t have much of a history. 
No legendary, decades-old models 
on which to base special editions 
of its diesel crossovers, or use as inspiration 
for concept cars it has no intention of building. 

Concepts like the Prototype 10, which its 
maker says is an attempt to “recapture the spirit 
of early speedsters”. And presumably dupe the 
elaborately trousered, expensively loafered 
people of Pebble Beach into thinking a brand 
founded in the late Eighties has ‘heritage’. 

While we’re 110 per cent sure Infiniti isn’t 
going to start building single-seater speedsters 
all of a sudden, elements of the PlO’s design 
will trickle down into its road cars. 

Not the single-seat layout, though, which 
is supposed to be indicative of the brand’s 
“driver-focused approach”. 


Design director Karim Habib calls it “looking 
back to go forward”. He says the P10 draws on 
“some of the most iconic and evocative designs 
of all time” to show how excited Infiniti is about 
the upcoming era of electrification, and what 
traits punters will come to associate with the 
EVs, range-extenders and hybrids it’s set to 
start selling in 2021. 

The PlO’s flat upward-facing surfaces 
echo the “uninterrupted nature of electric 
power delivery” the company says, while the 
geometric lines that punctuate the bodywork 
are supposed to reference the “shock of sudden 
acceleration” imbued by an EV powertrain. 
There’s not much to the cabin: one seat, 
obviously, mounted low on the flat floor, 
a four-point harness and brake/accelerator 
pedals. It’s far out, sure, but with no back 
catalogue, top marks for imagination. TH 























Marc Newson is the 
design genius behind this 
€25,000 Ferrari book 

OK, it sounds like quite a lot of money, but it’s the same amount 
as a few carbon bits on your 812, so really it’s good value... 


arc Newson is a man in command 
of an astounding aesthetic vision. 
Projects include the bottle for 
Hennessy’s XO, the packaging for a 
Louis Vuitton fragrance, Nike’s VaporMax, and 
the beautiful Atmos 568 timepiece for Jaeger- 
LeCoultre. On this the mechanism appears to 
be floating in air, encased in Baccarat crystal. 
Newson has suspended time itself. 

Now he’s done a book on Ferrari. It’s a 
collaboration with Taschen. This is no ordinary 
publication, particularly if you fork out for the 
Newson-designed Art Edition; produced in a 
limited run of 250 examples, each costs €25k. 

“Benedikt [Taschen] wanted to do a book 
on Enzo Ferrari, in the same vein as the one 
Taschen produced on Muhammad Ali,” Newson 
explains. “It coincided with Ferrari’s 70th 
anniversary, so it became broader in scope. 

I always thought an exhaust manifold would 
make the most fantastic art piece. They’re 
inherently sculptural, and I’d never seen it 
used in this context. 

“It’s something you could only really do 
with Taschen. No one else would entertain 
the idea of essentially casting an engine block. 


I took the quintessential Colombo V12 engine, 
reproportioned it, and made the cam covers 
open and close. We had to design every 
component, so it was complicated.” 

Having trained in sculpture and jewellery 
design, his appreciation of surface form is 
evident. An aviation enthusiast as well as a 
car lover, he exploded onto the scene with the 
Nineties Lockheed Lounge, a riveted chaise 
longue fabricated from aluminium plates. 

Only 10 were made (plus a few proofs and a 
prototype), and it’s currently the most valuable 
piece of furniture made by a living designer: 
a new record was set in 2015 when Phillips in 
London sold an example in auction for £2.43m. 

About half of his time is spent at Apple. He 
won’t be drawn on exactly what he’s working 
on right now, for obvious reasons, but Apple’s 
long-anticipated automotive project, Titan, is 
said to be firmly on hold. “I don’t know, I can’t 
say if the Apple car is on or off,” Newson says. 

He’s a car guy, though. He owns a Vignale- 
bodied Ferrari 225 S and Bugatti Type 59, and 
had a Cisitalia 202 MM but sold it (“absolutely 
beautiful to look at, but a bitch to drive”). In 
his youth, back in his native Australia, he drove 


a Citroen DS. The greatest automotive design 
ever? “It’s top 10 for me. I’d nominate the Alfa 
Romeo 33 Stradale. A Bugatti Type 59 from a 
purely aesthetic point of view, the Lamborghini 
Miura of course, and so many Ferraris. I felt 
like I started in the Seventies and just went 
back and back. Now I’m properly pre-war, 
in love with Talbot-Lagos and Delahayes.” 

Such is his reverse journey that he’s no fan 
of modern car design - or more accurately the 
corporate culture that it operates within. “The 
automotive world is too self-referential, too 
myopic. They don’t get out enough. We have 
a modern car for the family, but I don’t drive 
it, I find it particularly soul-destroying. I would 
prefer to take a taxi or walk, quite honestly.” 

Eventually, he admits to admiring the Audi 
A2 and Volkswagen’s XL1. Both are clever, 
quirky, and uncompromising. He also rates 
the current Range Rover. “They’ve done an 
amazing job of taking ownership of that space,” 
he says. But he’s really not happy. 

“Having had the privilege of working with 
Apple, you can see how design is conceived, 
how ideas are created. It’s a rarity in industry, 
because most things are designed by the board. 
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Not content with just 
taking inspiration from 
aeronautical 
engineering (for his 
Lockheed Lounge 
chaise longue), 
Newson also 
designed a private 
jet in 2004, the 
Kelvin40, named after 
the aPsolute zero guy 


One thing sets Apple apart: they lead, they 
don’t follow. Everyone else follows them.” 

Intriguingly, he’s only been involved in one 
automotive project, the still-captivating Ford 
021C, unveiled back at 1999’s Tokyo motor 
show. Will there be more? It seems unlikely. 

“Look, I don’t want to sound so disparaging, 
but I still feel there is a leap to be made. I’d 
hazard a guess and say that most automotive 
designers really don’t have much clue what’s 
going on in fashion. There needs to be more 
cross-referencing, more contamination. It’s 
really clear to people like us because we can 
look from the outside in.” 

‘I’m not saying people in the automotive 
world need to come and talk to me, but I think 
it would help if there was a broader frame 
of reference. I’ve talked to Flavio [Manzoni, 
Ferrari’s design vice president] about it, and 
he for one is open to having that dialogue. 

I appreciate that the creatives in these 
industries are shackled to an extent, they’re 
working for incredibly hierarchal companies.” 

Unsurprisingly, his approach - and punchy 
opinions - have put him at loggerheads with 
the car design world. “He has no idea just how 
difficult it is,” one senior figure told me. I ask 
Newson to define his role. 

“We’re problem-solvers, guns for hire. If you 
can’t solve different sorts of problems, you’re 
not a good designer,” he replies. “If you were 
just making chairs day in and day out, you’d 
probably be a great craftsperson, but maybe 
not a great designer. I don’t see a fundamental 
difference between designing a pen, bottle or 
boat. They’re all made of something. They’re 
all performing a particular function, and the 
objects themselves are solving problems.” 

“You’re left with learning about materials, 
processes, technologies, but those things could 
be applied to anything. When I design luggage, 
I’m inspired by what I learned when I was 
working for Nike. There’s a lot these industries 
can learn from each other, but few people 
make these connections because they don’t 
have the opportunity and they don’t identify 
the opportunity. But I do. I am a control freak 
- that goes without saying. You have to be.” 

On which note, Elon Musk is widely thought 
to be the closest the car industry has come 
to Apple’s ex-chairman, CEO and co-founder, 
Steve Jobs. As someone who knew him, I ask 
Newson whether it’s a cult of personality thing. 

“Tesla is as close as you’ll get to a 
dictatorship. There’s one guy there, deciding 
what he wants. It won’t happen in the 
conventional power structures. In terms of 
his singularity, there are some similarities 
[between them]. But in terms of taste, I’m 
not sure. Steve Jobs had a fantastic vision 
and great taste. It’s a subjective thing to talk 
about, but...” JASON BARLOW 
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Flared wheelarches? Where 
we’re going we’ll definitely need 
flared wheelarches. And a tailfin 




streamliner with a Comfort setting. Then decide 
on a sound output to be piped from the car’s 
on-board jukebox. Choices include the turbo V6 
whoosh of the Lewis Hamilton’s current FI W09 
EQ Power+ (erm, no thanks) or the cacophonous 
rumble of Mercedes-AMG’s thundering 4.0-litre 
bi-turbo V8. That’s better. 

This future-tech-meets-old-fashioned-larking- 
about vein runs deep through the fully carbon- 
fibre EQ Silver Arrow (its slippery hue is a 
multi-layer silver paint evoking the polished 
metal bodies of pre-WWII racers). Take the 
digital cockpit as an example. Virtual racing lines 
and even a ‘ghost’ opponent car are overlaid onto 
the front aero screen, like the early, crashy forays 
through Gran Turismo or Forza. A built-in Virtual 
Race Coach relays tips for scoring faster lap times 

The Silver Arrow has 
come back to the future 

Mercedes muses what its Thirties racing streamliner could spawn 
with FI materials, electric drive and on-board ghost buster... 


eading this magazine from front 
to back, are you? Good. You’ll have 
already spotted this year’s Pebble 
Beach car-luxe-festival has lit the 
touchpaper on a series of all-electric super¬ 
concepts from Audi, Infiniti and Pininfarina. 
Unbowed, Mercedes has been busy with its own 
entry. The EQ Silver Arrow plunders real heritage 
(not Infiniti’s wish-we-were-there wistfulness) 
and applies an electrified spin to the record- 
breaking Benz single-seaters of the Thirties. 
Imagine, if you will, this design study as a fantasy 
future for Formula E. Oof. Yes please. 

Now dismiss that mouth-watering notion. 
Sorry. This is merely the design department 
getting demob-happy over the summer 
holidays, but it does include some design traits 


we’ll see in the upcoming Tesla-fighting EQ 
electric offshoot imminent from the Mercedes 
mothership. Blue detailing, wraparound lights 
and rose-gold wheel spokes, for example. Just 
don’t expect said wheels to be these 26-inch, 
168-spoke monsters. 

Driving them is a 750bhp powertrain juiced 
by an 80kWh battery good for a 248-mile range, 
but unlike Audi’s Pebble Beach limelight thief, 
the EQ Silver Arrow is light on propulsion details. 
Mercedes isn’t worried with quoting 0-62mph 
times or top-speed calculations. Instead, it’s 
busied itself with solving the awkward issue of 
electric racing cars not making enough noise. 

Delve into the steering-wheel-mounted 
touchscreen and first, choose between Comfort, 
Sport and Sport+ modes - yep, this is a 750bhp 
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as you speed along, too. Didn’t Need for Speed 
offer a similar function? 

If you’re uninterested in eSports, perhaps 
antiques are more your thing. Good, because 
Mercedes has outfitted the cockpit of the EQ 
Silver Arrow like a land-speed record-breaking 
drawing room. There’s saddle brown leather 
upholstery, aluminium fittings and solid walnut 
trim. Not even Lewis gets walnut in his whip. 

Nor does Mr Hammertime’s weekend ride 
offer central heating. Two-nil to the reborn Silver 
Arrow, then, which features Mercedes’ patented 
Airscarf gadget, which has been wafting soothing 
warm gusts from headrest vents onto the napes 
of chilly SLK and SL drivers for yonks. Jokes 
about racing drivers already spewing enough 
hot air on a postcard, please. OLLIE KEW 


Spot the Merc W125 
resemblance? 
Rudolph Caracciola’s 
1937 road speed 
record of 268.9mph 
wasn’t beaten until 
2017, by Koenigsegg 




Out goes the folding hard-top, in 
comes a fabric roof - Z4 returns 
to its original remit... 



New Z4 is fine... 
but is that enough? 

Don’t worry - it’s been a long time 
coming, but they haven’t messed it up 


The journey from concept to production isn’t always 
an easy one, and our immediate hunch is that the BMW 
Z4’s was particularly fraught. From a clean, simple and 
sophisticated show car, this is the third-gen Z4 you’ll 
actually be able to buy. 

Does it look a bit like an old Merc SLK in its 
proportions, or is that just us? Either way, this First Edition 

- a Z4 M40i - gets a 335bhp 3.0-litre straight-six turbo, 
driving the rear wheels via a paddleshift gearbox and 
an M Sport differential. The Z4’s not always been 
especially adept at handling, but giving this Mklll version 
a better go at taking down the Porsche Boxster is 50:50 
weight distribution - the driver and passenger placed 
right in the middle - and some electronically controlled 
dampers. The Z4’s returned to its roots with a regular 
soft-top too, which should make it lighter and more agile 
than the folding hard-top car it replaces. 

This First Edition comes in the same Frozen Orange 
paint as that concept, with its debut at the same place 

- Pebble Beach. The rest of the range and more 
in-depth technical details will be revealed at the Paris 
Motor Show in October. SD 
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Fair to say Lego was 
bricking it when this brief 
dropped onto its desk 


Bugatti Chiron gets the lightweight Lego treatment 

Life-size 1.5-tonne Chiron made from a million Technic bricks is an ode to Danish ingenuity 


H here was a lot of silence,” explains 
Lego’s senior art director Allan 
Jensen. “It was quite funny, I’ve 
never seen them like that.” 

No surprise, really, considering the 
brick-shaped gauntlet thrown into the Lego 
Technic engineers’ briefing room back in June 
2017: build a Lego Bugatti Chiron. A full-size 
Lego Chiron. And make it move. 

It was only after project manager Lukas Horak 
and his team stopped laughing they realised this 
was no joke. Then silence. “These projects always 
start with laughing, and then the problems come.” 

So here we are: just over a year of problems, 
13,500 man hours and more than one million 
Technic bricks later, we’re staring at the most 
astonishing Lego project ever created. A full-size, 
1.5-tonne ode to Bugatti’s mind-bending Chiron. 

Though, of course, the Lego wasn’t allowed to 
bend. “We first started out exploring the limits 


of Lego Technic,” explains design and build chief 
Lubor Zelinka. “The model builders spent a lot of 
time building various samples and then sitting 
on them. Maybe not the most scientific approach 
but it worked for us at the beginning,” he laughs. 

These layers of Technic frames were then 
interlocked with pins and beams to create a 
frame, and wrapped in Technic panels for 
sturdiness. This was laid over a steel frame; 
one of three 'parts’ that aren’t Lego (the others 
being the Chiron wheels and a steel roll cage). 

Then we come to the skin. They invented a 
Lego ‘fabric’, made of small triangular elements 
attached to the frame via actuators. Move the 
actuator up or down, the triangle ‘fabric’ moves, 
allowing the engineers to recreate the Chiron’s 
shape. Which they did purely from pictures of 
the big Bug. And without using glue. Nada. 

Pavel Volny, the electronics maestro, was 
given the task of making it move. “It wasn’t 


easy,” he smirks. Inside sit 24 motor packs, with 
96 Lego Power Functions motors per pack. 
That’s... 2,304 motors in total, and each motor 
pack is made entirely out of Lego bits. Prepare 
yourself: this equates to 5.2bhp and 681b ft. 

These are then connected by a steel chain to 
the main driving shaft, itself then connected to 
the rear axle. Yep, it’s a rear-drive Chiron. Top 
speed? Theoretically, 18mph. There’s no throttle 
pedal: a pair of batteries powers the motors, and 
you move forward via a potentiometer that 
determines the voltage levels. Brakes? There’s 
a pedal for those; when you hit it, the electro¬ 
magnetic clutches on the rear axle disconnect. 
There’s even a fully functional rear spoiler. 

“Lego is full of petrolheads,” Lukas told 
us. “As fans of cars, we were really amazed 
that we were even able to do a Bugatti. It’s a 
dream come true.” 

Yep. Nobody’s laughing now. VIJAY PATTNI 
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Diesel is the lazy, fat 
bastard sitting immobile 
on the sofa, cracking 
farmyard farts” 



In April, Bosch claimed to have developed new 

technologies that would allow diesel engines to 
meet all future emissions targets for passenger 
cars. Volkmar Denner, Bosch’s, er, boss, 
promised to end the death-of-diesel debate with 
new technology to cut NO x by “10 times lower 
than limits set for 2020”. 

Isn’t it strange that in the fallout of a 
massive scandal, the largest car-parts supplier 
has suddenly happened across a way of fixing smelly old 
oil-burners? Without wanting to sound unduly sceptical, how 
has Bosch managed to achieve such a dramatic step-change 
in diesel cleanliness? Moreover, why should we care? 

Because let’s face it, the diesel era of the car is over. The 
people with large foreheads at Bosch could declare pretty 
much any advance in diesel, and people just wouldn’t care. As a 
public-relations exercise, persuading car buyers diesel is actually 
a good thing is now marginally less challenging than opening a 
chain of hardware stores in late Forties UK called Himmler. 

And you know what? I’m glad we’re seeing the rapid death 
of diesel. The stuff is bloody horrible. Who really wants to don 
a plastic glove to fuel their car anyway? Not me. I’ve always 
been suspicious of a so-called fuel that doesn’t seem especially 
interested in actually catching fire. Ever tried to light a bonfire 
with it? It’s a nightmare - I’m sure a clever physicist, 
probably from Bosch, could present an equation that 
demonstrates how, in the sphere of bonfire lighting, 
diesel requires more energy to combust than it 
produces once it’s burning. 

Perhaps this is what lurks at the heart of my 
general dislike of the stuff. It’s the lazy bastard of the 
fuel world. If super-unleaded is the sprightly young, 
sparky type that wants to be helpful and get on in life, 
diesel is the lazy, fat bastard sitting immobile on the 




sofa, cracking farmyard farts. I have always been 
staggered by the lengths the clever people (again 
from Bosch) have had to go to get this nasty 
swamp oil to deliver what a passenger car 
required from it. I can remember sitting in some 
soporific press conference nearly 20 years ago as 
some engineer said something about ‘common- 
rail’ technology, and I was too busy drawing 
amusing but anatomically correct phalluses on 
the notebook of the chap next to me to hear much else; other 
than something about pressurising the fuel to 300 bar. At this 
point I stopped scribbling willies, looked up and thought: 
“Christ, that’s technically a bomb.” 

The latest (and probably the last) diesels have added 
another zero to that figure, with piezoelectric injectors capable 
of pushing 3,000 bar. The technology is mind-bending. But it’s 
also a metaphor for how absurd the diesel engine has become, 
because, ultimately, diesel behaves with a truculence that 
shows it never wanted to be in this position in the first place. 

It’s all very well celebrating the Audi SQ7’s 429bhp 4.0-litre 
diesel V8 and its sequential exhaust-gas-operated turbos and 
third electric turbo, and injection pressures similar to those at 
the bottom of the Mariana Trench, but what you’re actually 
doing is listing the absurd tricks needed to cajole that slimy 
shit which, once trodden in, takes about 20 minutes of extreme 
scuffing to clear away, into playing bah. In 2007, BMW made an 
atmospheric V8 petrol engine that produced the same power. 
No turbos, no DPFs, no bullshit. 

So farewell, then, diesel. At least for the medium term. 

It might be that something clean can be derived from that 
particular fraction of crude oil, but I don’t think the consumer 
wants to hear it just now. I’d far rather have a small petrol 
engine and some batteries, though just how sustainable 
making the latter in large quantities will be remains to be seen. 
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“Perhaps we could have a 
Mimic Me feature, where 
autonomous cars learn your 
driving style after a few days” 




What gives a car character? I’d suggest character 

comes from the way a car makes you feel, through 
the way it looks and sounds, the way it breaks down 
or falls apart on a routine basis or, crucially, the way 
it responds to your inputs. But if we’re racing towards 
a future of self-driving pods that no longer require 
inputs, will autonomous cars be devoid of character? 

If all autonomous cars have a user-drivable mode, 
then great, we can pilot them ourselves from time to 
time and divine some form of character from those interactions. But 
if a manual mode either doesn’t exist or is restrictive, cars will lose a 
huge part of what makes them unique. And if that becomes the case, 
we’ll have to think of new ways to make them more interesting. 

One thing that worries me is they’ll all drive identically. I dread 
the day when I’m sat inside an autonomous Audi or BMW with my 
eyes closed and can’t tell what I’m being wafted about in. I don’t 
mind if autonomous cars potter slowly about by default, but nobody 
wants to potter all the time. I want to be able to hit a Sport button, 
yell “Hey Siri, get on with it” (or whatever we’re hollering in 2055), 
and have the car respond by performing everything with a touch 
more urgency, in a way that showcases its personality. 

More importantly, there should also be a way of imposing our 
personalities on our cars. In vehicles with a switchable autonomous- 
to-manual mode, perhaps we could have a Mimic Me feature, where 
the car learns your driving style after a few days, and 
chooses the most appropriate way to drive depending on 
the road, the time of day, or how late you are for the 
next appointment in your calendar. 

Some of us love to accelerate safely but 
determinedly through the gears, or to lift off the 
accelerator as we pass people at bus stops so they 
can hear our exhausts pop, or overtake 



everything in sight. Why shouldn’t our robotic cars 
pander to such tastes? 

It’s not like having a variety of driving styles will 
lead to crashes - they’ll all communicate with each 
other wirelessly anyway, so accidents should be 
impossible - even if everybody flicks the ‘go mental’ 
switch at once. 

The Alexas and Siris of this world are becoming 
a much bigger part of our lives, and I can see such 
digital assistants evolving dramatically, particularly where cars are 
concerned. Mercedes already has a Hey Mercedes feature in the new 
A-Class, but what’s to say we won’t be able to personalise assistants 
and give them unique names? Maybe they’ll become so clever, so 
personal to us, that they’ll do everything from adjust the heating or 
set destinations, as they can already, to becoming a friend, like KITT. 

And if we’re no longer driving our cars, we’ll have more time to 
interact not only with our digital assistants, but also other road 
users. Car-to-car dating might become ‘a thing’, and perhaps we’ll 
start flirting with people in traffic with the help of our infotainment 
systems. It’s perfectly feasible that every car will know every driver’s 
relationship status, so why not exploit that? If I drive alongside a 
fellow singleton that my car deems ‘my type’, then I want it to sound 
the horn, roll the window down and play some Barry White. On 
their stereo. Maybe it could initiate a video chat, or offer them the 
option of accepting a new waypoint on their satnav to the nearest 
cinema, coffee shop or Holiday Inn. 

However things end up, these are the sorts of considerations 
we’ll need to discuss if cars aren’t to become a boring mess of 
identical shuttles. Gars, as well as giving us freedom to travel, must 
also thrill us, surprise us and challenge us. And who knows? Maybe 
one day, driverless cars may end up having more personality, more 
charm and more character than those we know and love today. 
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“He’s good in the dry, good 
in the wet. Good when 
the car is good, good when 
the car is not good” 






#20 Gil de Ferrari, 


sporting director, McLaren Racing 


Was Fernando Alonso’s decision 

to retire from FI a shock? Not really; 
you could sense that his interests 
were broadening - he raced in the 
Indy 500 and tried his hand at 
sports-car racing last year, winning 
the Le Mans 24hr. I guess he’s ready 
to try something different. 

The thing about retiring, and I speak from personal 
experience, is it’s very much an internal journey. Imagine 
you’ve been doing something ever since you were a kid, the 
sole purpose of your life. You wake up every morning thinking: 

“I know what I’m doing today - I’m trying to become the best 
driver I can be,” then all of a sudden it shifts, when you’re still 
in the prime of your life. 

A decision like this has a dose of logic, but also a dose of 
emotion. Those same emotions and same logic that drove him 
to be one of the best drivers in the history of our sport, never 
mind FI. Is retiring now a good decision? I don’t think that’s 
for anyone to judge other than himself. 

If I were Fernando, I would look back at my career and be 
incredibly proud of what I accomplished. Maybe in the record 
books some others have achieved higher numbers, but the 
numbers are not the full story. If the end result wasn’t there, 
he was able to do incredible things with what he had in his 
hands. I believe being a good racing driver is about much 
more than just being fast - there are so many things you 
need to master to become a FI world champion. 

Jackie Stewart once told me: “You know when 
you’re really good when nobody knows you’re having a ^BUiobUO 



bad day, apart from yourself.” Well, Fernando was great at 
that. To me, he’s always having good days, all of the time. 

He’s an expert at feeding back to the engineers. Data can 
tell you what the car is doing; only a driver can tell you 
what a car could do if you did X, Y or Z. Judging by how 
popular he is, you have to assume he dealt with the media - 
FI’s conduit to the fans - extremely well, too. 

I can’t claim to be his best buddy, but I find him a pleasure 
to deal with, both from a personal and a professional perspective. 
He’s very professional. Very professional. When we were in 
America it’s like nothing else existed in his mind but doing 
well in the Indy 500 - his focus was incredible. 

Placing him in the pantheon of greatest drivers is always 
tough because different decades in our sport rewarded different 
talents. But the era I’ve personally witnessed in motorsport, 
from the late Seventies to today, I would definitely rank 
Fernando as one of the greatest I’ve ever seen. He’s good in 
the dry, good in the wet, good in the damp. Good when the 
car is good, good when the car is not good. Good in qualifying, 
good in the race. Good at overtaking, good at starts. 

Not enough credit is given to drivers in a difficult car, 
battling their way to finish fourth when the car should 
have finished seventh. Those performances are 
sometimes hard to spot, but Fernando’s great gift 
is being able to extract a result. 

What’s next? Well, I know he loves to be competitive, 
he loves to be in a fight - that side of his personality 
is still very much alive and kicking. It doesn’t feel 
like he’s about to walk away from racing 
altogether, to me. 
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PHOTOGRAPHY ROD FOUNTAIN, DAVID HOLLY, CANON 









Here’s what happened when Canon gave a budding car photographer 

the opportunity of a lifetime at Dunsfold 


anon’s latest range of DSLR 
cameras, from the entry level 
EOS 4000D to the superbly 
versatile EOS 77D, plus a few 
handy insider tips, can take 
your car photography to the next level. 

From making sure the location is 
perfect to the type of car you’re shooting, 
plus using any surrounding landmarks 
and details to your advantage, there are 
plenty of ways to make your images stand 
out. Canon’s mission was to find a lucky 
would-be sharpshooter and give them a 
car photographer masterclass at Dunsfold. 
Canon launched the #CanonCapturedStories 
competition on Instagram, and quite a few 
of you got involved with your best pictures 
of your favourite drive. There was a Canon 
EOS 77D DSLR camera and two lenses up 


for grabs, as well as the masterclass at 
Dunsfold and the chance to get action shots 
of one of the most beautiful cars out there. 
Read on to find out who won this exclusive 
opportunity, and how it all went down on 
the track. 

Time to focus 

On a blazing hot summer’s day at Dunsfold, 
competition winner David Holly from 
Belfast was specially flown in with one 
mission: get perfect shots of a Jaguar 
F-Type with the shiny new Canon DSLR 
he just won, under the guidance of expert 
photographer Rod Fountain. 

It was a special moment for avid 
petrolhead David, as he explained: “I’ve 
been a TopGear follower since the first series 
and it’s been a big inspiration to me.” 


Rod began the masterclass by taking David 
through the car’s angles in a stationary 
setting, before hunkering down for some 
dramatic views of the Jag in action. Look 
to your left and you'll see some of David’s 
best shots. He was full of praise for Rod’s 
guidance: “He’s taught me how to use the 
contours and design of the car against the 
light and the contrast of the landscapes, 
where to focus in and where not to, and how 
you can use additional lighting equipment. 
This was the first time I’ve used a Canon, 
and there’s so much intuition without even 
having to go into Photoshop.” 

As for the future? David has bags of 
inspiration for his next shoots, and he 
couldn’t resist a little pitch of his own: 

“If TopGear are looking for an additional 
camera man, I’m happy to volunteer!” 



Canon explore the range at canon.go.uk/dslr 







Torquing point 



The C7 Apex Limited Edition is a milestone moment in the journey of 
Christopher Ward. Not only does it celebrate the first prototype of our 
in-house movement five years ago-a crucial step in confirming our place 
as the first British watch brand to create its own commercially viable 
movement in 50 years - but its exposed dial confirms the Apex's place as 
the futuristic concept car of our motorsport collection. 

Do your research. 



Christopher 

Ward 


christopherwa rd.co.uk 
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Time was when the sight of a stickered-up tuner car complete with a wing that requires council planning 
permission was far from a welcome sight in a northern city centre. But this isn’t a still from one of those 
Traffic, Cops, Action compilation shows that sustain high-numbered Freeview channels. Actually, it’s from the 
first Red Bull Drift Shifters competition to take place in Liverpool. New Zealander ‘Mad’ Mike Whiddett dreamt 
up the tyre-shredding event back in 2012, which now features on-board sensors that rate each drift for speed 
and audacity to rank who’s the best oversteer merchant. That’s right, folks: joyriding’s been gentrified. 
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Sabine 

Schmitz 


TG’s own Queen of 
the Nurburgring talks 
‘borrowing’ cars and 
Porsches with soul 






MY HE 
HCARS 


T he first car I drove was my mum's, when 
I was 17 - she never used it, so it was 
easy as the key was always on the desk. I 
just decided to grab it and go - and head 
straight to the Nordschleife. That was a BMW 
318i. My mother wondered why the tyres were 
always worn, and the brakes were soft, and why 
the petrol was always gone. One day I took her 
car for a race and I put it back in the garage 
on slicks. Then she took it to the hairdresser. 
The good thing is it was so foggy she couldn't 
go very fast. She came home and said: “I don't 
know what's wrong with my car; I steer to 
the right and it drives to the left.'' 

I was always a BMW fan, but didn't have 
the money for a BMW. My mum bought me a 
Volkswagen Polo GT when I was 18-1 put a 


roll cage in it, and I drove it on the 'Ring as often 
as I could. I had it for two years. Then I drove in 
the Ford Fiesta Mixed Cup, and I got a car from 
Ford. It was a Sierra Cosworth, rear-wheel drive. 
I won a couple of races with that car. 

I drove a few more Fords, then I got my 
first BMW, which was an 850 CSi. I had a 
horse trailer to take to a competition, so I asked 
a friend of mine if he could put a hook on the 
BMW. It was nearly impossible because the oil 
cooler for the rear axle is on the back of the 
850. So I said: “Can't you put the cooling system 
somewhere else?''. He said, “Yes, no problem, 
bring me the car!'' 

Now I have a couple of cars. I have the racing 
car - a Porsche GT3 R, plus a Porsche Boxster S 
in black. It's quite nice to have a convertible 


in the heat. And I have a Ford pickup that I 
use on my ranch. 

We have another GT3 R for the road, 
and a GT3 RS and a GT2 RS, so a nice Porsche 
collection. I must say, the GT2 RS is a weapon. If 
you want to go on a track with it, you really have 
to think if it's necessary or not! Because, I mean, 
it's bloody fast. The suspension is so soft so you 
have traction, but it's really forcing the goal with 
that car on the Nordschleife - it's very dangerous 
and very hard to keep on the track. 

I like our Porsches, they handle nicely, but it's 
a lot of work. It's not like a BMW M6 - that's so 
easy to drive, and where's the challenge in that? 
That's why I get bored in a BMW or a Mercedes 
- they might be made for the racetrack, but my 
Porsches have a little bit of soul. 
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Volkswagen Polo GT 



Ford 5 terra Cosworlh 





DODGE 

VIPER 

The Viper's AOOlb ft isn’t the 
meatiest torque out put in this list, 
but its massive 8.4-iitre. naturally 
aspirated ViQ is surely the least 
stressed engine this side of a 
cruise liner's. Unlikely to be great 
in a crosswind tankslapper. 


MERCEDES 

S6S AMG 

Torque is the reason AMG persists 
with V12 versions of its mightiest 
products. The bi-turbo vss are 
actually quicker, but there's 
something beguiling about 
conducting 7381 b ft of near- 
silent urge. 


TESLA 

MODEL X 

Fun fact, towing fans: Tesla's SUV is 
the only EV currently certified for 
towing, Most EV makers don't 
condone it due to range find wear 
n’ tear grumbles. The Model X, 
meanwhile, can shift a record- 
breaking 2,250kg. Ludicrous. 



BENTLEY 

MUL5ANNE SPEED 

The grand old Mu bonnes 6 . /5-litre 
bi-turbo V8 'only' makes 550bhp. 
but its effortless torque reserve - a 
majestic 8111b ft - truly dwarfs other 
luxury saloons. And it's a much less 
vulgar to wear than a Bentayga, 
don’t you think? 


BUGATTI 

CHIRON 

Probably quite tricky to attach a 
tow bar to that giant central exhaust 
tunnel. But when you've 1,1801b ft 
on tap, needs must. Incidentally, 
the current caravan land speed 
record is 141.9mph. Any billionaires 
fancy a challenge? 


KOENIGSEGG 

REGERA 

Another handy candidate for 
hyper lowing is Sweden's 
gearbox-free, hybrid ultra-GT. The 
Regera's electricity-augmented V8 
stamps out a colossal 1,4651b ft - 
five times the Caravan Club's 2018 
favourite, the Skoda Kodiaq diesel, 



CORVETTE 

zm 

We're perilously close to consumer 
advree here, so let's get back on 
track. Not only is the 7501b ft 
superVette a strong contender for 
towing, that huge reai wing is an 
ideal lashing point for extra tow 
ropes. (GM may disagree). 



ASTON MARTIN 

DBS SUPERLEGGERA 

Hurrah, Britain has built a Ferrari 812 
Superfast rival. Sure, the Brit has 
more weight and less power. And 
it’s slower... but its6641b ft minces 
ihe Italian's 53Qib ft. Ask anyone, 
toi que is what you use on the road. 

Especially for towing a Cygnet. 



JAGUAR 

F-TYPESVR 

Jaguar Land Rover fits pretty much 
the same 4x4 powertrain as it uses 
in the ultimate RR in its pretty 2dr 
Jag, So it figures that the F-Type 
SVR should tie just as adept at 
towing, Strangely. Jag isn't returning 
our calls to find out if this istiue. 
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Own more than one fancy watch? Bored of packing up your luxury velvet cases every time you head 
off on a business trip to Dubai? Nevei fear. This carbon-fibre watch roll' [i.e. a car ry case safe holder lube 
thing) comes lined with neoprene and includes “a signature Bamford Watch Department watch tool*. 
Japanese ceramic glide rails keep it sliding smooth and it locks into place with a satisfying twist. It can 
hold four watches as large as the Rolex Deepsea, 


BAMFORD CARBON-FIBRE WATCH ROLL 


£ 1 , 650 ; bamfordlondon.com 


SINN DUAL STRAP SYSTEM 


DICK TRACY OFFICIAL WATCH 


Have you spent tens of thousands of pounds on a designer 
watch, plus the measly £300 for an Apple Watch, and can’t 
choose which to wear? This strap lets you wear both. 
The dual-buckle contraption fits watches with a lug 
width of 22mm and Apple Watches in both sizes. 


In 1946, comic-book police detective Dick Tracy debuted the 
Two-Way Wrist Radio Watch. Now. 70 years later, it’s been 
reimagined with this officially licensed speaker watch. Bluetooth 
capabilities let you connect to any smartphone to make and 
receive calls right from the watch, with just 1.000 units made. 


$270: watchbuys.com 
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NEWS? 


Overheard on the internet, 
so it must be true... 



North Carolina State 
Highway Patrol has 
managed to catch a 
22-year-old who drove 
his Dodge Hellcat at 
198mph on public 
roads before doing 
donuts in the muscle 
car and speeding 
off. How? The driver 
posted footage of 
his escapades on 
YouTube. Two helpings 
of idiot pie, please. 


The first 40 Formula 
E racing cars are up 
for sale. They were 
only ever leased to 
the teams and are 
now expected to fetch 
$200k each at auction. 
Batteries are included. 
But kinda used ones. 


To pep up the ageing but 
excellent Golf R hot hatch, 

VW has announced 40 - yes, 
forty - new colours for the 4WD 
flagship. Sadly, said hues are 
only availbable in the US, as a 
$2,500 option. Options include 
TNT Orange, Traffic Purple and 
Ginster Yellow. Seriously. 


AMG is prepping a 
soft-top version of the 
hardcore GT R, weirdly. 
It’ll raise the number of 
variants of the snarling 
Porsche 911 rival to 
eight. Hurry up, AMG. 
There are 23 flavours 
of 911, as it stands... 





Land-speed 

records 

1898 Magnificently named Frenchman Gaston de Chasseloup-Laubat 
sets the first recognised land-speed record, hitting a dizzy 39mph in his 
electric-powered Jeantaud Due. “See? Told you this petrol thing would 
never catch on,” says everyone. Several disgruntled horses point out 
they can do 39mph no problem, but no one’s ever given them a shiny 
certificate. 

1902 American mogul William K Vanderbilt reaches 76mph in his 
petrol-powered Mors Z. “See? Told you this electric thing would never 
catch on,” says everyone. 

1904 In Ostend, Belgium, Louis Rigolly and his Gobron-Brillie pass 
the lOOmph barrier for the first time. To this day, this remains the most 
exciting thing to have happened in Belgium. 

1924 British daredevil Ernest Eldridge breaks the speed record on 
the public road, hitting 146mph in Fiat’s ferocious Mephistopheles. 
Adjudicators suggest that, in future, warning other road users first 
might be polite. 

1924 At Pendine Sands in Wales, Malcolm Campbell sets his first speed 
record, reaching 146mph with a little help from an 18.0-litre, V12 aircraft 
engine. To this day, this remains the most exciting thing to have happened 
in Wales. 

1935 Malcolm Campbell becomes the first man to break 300mph, 
having relocated to Bonneville Salt Flats after complaining, “There’s 
nowhere in Britain to really put your foot down nowadays.” 

1963 Craig Breedlove passes 400mph in his missile-shaped, jet-powered 
Spirit of America. “Told you this petrol thing would never catch on,” says 
everyone. Debate rages over whether Spirit of America should technically 
be classed as a car, on account of its turbojet not driving its wheels, and 
also not having a glovebox large enough to fit a copy of the Highway Code. 

1997 Thrust SSC clocks 763mph in Nevada’s Black Rock desert, 
becoming the first car to break the sound barrier. Wing Commander 
Andy Green discovers that, at such speed, bystanders can actually hear 
your screams before they’ve exited your mouth. (This is a joke. Wing 
Commander Andy Green has never screamed in his life.) 

2017 Bloodhound, the car aiming to crack the l,000mph barrier, makes 
its first public run at Newquay Airport in Cornwall. Despite the 54,000bhp 
car only reaching a modest 200mph, to this day locals still speak in 
hushed tones of the “fearsome orange mechanical beastie and its furious 
hunger for speed”. 
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HOT AM NTHERED 

We watch helplessly as a one-off concept goes up in flames 

Issue 183 - this month in 2008 


25 th ANNIVERSARY 
SPECIAL OFFER 



T his was never going to be a 
normal day, but it starts 
innocuously enough. A nervous 
TopGear journalist standing 
around on a wind-swept airfield, 
waiting while men cleverer than us 
fiddle with and prime a priceless 
concept car - one that just happens to 
be a full-blown, 460bhp triple-rotor, 
LMP2 racer underneath. 

Stig appears from nowhere, as he 
generally likes to do, and goes first, 
ripping around the airfield sending up 
a huge rooster tail of dust in his wake. 
Bill Thomas is next and spends the 


following hour firing the car up 
and down the tarmac under the 
watchful eye of the Furai support 
team, works driver Mark Ticehurst 
and the local fire crew. 

Job done, Bill retires to write 
his words, while photographer Lee 
Brimble snaps another few fast runs, 
determined to make the most of 
this exclusive opportunity... and to 
capture the blue cone of flame that 
shoots out the exhaust. End of the 
runway, Ticehurst turns the car and 
there it is, a lick of fire at the bottom 
of the engine bay, and a terrible noise 


to boot. But Ticehurst has no idea, so 
we honk and wave and scream and 
eventually he gets the message and 
jumps out just as the flames, fanned 
by a strong wind, take hold. The fire 
crew arrives and tries in vain to put 
it out, but the high-pressure hoses 
simply rip the bodywork from its 
skeleton. Lots of heads in hands. 

The worst part? We had to keep 
it secret for five years until allowed 
to tell the full story in our 20th 
anniversary issue in 2013. Drama 
of the highest order, but a piece of 
TG history we’d really rather forget. 

















WATCHES OF THE MONTH 



You don't buy a G-Shock because you want a good-looking, stylish watch. You buy one because you 
want a watch that isn't going to break. Ever, These things are the horologlcal equivalent of the Toyota Hilux 
- they just don’t die. And the carbon bezel of this G-Steel is supposed to make it tougher still. You can also 
Bluetooth it to your phone, because why the hell not? g-shock.co.uk; £650 



HUBLOT • Plh’l I Ol- 

BIG BANG BLUE 

Just in time for winter, it's the 
especially summery and 
amusingly named Spirit of Big 
Bang in rnicroblasted 8s 
polished blue ceramic. A 
see-through dial exposes the 
self-winding chronograph 
movement, hublot.com; £N/A 



UN1MATIC LEM I 

Another diver from the 
Italian iminimalists at Unimatic. 
Seiko innards live inside 
a DLC-coated steel case. 
They're only doing 200, making 
this a cheap way into 
a limited-edition watch. 

A cool one, at that. 
unimaticwatches.com; €625 



TIMEX 

GREAIS BAi'MAN 

This conftab with American 
shoemaker Greats was 
inspired by its founder's 
childhood holidays. We 
couldn't really give a damn 
about that. But. hey. the watch 
he's helped design looks nice.,, 
tJrnex.com; $105 



RICHARD MILLEkl I t 

ADVENIUHE IOURBILLON 

Inspired by Sly Stallone, the 
25-01 chrono has a tourbillon 
movement, spirit level, 
compass, and a chamber’ big 
enough to hold five watei 
pur ification tablets, Limited to 
20 units, it costs near ly Sin lilllon. 
rlchardmitie.com; $983,000 
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Daytona Motorsports boasts the UK’s premier 


k^rt racing venues, perfect for high-octane 
corporate events, unforgettable parties, or 
just for racing your mates 




here’s nothing quite like that feeling when you strap in, slide 
the visor down and lock your eyes on the tarmac stretching 
in front of you. Let’s face it, unless you lead a very lucky life, 
you don’t get to hoon around, smoking the tyres with the 
ultimate goal of unbridled speed very often, and Daytona’s 
circuits are the ideal place to channel your inner Lewis Hamilton. 

Daytona Motorsport has circuits in Milton Keynes, Sandown Park and 
Tamworth, and its zippy two-stroke DM AX karts make the perfect chariot in 
which petrolheads can experience top-level kart racing. There is an enticing 
range of different events you can participate in, including Arrive&Drive - a 
timed session that allows you keep pushing for that fastest lap - as well as 
Open Races and Championships that comprise full qualifying sessions and a 
winner-takes-all race for the chance to step atop the podium. 

The circuits themselves offer a thrilling challenge all the way round. 

It all began at l,200m-long Milton Keynes. This enticing blend of tight 
hairpins and fast straights make it the UK’s ultimate outdoor kart track, and 
the floodlights allow it to stay open right up to 10pm. Sandown Park and 
Tamworth make for similarly thrilling outdoor experiences - they aren’t 
your usual indoor circuits, that’s for sure! 

If you want to give your clients an adrenaline-packed day away from the 
office, or are planning the mother of all birthday parties, or even a stag do, 
there’s nowhere better in the country to indulge your need for speed than at 
one of Daytona’s circuits. 



DAYTONA » 

FUN YOUR DAYTONA EXPERIENCE AT DAYTONA.CO.UK ON CALL 033 033 2700 
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more power, a tweak to the suspension, more 
carbon, a 100-strong run in the UK and an £86k 
bill. Still, reasonably bespoke and little more 
than half what Jag’s charging. 

But just look at the Project 8. Those 
haunches, specifically. The cut-outs behind 
the rear wheels, the daft graphics, the oddly 
perforated front end. And inside, too. You can 
have it as a four-seater - probably should if 
you’re busily persuading your other half this 
can be a family car - but cage, harness and 
extinguisher do paint a picture, don’t they? 

It’s the unseen story that’s perhaps 
more telling, though - option the cage and you 
increase torsional rigidity by 27 per cent. Which 
means the standard Project 8 is a relatively 
wobbly thing, and the best compromise might 
involve strapping your kids to the rollcage. 

But wobbly is a relative term. The suspension 
uprights are new, as are the springs, dampers, 
bushes, wheel bearings and anti-roll bar. 


Extreme. 

Sports 


Jaguar Project 8 
£ £149,995 
BMW M3 CS 

£ £86,585 


HARDEST-CORE JAG 
TAKES ON HARDEST-CORE 
BMW. PREPARE FOR LIFT-OFF 








ow hardcore is the Jaguar 

H Project 8? This is the boast, 

of course: the fastest saloon 
around the ’Ring, benchmarked 
against a Porsche 911 GT3, the 
most powerful Jag ever. Carbon-ceramic this, 
track-pack that, downforced, rollcaged and 
harnessed; £150k of l-of-300 uniqueness. 

How hardcore? We’ll answer that, but it 
leads on to a more relevant question: why? 

Why would you want a sports car shaped like a 
saloon? Why not, y’know, just have a sports car? 

For the time being let’s cut Jaguar some 
slack - most super-saloons these days are 
akin to sports cars, so if Jag has taken it one 
step beyond an M3 CS, we’re in compelling 
territory. Famously, BMW developed the M3 to 
drive identically to an M4 coupe. It then offered 
its four-door with the same upgrade options, 
first a Competition pack, then this CS version. 
If we’re honest, the latter isn’t great value: a bit 
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Drives 


“The steering is positive 
and precise, and 
turn-in grip is strong” 


Let’s start by driving the M3 CS, because 
that way we’re benchmarking against a known 
quantity. It’s a good size, not too wide, easy 
to see out of, embracing seats with cut-outs to 
aid body cooling, the only negative inside is the 
clumsily fat steering wheel. Love the matt-blue 
paint, too, and the CS’s shapely bonnet, even 
if what’s underneath is broadly familiar, and 
rather short of raw power in this context: the 
twin-turbo straight-six falls 138bhp and 741b ft 
short of its supercharged rival. But 1,745kg of 
Project 8 suggests Jaguar’s first focus wasn’t 
on weight reduction, and reflects badly 
against 1,585kg of M3. 

Once you have the BMW beyond 4,000rpm 
and in Sport Plus, it feels indecently fast, quite the 
wild ride, in fact. To the extent that the last thing 
you find yourself thinking is: “Hmm, this could 
really do with another 138bhp”. You sense the 
chassis bunching up, tensing as the rear wheels 
attempt to compress the wheelbase, but with no 
release that way, the electronic differential gets 
over-excited, and the torque finds a way out 
by splaying the rear end wide. If you have the 
stability control off, that is. M Dynamic mode 
allows modest measures of panicky adrenaline, 
before stepping in to save your blushes. 

The reason this happens is there’s not enough 
compliance in the suspension. There’s some 
side-to-side jiggle, as if the M3 is driving over 
hot coals, and the harder you make the dampers, 
the hotter those coals become. It gets twitchier 
and spikier the harder you go, asks quite a lot of 
you. I enjoy this challenge, like the fact that no 
matter how smoothly I try to drive, there’s 
always an edginess to the M3’s behaviour. 

It does have tremendous front end (not 
least because it’s the one axle you can trust). The 
steering is positive and precise, and turn-in grip 
is strong. Just be warned that small deflections 
through the suspension do kick back through the 
steering, giving the sense that the car is writhing 
on bumpy roads - as well as dancing on those 
hot coals. Never a dull moment. 

Who’d have thought the Jaguar would 
be the more settled and composed? The less 
challenging to drive? It doesn’t feel that way on 
first impressions. You twig the looks, harness in, 
fire up the bellowing V8 and rumble off down the 
road. The harness anchor points jangle against 
the roll cage, the throttle looks for any excuse to 


come at you, the suspension, well, Comfort 
in the Project 8 is a bit like Sport Plus in the 
BMW - not in terms of stiffness, but because 
that’s the mode in which it feels least content. 

So don’t be shy, ramp up through the 
settings, take a deep breath, brace yourself, 
tickle the throttle and... discover the Project 8 
is mesmerisingly good. It really is. 

It flows, works both ends evenly and 
smoothly, shuffles power between the axles 
intuitively. There’s a oneness to the way it moves 
down the road where in the BMW I had to 
employ every trick in the book to make it behave 
even approximately as sinuously. 

But don’t mistake this for softness. What we 
have here is careful honing and total control. 

You need this when there’s close on 600bhp 
packed into a compact saloon bodyshell. The 
supercharger is going out of fashion, but here’s 
two reasons for it to stay popular: instant 
throttle response and colossal torque. Off it goes 
at 2,500rpm, seeming to pack more acceleration 
into each rev gained than you’d have thought 
possible, accompanied by bellow and shriek. 

Jaguar could have made the gearing shorter. I 
mean there’s no need, but I can’t help imagining 
just how much punchier it would have felt. There 
are genuine issues too, the most troublesome 
of which is the steering. It makes the whole 
front end feel numb compared to the lively 
M3. Instead it’s the suspension that delivers the 
information - it comes through your backside 
instead of your hands and means you don’t have 
all the detail you’d like as you turn into a corner. 
The eight-speed auto isn’t as immediate as the 
BMW’s twin clutcher, either. 

What surprised me most was the sheer 
capability of the Jaguar. Its polished manners at 
low speed, the quiet cruising. It made me wonder 
how Jaguar thinks it will be used by owners. As 
a daily? It’d do the job. It also made me wonder 
what it was for: to create a halo, to showcase 
the ability of engineers, attract publicity? All 
are valid, and besides, Jaguar’s Special Vehicle 
Operations (SVO) department likes rare-groove. 
Electric e-Type, V8 Defender, racing I-Pace 
eTrophy, Project Seven roadster. That’s an 
eclectic (some might say sacrilegious) line-up. 
This is just one more to add to the list. So good 
news: I can’t think of another saloon I’d rather 
drive down a good road. Now, time for the track. 



® 2979cc, 6cyl twin-turbo, 
RWD,454bhp, 4431b ft 

© 33.2mpg, 198g/km C0 2 
1 i ) 0-62mph in 3.9secs, 174mph 


© 1585kg 


VERDICT: Tighter and 
better controlled than 
a standard M3, but its 
spiky road manners 
mean it’s still a handful. 



® 5000cc, s’charged V8, 

4WD, 592bhp, 5161b ft 

© 25.6mpg, 254g/km C0 2 

0-62mph in 3.7secs, 200mph 
© 1745kg 

VERDICT Intimidating 
looks, but underneath beats fl 

a gentler heart. Deeply fast, II 

controlled, but more able (J 

on road than track. 
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On the 
track... 

ad news: I can think of other cars 
I’d rather take to a track. Jaguar 
may claim to have benchmarked 
the Project 8 against the 911 
GT3, and, sure enough, it’s not 
a lot slower around the Niirburgring (7:21.2 plays 
7:12.7), but that’s not the whole story. 

The Jaguar is taller and significantly heavier, 
so struggles to contain its weight. The Michelin 
Cup 2 tyres do an immense job of resisting 
the forces working on them, but eventually the 
hard-worked outside front can’t hold a line any 
more. Up to that point though, it’s very good. I 
particularly like the smooth way that, when you 
nail it out of a slow corner, the back end slips 
out into oversteer and then the 4WD system cuts 
in, transferring power forward so you exit with 
everything in line and pointing the right way. It’s 


flattering like that. Around Dunsfold, suspension 
control is never found wanting. 

But compared to a GT3 it’s not sharp. There’s 
the numb steering, the weight management, the 
eventual loss of grip, even the engine. It’s trickier 
to mete out the exact amount of thrust you want 
when the engine just wants to give you everything, 
all the time. Throttle response maybe great, but 
what it’s connected to is a happy, generous V8, not 
a laser-focused, 9,000rpm flat-six. There’s rarely 
much need to hold on until 6,800rpm as the gains 
in noise and power aren’t that noticeable. 

The brakes are impressive, and it’s great not 
having to brace yourself, instead letting the 
harness take the strain of your bodyweight. 
Personally I’d like a firmer pedal and less servo 
to heighten the motorsport credentials. 

The sum of it is that the Project 8 is a better 
road car than a track car. Surprised? So was I. 
This was a car I anticipated would be the fiercest 
of the fierce, the hardest of the hardcore, but 
actually it’s warm and approachable. Not 
particularly challenging. So a very good fit for 
an audience who probably aren’t track-day 
regulars. Most importantly, it shows Jaguar 
can still build a great driver’s car. 
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Brembo Racing brake system: 

At-Li Alloy monobloc caliper and Carbon-Carbon disc. 


FROM 300 
TO 


KM/H 


IN 3.79 


SECONDS 


Deceleration performance is as important as top speed to Motorsport Teams and drivers. 
Most of them trust Brembo as the world’s No.1 expert in performance braking. 


brembo.com O @brerobobrake 


©brembo 
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Grammar 

correction 

Kia Ceed 1.4T-GDI 

©£25,750 


WE SAY: SMARTER 
LOOKING, GOOD KIT - AND 
THE NAME’S BEEN FIXED 



ity the copywriters at Kia. After two 
generations of the cee’d, they must 
have just about got their computers 
programmed not to autocorrect the 
spelling, only for the bosses to change it to what 
it always should have been - Ceed. 

Still, it makes sense. This isn’t a car that has 
to rely on gimmicks to sell itself; it’s a car that 
can rival the best in the class. 

Engines available now are either 1.0- or 
1.4-litre petrols, and a 1.6-litre diesel. The 
petrols produce 118bhp or 138bhp, with 
114bhp and 2071b ft for the diesel, and fuel 
economy is up there with rivals. The 1.4 
we’ve been driving returns 48.7mpg and 
132g/km, according to the new WLTP tests. 

This 1.4 is all-new to Kia, and it’s the pick. 
There’s just about enough poke to keep things 
interesting (relatively so - this is a standard 
family hatch, after all), and the gearing is 
better tuned to this engine. You’ve got to 
stir the gearstick too much in the others 
because fifth and sixth are too long. 

Kia claims this new Ceed has been given a 
dynamic working over, with 40 per cent stiffer 
springs and a new damper valve system at the 
front, plus tweaked rear suspension. Sadly, 
it’s not had the desired effect. Yes, it handles 
better than the last one, but a car like the 
Ford Focus is still more fun. 

As you’d expect from Kia, there’s plenty 
of standard kit, so even base cars get full 
connectivity with your smartphone via the 
touchscreen floating dash, plus tech like DAB, 




Bluetooth, reversing camera and cruise 
control. Top-spec ones even have heated 
rear seats - dad’s taxi service is going to be 
popular this winter. 

What’s really impressive is the build quality. 
There are some sleek piano-black surfaces inside 
(remember when those were just the domain of 
Range Rovers and the like?), soft-touch plastics 
everywhere and a general feeling of robustness. 

Of course, all this comes at a cost. Although 
you get extra kit compared to rivals, the headline 
price is getting close to the likes of a VW Golf 
or Focus. The fact that this isn’t laughable is 
testament to how far Kia has come, piers ward 



1353cc, 4cyl turbo, FWD 
138bhp, 1781b ft 

© 48.7mpg, 132g/km C0 2 

0-62mph in 8.6secs, 130mph 
© 1315kg 


VERDICT: Closer than 
ever to its European 
rivals in terms of quality 
and, unfortunately, also 
in terms of price. 




046 


OCTOBER 2018 >topgear.com 












The photograph shows the following Snickers 
Workwear FlexiWork garments: 6903 Work 
Trousers+, 8001 Stretch Fleece Jacket and 
1300 Stretch Waterproof Fleece Jacket. Also 
shown are the SG76001 Revolution Infinity 
safety shoes by Solid Gear. 
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WORKWEAR 


__ 


Climate Control 


Snickers Workwear. On site. At play. For 

work. For leisure. For maximum comfort. 

MwrallUn vy .; A • 
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Contemporary styled technical clothing 
for on-site or leisure activities, combining 
amazing body-mapping climate control 
comfort, advanced functionality and 
all the benefits of 37.5™ sports fabric 
technology. 


Make your choices at 
www.snickersworkwear.co.uk 


#lnventingWorkwear 


For more information, advice and to locate your nearest 

Snickers Workwear stockist, please call the Helpline on 01484 854788 

Snickers Workwear Limited | Unit N3 Gate 4 | Meltham Mills Industrial Estate | Meltham | Holmfirth | HD9 4DS 
Tel: 01484 854488 | Fax: 01484 854733 | Email: info@snickersworkwear.co.uk 
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LAPLAND 

ICE DRIVING 


LIKE NOWHERE ELSE 
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Imagine drifting at more than 125 MPH in total safety round an FI circuit... 


...reproduced full-scale on a frozen lake, 
behind the wheel of a high-powered sports car, 
under the Northern Lights of Swedish Lapland. 
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Yvan MULLER 


Four-times WTCC World Champion 
10 Andros Trophy titles 


PHONE: 01473 280 262 
DISCOVER MORE 
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WE SAY: IT’S A MECHANICAL OMELETTE. READ ON, 
AND ALL WILL BECOME CLEAR... 




SPECIFICATION 


2143cc,4cyl turbodiesel, 
4WD,197bhp, 3321b ft 

35.8mpg, 209g/km C0 2 

0-62mphin10.3secs, lOOmph 

Q 2207kg 

VERDICT: Looks just 
like the old one but it’s 

1 

entirely new. It’s like 

I 

Jeep only restomods 

1 

Wranglers these days. 

10 


uch of writing about cars 
is celebrating the new. But 
sometimes, what’s best is 
more of the same. 

The new Wrangler finds 
a way to fold newness into old, like a mechanical 
omelette. It’s new everywhere you look - from 
its ladder frame, aluminium panels and vastly 
improved interior, to its engines, axles and 8spd 
gearbox - but does so without stepping away from 
everything that Jeep fans loved about the old. 

So it’s impossibly capable off-road, especially in 
Rubicon spec, with its front and rear locking diffs, 
detachable front sway bar, deep low-range gearbox 
(with a 4:1 ratio) and 33in mud tyres. The cheaper 
Sahara does without these off-road extras but 
retains proper 4WD, a low-range gearbox and 
the ground clearance of a giraffe. 

A 2.2-litre diesel is shared across the range, 
replacing the old 2.8-litre. It’s no more powerful, 
at 197bhp and 3321b ft, but offers more mpg and 
less noise in the process. A 2.0-litre turbo petrol 


with 272bhp and 2951b ft will join the range later, 
and a 3.6-litre V6 is reserved for places where 
filling up with petrol doesn’t cost as much as a 
mortgage payment. The diesel does the usual 
diesel thing of being an inertia-gathering device, 
rather than accelerating with verve, but it’s 
perfectly happy to cruise at autoroute speeds. 

Once onto back roads, the Wrangler feels as 
woolly as its two-tonne weight, solid axles and 
lofty suspension would suggest. That said, it’s 
better than ever, and the remedy is to back off 
a bit and revel in the comfort offered by tall- 
sidewall tyres and long-throw suspension. 

Actually, the whole experience is less 
compromised than any Wrangler before it - yes, 
it’s not a B-road blaster, but you can entertain the 
notion of having one as your only car, such is the 
comfort and sensible usability on offer. And then, 
when it’s time to bid sensibility farewell, you can 
pull the roof and all the doors off, and head away 
to find a new adventure. Or return to an old 
favourite. Your choice, really. CRAIG JAMIESON 



Ford Ka+ Active 

© £13,245 

Engine 1194cc, 3cyl, FWD, 84bhp, 851b ft 
Performance 0-62mph in 13.5secs, 105mph, 

49.6mpg, 129g/km C0 2 Weight 1079kg 

Ford calls this an ‘SUV-inspired active crossover’. It 
isn’t. It’s a Ka+ with plastic cladding, roof bars and 
marginally raised ride height. No four-wheel drive 
or locking diffs here. Though the extra smidge of 
suspension travel might be good news for 


absorbing potholes, no one’s going to believe 
you’re off to conquer a medium-sized Himalaya. 

Indeed, stick with a regular Ka+ and you’ll save 
at least a grand, while still getting a car that’s OK to 
drive, with solid motorway manners. Not to mention 
a cabin with a whole lot more space for elbows 
and knees and offspring than the similarly priced 
VW Up, Toyota Aygo and their various relations. 

In summary? You should order your Ka+ like you 
should order your bacon buttie: keep it simple, 
no fancy added extras. SAM PHILIP 
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Drives 


Twisted 

pleasure 

LR Defender by Twisted 

£80k-£160k 


WE SAY: FORGET THE LR 
WORKS DEFENDER. TREAT 
YOURSELF TO A TWISTED 



October 12018 


ince the last Defender rolled off its 
production line in 2016, the world 
has gone bananas for the slab-sided 
stalwart of British military and 
agricultural engineering. A bit like the air-cooled 
Porsche boom, demand for the Defender - and 
prices for it - has gone through the roof. 

So much that LR recently decided to bring it 
back to life with the limited-edition £150k V8 
Works. Now, Defender specialist Twisted has 
made a properly engineered luxo twist on this 
classic. One that just might be better than LR’s. 

How? Firstly, the Twisted cars are actually 
newer. Unlike LR’s limited series of stripped and 
rebuilt old cars, Twisted’s Defenders are delivery 
mileage ’16-plate cars from the factory. Being an 
industrious and forward-thinking type, Twisted’s 
founder Charles Fawcett placed a £7.2million 
order for 240 new Defenders back in 2015. 

Prices start at £80k and include new tyres, 
more power, lower/stiffer suspension, better 
brakes, more soundproofing, Recaro buckets, 
an upgraded stereo, and lashings of expensive 
leather and Alcantara. Start ticking more boxes 
and you’ll see that number double. Especially 
when you opt for the £50k V8 conversion. 

It’s a 6.2-litre naturally aspirated LS3 from a 
Corvette. With 430bhp and 4241b ft of torque, 
it’s laden with power, but is still refined at slow 
speed. Around town it gargles, but when you 
clog it, the revs run around the dial with 
delicious anger and quite frightening speed. 


s 


But unlike a standard Defender, the Twisted 
isn’t punishing. Bespoke springs and anti-roll 
bars are manufactured by Eibach, Bilstein 
dampers are custom valved to suit the spring 
rates while bias is dialled into the anti-roll bars 
to give more travel on the front axle, resulting 
in less understeer, more traction and a lot more 
gentle and pleasurable experience. 

Compared to the Works, a Twisted seems 
good value. It has a better interior, superior ride 
and can be specced to look great. OK, it won’t 
have Works badging, but if you want a Defender 
now, Twisted has a proper fresh-out-the box one. 
And a decent one at that, rowan horncastle 



1 

SPECIFICATION 


6162CC, V8,4WD 


VS? 430bhp, 4241b ft 


0 18.0mpg, 282g/km C0 2 


0-62mphin6.5secs, 125mph 

Q 2500kg 


VERDICT: If you have a 


hankering for an uber 

n 

Defender, this is hard to 

K 

beat. It’s utilitarian purity 

D 

put on four wheels. 

■ 
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Meeting 

Glickenhaus 

Look inside Jim 
Glickenhaus’s 
garage 

on pllO 


® 4398cc, V8 twin-turbo, 
RWD,750bhp, 5901b ft 

© n/a mpg, n/a g/km C0 2 
i 0-60mphin2.9secs,217mph 


© 1200kg 


VERDICT: It may be 

very expensive, but the 
SCG003S is one of the few 
cars you could drive to the 
N24 in and then win. 


Iieve 
the hype 


SCG 003S 

Q $2.2m 


DEEP POCKETS? 
LIKE A TRACKDAY? LOOK 
NO FURTHER... 


acecar for the road’ gets bandied 
around a lot. But this is the real 
deal. It’s the SCG003S - a new 
road-legal American hypercar that 
bears the DNA of an N24 endurance racer. 

The brainchild of Jim Glickenhaus (you can 
read more about him on pi 10), it’s designed to 
go toe-to-toe with limited-run hypercar ateliers 
like Koenigsegg and Pagani, but demolish the 
established big boys of McLaren and Ferrari 
with circuit-crushing performance. 

That ‘S’ at the end of that barcode of a name 
stands for Stradale - a softened-off road-legal 
variant of the ‘C’ (Competizione) that took pole 
at the N24 in 2015 but shares the same carbon- 
fibre monocoque chassis and LMP2 levels of 
aerodynamic downforce. 

Powered by a 4.4-litre twin-turbo V8 from 
a BMW M6 racer, 750bhp and over 5901b ft of 
torque is sent to the rear wheels via a 7spd 
single-clutch gearbox. Then there are double 
wishbone pushrods with adjustable dampers, 
carbon Brembo brakes, and speed. Lots of speed. 

Capable of 0-60mph in less than 2.9secs, a 
217mph top speed, more than 2 g of mechanical 
grip, and 850kg of downforce at 155mph, it’s got 
a ’Ring laptime of 6:30 in it, apparently. 

But, amazingly, the 003S does not drive like 
a racecar. It doesn’t stutter or noisily galumph 
like an N24 racer. It’s soft and manageable. 
Admittedly, there’s 400kg of sound deadening 
and softness (rubber mountings instead of 
rose-jointed, etc) to make it more compliant 
compared with its racing sibling, but throwing it 
down a road, the S has a fluidity to it. However, 


bury your right foot and the car gains a whole 
new character. 

Lower in the rev range, the car floats on the 
torque, but if you commit it wakes up and comes 
in with a wave of fury. It becomes loud, visceral 
and things get blurry very quickly. It’s addictive. 

At $2.2m it’s expensive. But Pagani charges 
£15m for a 20-year-old car (Zonda Barchetta) 
making this race-derived, proven chassis look a 
bargain. And, with only two or three made a year, 
you’ll have one of the rarest and most capable 
road cars you can track. 
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MifHanmoK 

drivinQ emotion 





vewtus Slevo 2 

The best balance between wet and dry performance 

A premium ultra-high performance tyre, the Ventus SI evo 2 uses race technology to deliver sports 
performance without compromising comfort. 




BE ONE WITH IT 




Be one with your tyres, and the road will be one with you 


Global 

Partner 


Hankook Tyre UK Ltd 

Fawsley Drive, Fleartlands Business Park 
Daventry, Northamptonshire NN118UG 
Tel: +44 1327 304 100 Fax: +44 1327 304 110 
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Drives 



Mutton. 

Lamb 

Skoda Fabia SE 1.0 TSI95PS 

£ 14,845 


WE SAY: OLD UNDERNEATH 
BUT DRESSED IN LOVELY 
NEW CLOTHES 



Doesn’t look new 

That’s because it isn’t. In the last couple of 
years, Its three siblings - first the Seat Ibiza, 
then the Volkswagen Polo and just recently the 
Audi A1 - have been given all-new platforms 
(the same one, obviously, called MQB AO) and 
complete redesigns. But not the Skoda Fabia. 
This is just a facelift, which means the Czech 
supermini rides on an older, less-sophisticated 
VW Group platform, and is therefore effectively 
a generation back when it comes to engines, 
technology and so on. 

So what is different? 

New front and rear fascias (both featuring 
LED lighting for the first time), better standard 
eguipment across all grades, additional active 
safety technology and an engine line-up that 
does entirely without diesels. 

No diesels? Bold 

Not really. Nobody wants a supermini with a 
diesel engine. The old TDI only accounted for 
five per cent of Fabia sales, so Skoda’s killed it 
dead. We will not mourn its passing. Instead you 
can have any one of four 1.0-litre, three-cylinder 
jobs. Two with turbos, and two without. All are 
slow and frugal, but the turbo cars are faster, 
more economical and only marginally more 
expensive. So get one of those. 

What’s it like? 

We’re driving the lesser of the two turbo 
engines, Britain's biggest seller, which has 
94bhp and hits 62mph in a shade under 11 
seconds. This is at least as smooth and refined 
an engine as Ford and PSA’s triples, but it’s not 
as involving as either. Same goes for the 


chassis. Fine, but you won’t have as much fun 
driving a Fabia as you might a Fiesta. 

Unsurprising 

Fair. Where the Fabia excels is in the details. The 
interior might look a bit dated, but it’s full of those 
clever little features Skoda does so well. Like 
the umbrella under the passenger seat, the ice 
scraper and tread-depth gauge in the fuel-filler 
cap, waste bin in the passenger’s door pocket 
and nets on the sides of the front seats. Few 
manufacturers live up to their taglines. Skoda 
does - ’Simply Clever’, innit. tom harrison 




999cc,3cyl turbo, 

FWD, 94bhp, 1181b ft 

Q 61.4mpg, 106g/km C0 2 
(£) 0-62mph in 10.8secs, 114mph 
0 1046kg 


VERDICT: Not a vast 
amount of fun and not 
vastly interesting, but 
well-thought-through 
and good value. 
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emember this? Hasn’t exactly set the 

R world on fire in the UK, has it? The 
Maserati Levante is now two years 
old, and just emerging from a light 
preen. Nothing fundamental, the Levante is still 
based on the Ghibli/QP platform, but gains new 
bumpers, trims and a new engine. 

That’s a 350bhp version of the 3.0 twin-turbo 
V6 that’s already available in the Levante S with 
430bhp. That continues, as does another 3.0 twin- 
turbo, this time a diesel with 275bhp. That’s the 
starting point for Maserati SUV ownership, costing 
£58,315, while the flagship S weighs in at £72,525. 
The models Maserati needs are the twin-turbo V8s, 
the 550bhp GTS and 590bhp Trofeo. No promises. 
Maser is looking at the business case. It shouldn’t. 
Those are needed for halo reasons if it is serious 
about taking on the Cayenne, RRS SVR et al. 

Don’t have the diesel. It does a job, and is 
broad-shouldered enough to support the 2,205kg 
kerbweight. It’s also smooth and quiet. But it’s 
never going to make you feel like you’re driving 


a Maserati. The S, that’s what you want - not 
the torquiest low down, but raspy and potent, 
befitting its Ferrari origins. 

And befitting the crisp and agile way it drives. 
Not as taut as a Cayenne, but with steering and 
handling that inspires confidence and delivers 
enjoyment. At high speeds it’s stable and quiet 
and the suspension doesn’t make too much fuss 
of the surface it’s riding over. The whole thing is 
helped by standard air suspension. It can crouch 
for high-speed driving, lowering the centre of 
gravity and cutting drag. 

Little known fact: the Levante has an 
adjustable pedal box. Like a LaFerrari. Pointless? 
No, it does help the Levante cope with a wider 
range of body shapes. The gearlever is now more 
logical to operate and a variety of buttons allow 
you to tailor the ESP, dampers, height control and 
Sport mode. Less straightforward is the central 
screen. You’ll use the rotary knob once, and never 
again. But don’t let that put you off. The Levante 
is better than you think. OLLIE MARRIAGE 


R 



A 2979ccV6 twin-turbo, 
V 430bhp, 4271bft 

5)l 23.9mpg, 273g/km CO. 


0-62mph in 5.2secs, 164mph 


2109kg 


VERDICT A better all- 
rounder than many give it 
credit for. Probably needs 
the Trofeo here before 
it’ll get a wider audience. 
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TG’S ONE 
MINUTE EXPERT 


GOT 60 SECONDS SPARE? 

READ THESE 



Mercedes A250 AMG Line 


This, in theory, is 
the latest A-Class 
in mild hot hatch 
form. Its 2.0-litre 
turbo petrol has 
221bhp, not far off 
an entry-level 
Golf GTI. 


There’s lots 
of nice 



interior chintz 
but the basics feel 
cheap - its gear- 
selector and 
handbrake in 
particular. 


It comes only with 
a 7spd auto. It’s not 
especially sharp, 
and the engine’s 
no fun to rev. But 
tuick and 
surprisingly 
economical. 


It rides too 
firmly to be a 
comfy family car, 
but the handling’s 
not good enough 
to properly rival 
a GTI. A missed 
opportunity. 


Engine 1991cc 4cyl turbo, FWD, 221bhp, 2581b ft 
Performance 0-62mph in 6.2secs, 155mbh, 45.6mpg, 
141g/km C0 2 Weight 1455kg Price £50,240 



Nissan Qashqai ProPilot 


Buying a top-spec 
Qashqai 1.6 diesel 
with an auto ’box? 
For £795, you can 
now spec a semi- 
autonomous assist 
aid called 
ProPilot. 


It’s no luxe 
SUV, after all. 

But ProPilot’s 
assists are intuitive. 
It follows traffic 
promptly and the 
self steering is just 




So, you’re 
spending at least 
£31,275, or £33,380 if 
you get the limited 
Pilot One Edition 
with posh paint 
and leather. 

But don’t. 


as good as Volvo’s. only on top-spec. 


It’s by no 
means a self¬ 
driving car, but 
the prompts are 
uninvasive and it 
takes the pain out 
of gridlock. Pity it’s 


Engine 1598cc, 4cyl turbodiesel, 128bhp, 2361b ft 
Performance 0-62mph in ll.lsecs, 114mph, 

60.1mpg, 122g/km C0 2 Weight 1507kg Price £33,380 
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WE SAY: AS A DRIVING TOOL, SUBLIME AND STILL 
DECADES AHEAD. AS A ONE-CAR PROPOSITION, LESS SO 


here are, admittedly, several 
drawbacks to the new i8 Roadster 
next to the Coupe. At £124,735, 
it’ll cost you £12,000 more, it’s 
60kg heavier, two tenths slower 
0-62mph and the back seats are replaced with 
somewhere to store your roof, while the boot is 
barely big enough for a couple of rucksacks. 

However, if you’re buying an i8 to save cash, 
go drag racing or transport more than two 
humans, you’re probably doing it wrong. 

Even four years aflter it launched, the i8 
remains spectacularly different to anything else 
out there. A junior supercar, stuffed with tech that 
isn’t consumed with the pursuit of power figures 
or cooking its narrow tyres, but delivering a range 
of sensations from zero-emissions commuting 
smugness to thrusting acceleration and nimble 
handling at (mostly) legal speeds when you slide 
the gearlever left into Sport. Folding the roof back 
in 15 seconds simply adds another to the list - 
whistling along in near silence, 3cyl engine off, 


enjoying the 34-mile claimed (more like 
25-ish realistically) battery-only range. That’s 
70 per cent better battery capacity than the 
old Coupe used to manage, by the way, making 
this a realistic no-petrol commuter, assuming 
you’ve got somewhere at either end to plug it 
in. Come the weekend, you may want to drive 
a little harder, and the Roadster is happy to play 
along, zapping away from a standstill, charging 
hard when the gargling three-pot joins in, 
understeering a little less than the Coupe used 
to and flowing beautifully with whatever surface 
you find yourself on - yep, even here in the UK. 

But what I love is it never pretends to be 
race-bred or track-orientated; it’s a road car 
above all else, and therefore sized, sprung and 
powered accordingly. 

Frankly, the i8 is in danger of being decades 
ahead of its time but a commercial flop. But 
despite packaging flaws, by doubling the i8 
line-up, the Roadster gives the i8 the chance to 
succeed its all-round brilliance deserves. JACK Rix 


® 1499cc, 3cyl turbo + 11.6kWh 
e-motor, AWD, 369bhp, 4201b ft 

^ 134.5mpg,46g/kmC0 2 
(£) 0-62mphin4.6secs, 155mph 


Q 1594kg 


VERDICT: If you don’t 
have luggage, an open-air 
thrill, on any road. If you 
do, better get the butler 
to follow behind. 



Mercedes-Benz C220d AMG 
0 £ 40,130 


Engine 1950cc, 4cyl TD, RWD, 194bhp, 2951b ft 
Performance 0-62mph in 7.0secs, 149mph, 

61.4mpg, 121g/km C0 2 Weight 1650kg 

Meet the facelifted C-Class Coupe. It looks good, 
aping the design tropes of its big brothers, the 
E-Class and S-Class, drives well and, in C220d 
guise as driven here, is reasonable value - 
costing from £40k. 


It’s super-classy with loads of room in the 
back seats, despite that lovely coupe sweeping 
roofline, and it has a certain air of luxury. To drive, 
it’s comfortable and easy-going, effortless and 
relaxing. Which is all very nice. 

But if you’re interested in exciting or fun, 
this is not for you. There is, however, also a 
proper AMG C65. Which can be easy-going 
and effortless and relaxing and the other 
things we mentioned. But it can also make 
you laugh out loud at its audacity. 
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Intelizzz has been developed to help retrieve stolen vehicles. In almost all thefts of 
Caravans and Motorhomes thieves will locate the wired tracker and simply remove it 
making It almost impossible to recover your asset. Because Intelizzz spends a lot of 
time sleeping, it is very difficult to detect as there are no Data signals being transmitted 
Intelizzz is designed to wake up once a day and give it's location on our App which Is 
available free on both Apple & Android. Intelizzz includes a worldwide sim card which 
has NO Monthly Costs! The price of Intelizzz is a one off fee and has a battery that 
lasts for 2 Years!. After 2 Years you will get a notification that your device has come to 
the end of its life and will then need replacing. At Intelitrack we have a Recycle program 


and will offer a 10% reduction against your new intelizzz device! 
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Set the frequency and time of how 
many times your device wakes up 
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WE SAY: EVEN AT £24K, A TOP-SPEC FIESTA ST3 IS A MATCH FOR A HEARTLAND HOT MINI 


A Fiesta that 
costs Mini 
money? 


That’s a £24l< Fiesta, and such wedge will also buy you a Mini Cooper S with 
a smattering of tech options. Both can be had for £250 a month, in fact. 
Save £700 on the Mini by choosing the mildly less odious three-door model. 


Kitted-out ST3s ask £21,495 in return for goodies like rear parking sensors 
and a back-up camera, a heated steering wheel, rain-sensing wipers and 
more. Add £850 for the Performance Pack. This blue? An extra £745... 


Which is the 
hotter hatch? 


This (barely) facelifted Mini’s 2.0-litre turbo four-pot sticks at 189bhp. It’s 
the polar opposite to the Ford’s keen, zingy motor, though, lethargic to 
rev and strained-sounding. The Mini’s lumpen. More cumbersome than 
the dancing ST. It’s a comfier town car, but where’s the fun gone? 


All ST grades, sensibly titled 1, 2 or 3, add varying levels of techno¬ 
garnish to an identically brilliant powertrain. The 1.5-litre triple is good 
for 197bhp and 2151b ft, and speccing the Performance Pack adds a 
subtly effective mechanical front differential for a traction advantage. 


What about 
living with it? 


You can improve the Mini with the Works 210 engine and exhaust kit 
which uncorks the untaxed engine, doing its character a power of 
good. While the Mini’s cabin has many twee touches, the new Fiesta’s 
cleaner design has made it a much more premium proposition inside... 


Well, a real-world 38-42mpg thanks to cylinder deactivation is a useful 
boon for the ST, against the low-thirties-per-gallon Mini. And the Ford’s 
more practical at carrying people and cargo. The Ford’s less optionable, 
though: no auto gearbox, no cabrio, and no Mountune tuning pack... yet. 


Do I really need 
to spend this 
much? 


While a Cooper S for £250 a month isn’t bad, TG has long argued that the 
best current Mini is the Cooper, complete with - like the ST - a gem of a 
1.5-litre turbo-triple, albeit with 134bhp. It’s £17,345: the best-value Mini. 


Nope, the ST1 starts at a fiver under £19k, and the sweet-spot ST2 adds a 
B&O hi-fi, auto climate control and the ace 8-inch toushcreen for a grand. 
Ford’s infamous discounts are already kicking in too. It’s the bargain of 2018. 



Mini Cooper S(5dr) 

£ £20,550 (£28,585 as tested) 


VERDI A strong micro-GT, but 
outshone by peppier, cheaper versions 


® 1998cc, 4cyl turbo 
FWD, 189bhp, 22111 


© 43.5mpg, 148g/km C0 2 

0-62mph in 6.9secs, 144mph 
1330kg 


4005mm 



VERDICT: Pound-for-pound, the most 
fun, best all-round hot hatch on sale. 


i 149/cc, 3cyl turbo, 


FWD, 197bhp, 2151b ft 


47.1mpg, 136g/kmCO 


0-62mph in 6.5secs, 144mph 


Q 1283kg 


4068mm 
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NOW ANYTIME CAN BE GO-TIME. 

K&N® high-flow air filters are designed to increase horsepower 
with up to 50% more airflow. And with five-minute installation, better 
performance doesn’t get much easier. Order yours online today. 


KNFILTERS.COM® 
























Offer 
must end 
4 October 


today 


with our 25th anniversary 

special offer 


Celebrate 25 years of TG magazine today 
with 13 issues for just £25. This is your 
final chance to subscribe with this 
great offer so don’t miss out 


WINTER 














Great reasons to subscribe 


ay just £25 for 13 issues - saving 59% 


Britain’s best-selling car magazine delivered 
direct to your door 


Unique and collectable covers 
only seen by our subscribers 


Money-back guarantee - 
you can cancel at any time 


Order by phone or online to start your subscription today... 



buysubscriptions.com/TGP1018 


03330 162 130 


and quote 


TGP1018 


Lines are open 8.00am - 6.00pm weekdays 
and 9.00am - 1.00pm Saturdays for orders only! 


PLEASE HAVE 
YOUR ACCOUNT 
NUMBER AND 
SORT CODE 
READY 


This offer is for new subscribers and valid for UK delivery addresses only. You will pay £25.00 for 13 issues via Direct Debit. All savings are calculated as a percentage of the full shop 
price. You will be notified of any future price changes before they take effect. Should the magazine ordered change in frequency, we will honour the number of issues and not the term 
of the subscription. Full UK subscription price for 13 issues: £61.10, Europe/Eire £89, rest of the world £99.50. Offer ends 4 October 2018 

tUK calls will cost the same as other standard fixed line numbers (starting 01 or 02) and are included as part of any inclusive or free minutes allowances (if offered by your phone tariff). 
Outside of free call packages, call charges from mobile phones will cost between 3p and 55p per minute. Lines are open Mondays to Fridays 8am - 6pm and Saturdays 9am - 1pm. 





























VEI8CFL 


Without SUVs selling fast, there 
would be no supercars. Time 
to find out which manufacturer 
makes the best of both worlds 


TOM FORD / 


MARK RICCIONI 
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A £160,000-plus 
Lamborghini with a 
4.0-litre twin-turbo V8 
and 641bhp. Carbon- 
ceramic brakes, 

23in alloy wheels, an 
Anima selector to flick 
between Strada, Sport 
and Corsa modes, 
four-wheel steering 
and active stability 
control, optional 
Pirelli Corsas for 
track work. Launch 
control, obviously. 

And a towbar. 

I beg your pardon? 

Yup, leaf through the specifications of the Lamborghini Urus 
and you will discover, as a quirk of its shared heritage, it can 
come equipped with the fixings to tow an Elddis Buccaneer. 

Or a trailer filled with grass clippings set for the local recycling 
centre, a situation likely to atomise the rearguard on first 
application of decent throttle, like a hot-air balloon basket 
strapped to the bottom of Falcon Heavy. In fact, pretty much 
any mundane use of an Urus towball feels a little... implausible. 

Like finding a convenient carrying handle on a bomb. Why does 
a Lamborghini have a towbar? What would you tow with a 
Lamborghini super-SUV? Unless you have a pressing need to 
yank a trawler into dry dock, or drag the Moon from orbit, 
there’s a delicious amount of overkill here, the kind of thing that 
makes you wonder if anyone makes track tyres for trailers. 

But then it dawned like the yawn of a lazy cat - the most 
appropriate thing to tow with a Lamborghini would be another 
Lamborghini. The ultimate single-manufacturer rig. You can see 
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TOW TEST 



AMG G63/ 
AMG GT R 



if this were a track day, 
Pd have nailed it from 
the start. Let’s be 
honest, any public 
circuit event is 
essentially a 
competition both on 
track and off it, and the 
points scoring starts 
when you rock up in 
the paddock. Why? 
Because your rig is a 
rolling articulation of 
intent, and while poling 
up in a polar white GAS 
towing a Magno green 
road-going version of 
the FI safety car might 
notwin any awards for 
subtlety, it definitely 
makes a statement. 

There are many 
good Things about total 
Mercedes-ness, With 
both vehicles powered 
by AMG’s guttural. 
577bhp twin-turbo 
4.0-litre V8, both sound 
like angsty thunder, 
and there’s torque 
aplenty from both, the 
G63 using its higher 
6271b ft output to puli 
the GTR and trailer 
with nonchalant ease 
- so unstressed that 
at 30mph in fifth gear, 
it'll drop down to four- 
cylinder economy 
mode. In fact. I win just 
with the tow car, the 
seating position and 
all-round, square- 
cornered visibility 
of the G making it 
incredibly easy to 
position on the road. 
The transformed 
interior transporting 
the G-Wagen from 
gussied-up military 
vehicle to a modern, 
connected and 
incredibly relaxing 
place to spend time 
































































NOMAD/ 

ACE 


Hands up who didn’t 
read the brief 


properly? I admit the 
Ariel Ace is a superbike, 
not a supercar, and the 
Nomad is an off-road 
buggy thing, not an 
SUV, but in terms of 
combining speed, 
utility and wetting- 
yourself-with -la ug hter, 
I’m standing by my 
decision. It’s not like the 
Nomad can’t do the 
schoolrun. In fact, It's 
probably several 
minutes faster than 
an RRS SVR because 
you can turn hard left 
through the nearest 
hedge, traverse a field 
at 70mph then leap the 
fence on the other side, 
arriving at the school 
gates covered head to 
toe in cow dung. Then 
when the surface is 
more... tarmacky, little 
comes close to the Ace. 
More living sculpture 
than transport, It’s 
lavished with the same 
microscopic attention 
to detail you get with 
the Atom. Details like a 
matching dash console 
to the company's cars, 
a mighty 175bhp Honda 
V4 engine and carbon- 
fibre wheels. But it’s not 
cheap - starting at 
£20tc, or £52k for the 
one I was oiinglng onto 
at the track. However, 
in today's company 
that’s a bargain. My 
pairing, then, is smaller, 
cheaper, lighter, faster 
and more fun than 
anything else here. Any 
arguments? Good. 


n, no one had 
Michelin Man 
there he was 

















TOW TEST 




how we got on, on page 76. But one thing led to another and a few 
other towball options were discovered. Very fast towball options, 
for a different kind of drag race. The kind of things that beg for 
a TopGear shakedown of the most OTT tow rigs in existence. 

Which is how I come to be driving a Porsche with seven 
axles, 14 wheels, an engine in the front and one in the rear, 

14 cylinders and l,055bhp. Mind you, next to me, editor-in-chief 
Turner is casually piloting a Merc with 16 cylinders - a pair 
of identical 4.0-litre V8s - the same 14 wheels and l,154bhp. 

Tom Harrison has l,159bhp, Ollie Marriage has turned up with 
“something like” 1,050 horsepower and enough wing to humble 
Boeing, and Jack Rix has missed the memo completely and 
speared off into an intellectual space all of his own. 

We have become a rolling affront to efficiency, each ridiculously 
powerful sports SUV towing a racier product of the same 
manufacturer, on a massive, gleamingly galvanised trailer. And 
the list is properly bizarre, and utterly brilliant: Porsche Cayenne 
Turbo mated to GT3 RS, Mercedes-Benz G63 allied to AMG GT R, 
Land Rover SVR wedded to Jaguar Project 8. Then comes a Bentley 
Bentayga V8 towing Bentley’s newest GT3 racer (of which there 
will be a full test in the next issue) and Ariel’s sort-of SUV Nomad 
towing an Ariel Ace motorbike. Which just goes to show you can’t 
trust Ollie Marriage or Jack Rix to play by the rules. 

Of course, the towball option on most of these things is 
more likely to be used as a mounting point for a carrier for some 
obscenely expensive carbon-and-diamond-dust pedal bike, but 
on first impressions, people are missing out not towing with 
upwards of 500bhp. Because, unsurprisingly, it is really, joyously 
easy. Even with the biggest of race trailers on the back - except 
for the Nomad, which we’ll get to later - every single tow car here 
makes short work of pulling their respective charges. Which they 
should, really, seeing as the least powerful of them (the Range 
Rover Sport SVR) still musters well north of 5001b ft. In fact, our 
traditional-type tow cars all feature forced-induction V8 engines, 
manage 62mph in 4.5 seconds or less and have top speeds on 
the very far side of illegal. When towing, therefore, they act like 
there really isn’t much holding them back at all. Which isn’t true, 
because these are the kind of rigs you need to pass a test to drive, 
or be suitably old to have the correct licence for. 

The trailers themselves are Brian James T-Transporters, 
essentially a five-grand-plus-VAT triple-axle race trailer without 
a shell. The high-end way to transport something precious and 
car-shaped. With a hydraulic bed-tilt and proper space, they hold 
up to 3,500kg, weigh around 900kg and haul pretty much anything 
you can imagine - the only disadvantage being that they are not 
small, and you’d better be pretty confident on the reverse. 
According to the DVLA, in the UK, if you passed your driving test 
before 1 January 1997, you can drive with one on your car, as long 
as the combination of vehicle and trailer doesn’t exceed 8,250kg 
MAM (maximum authorised mass). Post ’97, you’re limited to a 
trailer of 750kg (towed by a vehicle up to 3,500kg) or a heavier 
trailer, as long as the total rig weight is no more than 3,500kg. 
Otherwise, you’re looking at the official trailer test. And things get 
heavy quickly when you’re talking big SUV+trailer+sports thing. 
The Mercs, in combination, weigh in at over five tonnes (G63 at 
2,560kg, GT R at 1,630kg, plus the 900kg trailer), the Range 
Rover and Project 8 just under five, the Bentleys - even with the 
‘lightweight’ racer - 4.6 tonnes. The lightest, Jack’s decidedly not 
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At what point does 
a car and trailer 
become a necessary 
licence upgrade? 
Bentleys are heavy. I 
wanted the Bentayga 
as my towing weapon 
for the simple reason 
that I suspected It 
would be masterful at 
it. But the thought of 
hooking it up to a Conti 
GT? Someone pass me 
the HGV regulations, 
’cos that’s a whole lot 
of tonnage. 

But, ah, Bentley 
has a GT3 racing 
programme, and 
nowhere in Wook’s 
statute of rig limitations 
does it say no racing 
cars. This is excellent. 

I bet Charlie and 
Wook were thinking 
they were going to 
rule the track with the 
AMG GT R and 911GT5 
RS. Not. A Hope. 

And the tractor 
unit up front? That 
might be no way to 
speak about a £160k 
Bentayga V8, but I 
don’t particularly like 
the looks or what it 
stands for. However, 

1 do like what it does, 
namely towing 
brilliantly. Smooth, 
silent, effortless, no 
Range Rover Sport- 
style clonks rattling 
back from trailer 
through towbar, just 
easy oomph. And 
when I reach the 
pitianejaws will 
drop, if we have the 
Bentayga to thank 
for enabling Bentley's 
full-house GT3 racing 
programme, then chalk 
me up as a convert. 












OEM towball-shod Nomad and Ace bike, weighs just over 
a tonne, bike trailer included. Told you he was cheating. 

Unsurprisingly, it’s the G-Class, Range Rover and Bentley 
that immediately feel the most comfortable with a loaded 
trailer, mostly to do with the inherent weight of the tow car. 
With a big trailer, some mass to the tow vehicle really does 
help, and although the Cayenne isn’t bothered - the GT3 RS 
being relatively light in this company - it just doesn’t feel as 
dense and solid as the other three. Rolling around the TopGear 
test track in a wholly unscientific test of performance, the 
Range Rover bellows blue murder - it’s by far the loudest 
thing here, including the sports cars - the G63 emits a kind of 
saw-toothed burble and the Bentley, even in V8 format, feels 
a bit like an EV, solid torque and church quiet. The Cayenne is 
relentlessly efficient and surprisingly rapid once it gets going. 
But they all, without pause, tow like absolute champions, stop 


like they aren’t connected to anything at all, and provide neat 
little reversing cameras that allow you to hook the rigs up solo. 
This matters if you have to do such things regularly. 

Diving childishly into Hammerhead, you can feel the weight 
and momentum of the combinations trying to force you wide. 
But, to be quite honest, the only real issue with towing using 
a massive sports SUV is that you completely forget you have 
a trailer on the back and start firing down the motorway. And 
every time you look in your rear-view mirror and see a sports 
car nailed to your back bumper, it can be... unsettling. Even the 
Nomad, the only manual tow car here, feels docile enough, and 
that’s with the less solid single-bike trailer (and higher centre 
of gravity) of the Ace strapped to the back. 

Inevitably, once the various rigs are deconstructed, things 
get faster and braking distances reduce considerably. Jack 
careers off on the angular Ace, wrestling with a l,200cc V4 and 
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173bhp on a bike that weighs just 230kg and looks unerringly 
like the artistic scaffold of the Nomad that delivered it. The 
GT3 RS and Project 8 spear off together, the 9,000rpm flat-six 
free-breathing howl of the 911 undercut by the bassy thrum 
of the XE’s supercharged V8. Corners are taken via wildly 
different lines, the Porsche neatly sliding, the Jaguar bullying 
its way through with just a smidgen of oversteer and four- 
wheel-drive corner-exit punch, while their respective 
attendant SUVs do their thing. It has to be said, although the 
Range Rover Sport SVR is hilariously theatrical - mostly due 
to that noise - and surprisingly flat through corners, nothing 
here swivels around a track like a Cayenne Turbo. It’s more 
like a 911 than you’d believe. After that, the Mercs seem to be 
content on their own, the same song sung at slightly different 
pitches, the new G63 night-and-day capable compared to the 
old G-Wagen - albeit like watching a tower block attempting a 
lap time, the AMG GT R lazily setting fire to its rear tyres as it 
arcs around it. It’s all lightly hilarious and eminently pointless. 

Or is it? Because the weird thing is, whatever brand 
association you have, whatever innards they might share, 
there’s a definite feeling from each of the products that 
they come from a specific manufacturer, even though the 
products are polar. And we’re not necessarily just talking 
about switchgear and styling. Both Porsches are clinical, 
nimble and utterly self-possessed. The Jaguar/Land Rover 


products are loud, entertaining and slightly brutish. The 
Mercedes brawny, muscular and hewn. Even the Bentleys feel 
of a piece, engineered into a place all of their own, and the Ariels 
could only be from that manufacturer, even though they are, 
both conceptually and literally, completely different things. 

There is, therefore, a serious point to be made here. And it’s 
about diversification. When discussing the idea of a tow-rig 
feature, it became clear that there were several manufacturers 
capable of fielding cars from very different sectors, neatly 
demonstrating the need for marques to offer a broad range of 
vehicles to remain successful. A manufacturer will not survive 
on extremity alone, and yet needs the ‘halo’ cars to inject the 
kind of brand awareness that drags people in. Think about 
the Porsche Cayenne - a car widely ridiculed by traditional 
enthusiast media at the time of launch in 2002, for not being a 
“proper Porsche”. No matter how capable it was as a standalone 
SUV, it offended those who felt kinship with the traditional 
ideology of the brand. And yet... And yet, the Cayenne over three 
generations and 16 years of production has undoubtedly propped 
up the production of the RS models everyone loves, indirectly 
given birth to the bewinged specials that adorn bedroom walls. 

If history is to tell us anything, it’s that the Cayenne hasn’t 
spoiled Porsche’s sports car offering, it has preserved it. 

Similarly, while Land Rover might be conceptually based in 
things like the full-fat Range Rover and defunct Defender, it’s the 


“Although the RRS SVR is hilariously 
theatrical, nothing here swivels 
around a track like a Cayenne Turbo” 



i. V** - " 



Inspiration for my rig? 
Simply that original 
is best. And I have 
- without doubt - the 
best-handling set-up 
here. Some 542b hp 



from the original 
SSUV. the Porsche 
Cayenne Turbo, 
dragging behind it 
513bhp of ultimate 
track satisfaction in 


the shape of a very 
green, very 9,00Qrpm- 
red-line GT3 RS. You 
know why things end 
up being cliched? 
Because often, they’re 



the best at what they 
do - ubiquity really can 
be a pointer towards 
greatness. Comeat 
me, Trailer Queens, 
the best is right here. 












TOW TEST 
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M jij 


In 1683, a volcano on 
the Indonesian island 
of Krakatoa went 
bang in a big way. The 
explosion was so loud 
that it ruptured the 
eardrums of people 
40 miles away, and 
was clearly heard 
on islands more than 
3,000 miles west in the 
Indian Ocean. The 
Jaguar XE Project 6 
and Range Rover 
Sport SVR are louder. 
No question. I half- 
expect my colleagues 
to clutch at their ears 
in pain as I start the 
P8 and ease it onto its 
Brian James trailer. 
These two are all 
about the noise. A 
rude, incongruous 
noise that never fails 
to put a smile on your 
face, no matter the 
situation. Yes, they 
look absurd and 
are driven mainly by 
the kind of people 
whose houses have 
fake Roman columns, 
and maybe they aren’t 
quite at the same level 
dynamically as some 
of my colleagues' 
cars (despite JLR’s 
best efforts), but, by 
God, they make you 
laugh. And it’s much 
easier to laugh when 
you’re warm and dry, 
Mr Rlx. If theatrics are 
your bag. then this 
twosome is without 
doubt the ultimate 
rig. Makes silly noises, 
goes silly fast, looks 
totally ridiculous. 
People will hate 
you for It. but you 
can always drown 
them out. 


it. 


RRS SVR/ 

PROJECT 8 


RR Sport and Discovery Sport that sell, and while Jaguar 
is traditionally famous for sports cars, spreadsheets are 
motivated by more prosaic offerings (even if the SVR F-Pace 
was unavailable for test). Even Ariel, a company famous for 
its singularity of purpose with the Atom, has broadened 
its offering to three products: Atom, Nomad and Ace, all 
using similar skillsets and sharing an ethos. 

And that’s why these cars have towballs. Not because 
there’s a huge demand to tow a trailer down the Autobahn 
at 150mph, but because they are the products of modern 
automotive manufacturing. A place where platform sharing 
and parts commonality, marketing and niche-filling is part of 
the game you need to play to be solvent. Big manufacturers 
simply cannot survive on a singular product, and even an 
entity like Lamborghini - DNA deep in the sports car sphere 
- needs to produce cars that will sell, and in numbers. Ariel 
needed to expand on the relatively limited appeal of the Atom, 
and bigger manufacturers noted that many of their sports-car 
buyers had at least one big, expensive SUV in their fleet... and 
they needed a piece of that pie. The Bentayga currently makes 
up about half of all Bentley sales, and the Urus is already 
predicted to double Lamborghini’s total figures, bringing 
with it stability and profitability. Crossovers and SUVs account 
for two thirds of all US car sales, and we’ll see similar moves 
from Aston with the DBX, the release of Rolls-Royce’s Cullinan 
later this year, and even Ferrari with its 2019/2020 “FUV”. 

The truth is that you can be as iconic as you like, have brand 
identity and equity pouring out of your ears, but if you don’t 
sell enough cars, in enough volume, you will end up selling 
nothing at all. Which is how this totally pointless test turned 
into a serious one, and proves that we should all be glad that 
cars like the Lamborghini Urus have towbars. It’s to secure 
for the future the ones that don’t. m 
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Sports-car makers noted that 
many of their buyers had one 
big, expensive SUV in their fleet” 
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iUHRMGMI 


Why put miles on your precious 
Huracan, when you can buy 
another Lambo to tow it instead? 

WORDS: PAUL HORRELL / PHOTOGRAPHY: RICHARD PARDON 





LAMBORGHINI HURACAN 
PERFORMANTE 

Price £207,925 
Engine 5204cc, V10, 
630bhp, 4431b ft ~ 
Transmission 7spd 
dual-clutch, AWD 
Performance 0-62mph 
in 3.1secs, 201mph 
Economy 18.8mpg, 
348g/km CO 2 
Weight 1507kg (dry) 












LAMBORGHINI 

URUS 

Price £165,000 
Engine 3933cc, 

V8 twin-turbo, 
641bhp, 6271b ft 
Transmission 8spd 
automatic, AWD 
Performance 0-62mph 
in 3.6secs, 190mph 
Economy 22.2mpg, 
290g/km C0 2 
Weight 2200kg 




















































LAMBOS ON TOUR 
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ood for my fellow TG-ists, having such 
a load of fun with their on-track Top 

B Trumping. But I’d actually have won 

by roughly lOObhp, enough to bruise 
their egos so brutally that I’d have felt 
bad. So I’m off to do something more 
real with the Lamborghinis. 

A racing dinghy is technically a mode of transport, 
but no one uses it for that. A glider or a hot air 
balloon similarly. They’re about the recreation, not 
the transportation. Between the sailing and the flying, 
people tow them behind SUVs. A Lamborghini Huracan 
Performante Spyder isn’t any different. On paper it fulfils 
the technical definition of an automobile, but really 
as a form of transport it’s hilariously deficient in too 
many ways to list. But on the right road it will be 
recreation in excelsis. 

That right road, the best in England for our purposes, 
is a loop around the North Pennines, through and above 
Teesdale and Weardale. Its width, the variety and 
frequency of its corners, their sightlines, the sparseness 
of other traffic, and the sheer jaw-dropping vistas when 
you can tear your eyes away from the next entrance 
to apex, those things are, to my mind, unmatched. 

Five hours, most of it motorway, separates that 
road from the TopGear office. Have you seen the 
Performante Spyder’s seats? Literally buckets. Arse- 
bruising, shoulder-cramping, fixed-back solid carbon- 
fibre buckets. The Urus’s, OTOH, are adjustable in a 
dozen-plus directions, and have massage. With radar 
cruise engaged at around the trailer speed limit, 
its engine is to all intents and purposes silent, some 
90 per cent of its potential held in reserve (it has a dial 
that tells me this). The stereo, satnav and driver aids 


are all top-end Audi spec. Urus or Performante on 
the Ml: really, what would you do? 

Lamborghini’s people were reluctant to have us 
towing an open trailer. They thought it’d make the 
Huracan look like it was broken down. Well, I’d say if 
your breakdown service starts using Lamborghini SUVs 
as towcars, you might start asking questions about your 
your annual subscription. Plus, we didn’t want to get 
ourselves scooped by going socially viral. Yet only one 
shot of our outlandish rig ever hit Instagram. It seems 
supercar bloggers spend their time in Monte Carlo and 
Knightsbridge, rather than Trowell Services on the Ml. 

Brian James’s T6 trailer is an awesome thing. 

For loading, its hydraulically tilting bed, and the 
Huracan’s nose lift, help us avoid splitter-scraping 
horrors. Its underslung wheels mean it’s no wider 
than the (already ridiculously wide) Urus, so I can be 
confident that when I’ve threaded the Urus through 
a gap, the trailer will follow without catastrophe. The 
masses involved are stomach-churning: we’ve got 1.6 
tonnes of fuelled-up Huracan and 0.9 tonne of trailer 
to haul, plus the Urus’s own 2.2 tonnes. But it refuses 
to break sweat. Honestly, on the Ml we run an out-of- 
the-roadworks 40-65mph rolling-start drag race, and 
the 641bhp twin-turbo V8 still manages to outrun the 
photo team’s Jaguar F-Pace. 

It makes quite the bellow doing that, but the rest of 
the time the engine falls to a murmur, and surprisingly 
the tyres don’t roar, either, so it’s an easy job for the 
B&O stereo to dominate. I could easily forget I’ve got the 
trailer at all. Except the sight of a supercar’s chuff filling 
my rear-view mirror never ceases to surprise me. (We 
loaded it that way round to keep the VIO’s mass close to 
the trailer axles.) Picture too the double-takes of the 



Teesdale’s first open-air 
shisha cafe was struggling to 
draw the crowds 


“It seems supercar bloggers 
spend their time in Monte Carlo, 
rather than Trowell Services” 
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folk who come across a yellow Lamborghini reversing at speed 
up the middle lane of the Ml. 

On the pretext of “What do SUV owners do with their 
SUVs?”, TopGear briefed me to get in among the caravanning 
fraternity. I stop at the CAMC’s Teesdale site, where people are 
ridiculously magnanimous in view of the old enmity between us 
and their homes on wheels. They shriek in wonder at the yellow 
Huracan, but don’t notice that, as per the old bumper sticker, my 
other car is a Lamborghini. Once told, it too kinda bowls them 
over. I’d planned to erect my pathetic little ridge tent and stay 
the night here. But I also want to be up early to get the Huracan 
doing its thing on the moor above. A cold-start in either of these 
Lambos results in what we motoring writers are contractually 
obliged to call ‘an invigorating barrage of exhaust noise overlaid 
with a fusillade of pops and bangs’. At 5am this would be the 
rudest possible thing to do to a field full of people in thin-walled 
sleeping quarters trying to have a holiday. So we slink off the 
evening before and find a hotel. 

Early next morning, a layby on the B6282 is the gateway to the 
Performante. It rolls off the trailer, warms itself through, and sets 
off to do what it came for. There’s been a lot written about the 
fixed-roof Performante’s blistering track efforts, including a time 
around the Nordschleife that many people just didn’t believe. Its 


Try as it might, Huracan 
couldn't convince Urus 
to play see-saw 












active aero obviously contributed. But at road speeds, other 
aspects of its make-up will add much more to the joy of living. 

So I start off in y’know, Strada mode. Not even Sport and 
never mind Corsa. The engine, at first, is all. It’s an electrifying, 
affecting, unforgettable love song to natural aspiration. Lord, 
let’s not let that song become a lament. We can’t, can we, see 
the death of engines such as this? Pistons must be free to 
reciprocate at 8,500rpm, throttle butterflies to admit their air 
as predictably as atmospheric pressure dictates, and exhausts to 
remain untrammelled by the muffling and inertia of turbines. 
Lamborghini’s V10 has an instantaneous and infectious vivacity, 
even at low revs, hurling the car ahead through the mid ranges, 
and then, just at the point where your turbo-accustomed fingers 
are involuntarily moving towards the up paddle at 6,000rpm, this 
awesome unblown engine takes on a whole new magnitude of 
urgency and pelts onward. Only after another 2,500rpm of awe is 
its rabid energy finally bridled. Then you tap that paddle and the 
thing sawtooths on for another magical round in the next gear. 

Corners are coming. Carbon-ceramic discs bite down on the 
speed, and the car dives in. It disposes of curves majestically, 
never losing its level or its tenacity. Oh, in a damp second-gear 
it’ll edge its tail out if you insist, but the drama is tidy. Mostly, it 
just grips, even at speeds where that aero can’t be doing much - 
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“At 6,000rpm, this 
awesome engine 
takes on a whole new 
magnitude of urgency” 
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and indeed the full asymmetric ALA is activated only 
in Corsa, a mode I don’t use because it tightens the 
dampers to an extent that this road won’t tolerate. 

Corsa mode also quickens the actual ratio of the active 
steering, so your hands move through a lesser arc. But 
again I prefer the Strada mode. Its lower gearing means 
the disturbance of bumps won’t jostle your hands into 
unintended steering inputs. It’s like Ferrari’s racks were 
in the Nineties, and I remember them fondly. The 
Performante’s springing is supple enough to breathe 
nicely over this bumpy terrain, too. 

Even beyond the drastic longitudinal and lateral g- 
loads, what makes the Performante such a vivid joy is its 
sensations. You touch the tyres, knowing how their grip 
changes as first the fronts, then the rears, negotiate a bump 
or dip, and the engine wires itself into your nerves and your 
cochlea. The roof is down too, for more sensation at every 
speed. The motion envelops me from every quarter. 

I return, eventually, to a halt at our layby, if only to let 
my heart regain its composure. Seems fair to unshackle the 
Urus from the trailer and see what it makes of this road. 

It too can be ridiculously rapid. It’s the fastest SUV sold 
anywhere. The mass doesn’t seem to impede its progress. By 
the magic of every one of VW Group’s chassis technologies, 
and one or two tweaks unique to the Lamborghini division, 
it manages to grip like crazy, roll very little, understeer not 
much at all, and ride pretty well. But, critically, it misses 
the intangibles that make speed thrilling. The steering and 
engine are muffled, the pedals indistinct in their answers. 

Look, the Urus is ridiculously capable. At a motorway 
cruise, even with the trailer, it’s largely silent, abundantly 
luxurious and almost drives itself. It carries four people 
and their stuff over any terrain. And it’ll keep up with 
99 per cent of sports cars in straights and corners. By any 
reasonable metric, the Urus can do anything. 

But that’s the point. Lamborghinis are Lamborghinis 
because of what they can’t do. Can’t carry your kids or your 
stuff, can’t cosset you, can’t calm down, can’t compromise, 
can’t stop making demands. Absolutely can’t go incognito. 

The Urus can. People didn’t spot it was a Lambo at 
all. It’s quiet normally, its note the soft, generic one of 
a V8 with 90-degree crank and turbos. Said ‘barrage of 
exhaust noise overlaid with a fusillade of pops and bangs’ 
is in truth wholly artificial, happening only on cold-start 
or in the aggressive button-modes. In contrast, the 
Performante’s engine is all character, all of the time. 

The shape of the Urus’s body has the same issue: largely 
a generic SUV in outline and proportion, with a load 
of falsified creases overlaid to get your attention. The 
Huracan has real Lambo proportions and so benefits 
from authentically calm panel surfaces. 

The blue car is super-competent across a huge spectrum, 
yet I can’t love it. The yellow one is mostly pretty useless, 
but in its element it’s adorable. Still, today the first one 
has got us to the road where I drank in the second’s 
transcendent best, and for that I’m grateful to it. fZB 

Thanks to Jackie and team at the camc.com Teesdale site 



IftVPISEE 


/ y * * 

“Lamborghinis 
are Lamborghinis 
because of what 

they can’t do” 

_ 


topgear.com > OCTOBER 2 01 8 083 























n faster? Only the €5m Divo 



TOPGEAR.COM > 


OCTOBER 2 01 8 085 















“The brief was to design a car totally 
different from the Chiron, but make it 
recognisable, instantly, as a Bugatti” 



t takes a special type of mind to stroll in on your first day, poke 
around the quickest production car in the world, and decide item 
one is to make it a quantum leap faster. But on 1 January 2018, that’s 
precisely what Stephan Winkelmann, the new president of Bugatti, 
did. Eight months later, the Divo is the result - a car that takes its 
ingredients from the same allotment as the Chiron, but cooks them 
up into something with a bit more kick. 

Rule one of Divo: do not try to rationalise it - your head will 
explode and you’ll ruin the carpet. At €5m a pop, it’s twice the price 
of a Chiron, so unless the propshaft is forged in gold, dipped in 
unicorn poo and rolled in diamonds, it’s not a number that can be 
justified by any normal means. No, the key here is exclusivity. It might 
use the same l,479bhp behemoth of an engine as the Chiron does, but 
everything else is stiffer, lighter and generally madder, refocusing the 
car not on top speed, but going around corners like an LMP1 race car. 
Oidy 40 will be produced (that’s 40 on top of the 500 Chirons Bugatti is 
already building), and you can’t have one. Despite buyers having to be 
proposed by a dealer and own a Chiron already, it sold out immediately. 
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And yes, more than one of the 40 bought a Chiron just to get their 
hands on the €5m fruit. 

This is the genius of Winkelmann. A man who knows his customers 
better than they know themselves, who can take a relatively shoestring 
budget and, like Jesus and his loaves and fishes, turn one car into many, 
keeping the buzz going while, behind the scenes, he ponders his next 
move. At Lamborghini, he mastered the art, recasting the Murcielago 
as the Reventon, the Gallardo as the Sesto Elemento and the Aventador 
as the Veneno and Aventador J, while the Urus’s lengthy development 
process bubbled away. The Divo is born of the same philosophy. 

Over to Achim Anscheidt, design director, the man tasked with 
turning Winkelmann’s brainwave into three dimensions: “The brief 
for the project was very clear, to design a car that is completely 
different from the Chiron, but make it recognisable, instantly, as a 
Bugatti. That’s why we still have the horseshoe grille, the centre line 
accentuation and a modified Bugatti line from the side.” 

A tough assignment, then? “Sorry, it was easy for me. I’ve been 
burning all these years to do something like this, and who better could 


you ask for than a president that’s gained so much experience, 
knowledge and brand awareness in his former life.” 

Fair enough. It’s at this point I should probably point out that this 
isn’t merely a design exercise or a Chiron with a new hat on, it has been 
honed and thrashed mercilessly around Nardo’s 6.2km handling circuit 
to make sure it has the speed to match its show. It worked... posting a 
lap time a full eight seconds faster than the Chiron. But why go down 
the route of a road-legal racer at all? Isn’t it at odds with Bugatti’s hard- 
fought reputation for building cars that bend physics in a straight line, 
but possess the luxury and ease of use of a well-specced Rolls-Royce? 

“We started in this direction already this year in Geneva with 
the Chiron Sport, which is already a bit lighter, a bit sportier,” 
Winkelmann explains. “But in the performance part of the cake, 
handling is something which we feel could be highlighted more 
in a Bugatti. That’s what we concentrated on here.” 

But Winkelmann wasn’t about to push the green light without 
first consulting the history books. It’s from there that the name was 
plucked - Albert Divo - a two-time Targa Florio winner in the late 
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Twenties and a Frenchman of Italian descent, like Ettore Bugatti. 

The Divo also builds on Bugatti’s history of in-house coachbuilding, an 
idea driven through by Ettore’s son, Jean, in the Thirties. It produced 
some of Bugatti’s most iconic shapes, culminating in the most sought 
after of them all - the riotously curvy Type 57SC Atlantic, of which 
only two are in existence. 

Back to the present. We meet the Divo in a dimly lit Hamburg studio, 
hours before it’s chained down, crated up and shipped to California 
for its world debut in the sun. But a gloomy lair is where it belongs, for 
the way it shapeshifts depending on the shadows, the sheer spectacle 
of its new light signatures and because pure evil belongs in the dark. 
There’s inspiration from the Gran Turismo concept, that spawned the 
Chiron, in its colour palette and extravagant aero, but every vent, duct 
and wing is there to work. In total it produces 456kg of downforce at 
top speed - 90kg more than the Chiron. 

The rear pulls its weight via a wider and deeper diffuser that 
splits either side of the retrimmed quad exhausts, and a 1.8m-wide 
hydraulic wing (23 per cent wider than the Chiron). On the roof, fresh 
air is rammed through a NACA duct before being cleaved by the fin and 
fed smoothly over the engine bay and square onto the wing. The front 
mucks in with a huge chin spoiler, air curtains to tidy the air as it 


passes over the wheels and no fewer than four separate vents channel 
air to cool the front brakes. 

Really it’s a car of two halves, an imaginary line drawn horizontally 
along its midriff. On the top, organic shapes and smooth slipperiness, 
below is something more brutal, designed to slice and bully the air. It’s 
still a Chiron under there, no question, but this feels like something 
sketched after two-dozen espressos early in the Chiron’s development 
and binned in favour of a more sensible physique. It’s the front that’s 
the biggest departure. Impossibly thin headlights bracketed by LED 
running lights that swoop upwards and right to the outer edges of 
the bonnet, widening the car and defining it. It’s the same at the 
back where the tail-lights are pure concept car fantasy - made up 
of 44 3D-printed fins that light up individually. 

You can see the push and pull between engineering and design 
departments playing out in front of your eyes. Unsurprisingly, it wasn’t 
all plain sailing: “The days are gone when you just draw something and 
throw it over the fence at engineering. Of course there are arguments 
- it’s like talking to your wife,” says Anscheidt, grinning. 

Inside, the architecture is familiar, but that doesn’t make it any 
less impressive. Slide across the sill, drop into the Divo Blue Alcantara 
bucket seat, and I’m instantly a giddy 15-year-old poking, rubbing, 
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Interior splashed in Divo 
Blue Alcantara, because 
it’s lighter than leather 
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“Where the real shift 
has occurred is where 
the eye can’t see” 




Replcement bulbs, 
probably not available 
in your local Halfords 


prodding, marvelling at the precision of the metal and carbon work, and 
the theatre of the illluminated arc. There are changes in here - more 
padding on the centre console and deeper sculpting on the seats - to 
hold your puckered butt cheeks in place when you turn in at a 220mph, 
or encounter a speed bump, but otherwise it’s all Chiron. 

Where the real shift has occurred is where the eye can’t see. Stiffer 
springs, dampers and anti-roll bars (no official figures on by how much), 
an extra degree of negative camber on the wheels and 35kg of weight 
saved though the carbon-fibre wiper blades, grooves cut into the wheel 
spokes, less insulation, a lighter sound system and deleted storage in 
the doors and centre console. Hardly a crash diet, I admit, but every 
little helps. Lead engineer Stefan Ellrott insists: “The step we’ve taken 
with the Divo in terms of agility... can be compared with the overall 
development from the Veyron to the Chiron.” Ballsy claim. 

The 8.0-litre quad-turbo W16 produces the same l,479bhp, the 
seven-speed twin-clutch ’box is identical, 0-62mph is still 2.4 seconds... 
but the top speed isn’t. While the Chiron is capped at 261mph, the 
Divo slams into its limiter at 236mph. That’s because the extra 
downforce and negative camber increase the load on the tyres, 
hence this nod to self-preservation. Essentially there’s no top-speed 
mode, unlocked with an extra key in the Chiron, just EB, Autobahn 
and Handling. Could it take on the Nordschleife? “Not for the time 
being, no,” says Winkelmann. 

But what next for the Chiron? There’s still no news on if and when 
a top-speed run will occur. By Bugatti’s own admission, the engine is 
near the limit of what its components can cope with and good luck 
finding any space in the Chiron’s packaging for hybrid enhancement. 

But the boss is constantly busy, looking for an opportunity to expand. 
“We’re working on a lot of things, but do we have resources to do more? 

I will say no today because I don’t have the people and money. Already, 
people are telling me to slow down, but I don’t think that’s the way 
to act. If you’re ever satisfied, then something is wrong.” SB 
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It’s 9am in the Gobi desert and the sun is getting its boots on, 
ready for another hard day of grinding its heel into the punished 
earth of southern Mongolia. We’ve been out here an hour already 
and, until now, found nothing. 

Well, that’s not true. Personally I’ve found quite a lot. Quite 
a lot of nothing as it turns out. For the record, dinosaur fossils 
are not root casts, striated stones or, on one occasion, ready- 
scavenged cattle bones. And then suddenly, there they are, 
scattered all over the surface. Clay-red, knuckle-sized 
Ankylosaurus bones. “A whole herd of them,” I’m told in an 
almost reverential whisper, about this club-tailed dinosaur 
that lived 80 million years ago and is now on its comeback tour. 

Next lesson: geography and geology. Mongolia is vast, and 
vastly rich in fossil deposits. Sandwiched between Russia and 
China, it’s properly remote and the Gobi is the remotest part 
of it. The emptiest part of an already empty country (apply 
Mongolia’s population density to the UK and we’d be home to 
just 467,000 people). Hard to get to and tough when you do, 
it’s hardly surprising that it’s thought to contain the richest 
undiscovered fossil deposits in the world. 

Because here’s another factor: small population (three 
million) equals few palaeontologists. Guess how many PhD-grade 


palaeontologists, with the necessary qualifications to lead digs, 
there are in Mongolia? Questions don’t work well in a magazine 
format, so I’ll tell you. Three. Of whom one is retired, one is the 
largely desk-bound head of department and one is... Badmaa. 

Badamkhatan Zorigt - he of “this is crazy” - earned his PhD 
in America and now has quite the landscape at his disposal. So I 
know what you’re thinking: clumsily crow-bar a car brand into 
dino-hunting by giving Badmaa some Infinitis so he can get 
about the place. Not so much. 

Infiniti President Roland Krueger happens to be a genuine 
adventurer who has dragged a sledge solo to the South Pole. 

As you do. That earned him induction into the Explorers Club, 
where he found out about this expedition in Mongolia, the plan 
being to use technology to revolutionise the search for fossils. 

Because how do you find fossils? You dig. But where do you 
dig when your maps are Soviet-era 1:100,000 scale and the most 
detailed satellite imagery resolves itself at ground level as a 
solitary pixel 15m across? 

Drew Wendeborn works for Quantum Spatial, a remote 
sensing company that uses drones and specialist cameras to plot 
powerlines, explore caves, peer through vegetation and so on. He’s 
here because he once randomly bumped into a Brit driving a black 
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Wilderness ‘showering’ 
took quite some planning 
and getting used to 



cab around the world. Don’t ask. The links are barmy, but where 
they’ve led to is Drew, photographer Richard Pardon and I in a 
Cessna south from Ulaanbaatar, kitted out with supplies for a 
couple of days in the desert and a space-hopper landing we mostly 
watch out the side window. Welcome to Dalanzadgad. Where the 
next adventure sport is a drive across the desert. 

It’s raining, has been for two weeks, and the runway is the 
last bit of tarmac we’ll see. What follows is more akin to mud 
wrestling than driving (Richard’s nervous humming of the 
Jurassic Park theme tune when my driving becomes overly 
exuberant will be a continuing theme), as we head west into 
the Gobi, in search of a cheery palaeontologist. 

Our “Dr Zorigt, I presume?” moment comes after several 
hours of slithering in a convoy led by an inevitable Land Cruiser, 
pursued by three Nissan Navara pickups carrying our mobile 
camp and us in a pair of Infiniti QX80s containing drones and 
camera kit. Thirty per cent of Mongols are still involved in 
nomadic herding of the ‘five snouts’: camel, horse, sheep, goat 
and cattle. We see more herdsmen on motorbikes than horseback, 
but either way it’s not a lifestyle given to permanence - or a street 
address. Everything out here is done on GPS coordinates. The 
QX80’s satnav is deeply confused, insisting we’re somewhere off 
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I’m given a tool bag containing 
brushes and small scraping 
devices (but no hammer - 
TG’s reputation precedes it)” 


California’s Pacific coast, but our calm Mongol guides just 
keep pointing west as we rattle along parallel ruts through 
scenery that’s surprisingly... well, green. 

A familiar aroma has been permeating the cabin and teasing 
my nostrils. When we stop for a comfort break I can finally 
identify it. Chives. Chives everywhere, chives as far as the 
eye can see. And the eye can see a long way on this vast, 
lofty, uninterrupted plateau. They are the grass out here. If 
Mongolia can figure out a way to make chives the next kale, its 
herdsmen will switch from livestock to arable in a heartbeat. 

As it is, I can only assume their meat has an oniony tang. 

Green eventually tapers to yellow, orange and brown as 
the QX80 pounds onwards. It’s a camel-like machine: not a 
looker, but who wants looks when you’re crossing a desert? 
Dependability - that’s the key out here. That’s been understood 
for a hundred years, since a US palaeontologist named Roy 
Chapman Andrews first pioneered the use of cars in this very 
desert. In contravention to everything I’ve heard about camels, 
the QX80 delivers a vastly impressive ride quality. Air-sprung 
on plump tyres, it heaves and sighs over the surface, a shag-pile 
topped waterbed dragged over punishing gravel washboard. 


We camp that night by the side of an exposure, a quarry-like 
area of softer cretaceous-era rock - in this case sandstone - 
that’s being exposed by erosion. The recent rain has hauled 
away more layers of sediment “which will have uncovered new 
fossils, but also covered up others,” Badmaa tells me. That 
night we get a crash course in palaeontology and field work, 
gaze up at the most perfectly detailed starscape I’ve ever seen 
(the only visible movements either satellites or shooting stars), 
and finally head to bed beneath it. Badmaa and I drag our cots 
out of the tents to fall asleep under the brilliantly pin-pricked 
blanket of night. In my case, once I’ve watched a little Jurassic 
Park. Spoiler alert: and had it totally debunked. 

The next morning I’m given a water bottle, a tool bag 
containing brushes and small scraping devices (but no 
hammer - TopGear’s reputation precedes it) and off we head. 
“Don’t expect to find much to start with,” Badmaa tells me. 
“Plenty of expeditions go for a week and find nothing for the 
first five days. Your eyes have to tune in. And we’re really 
searching at the wrong time of day - it’s best to look when the 
shadows are shortest and the sun is highest.” And hottest, he 
manages not to point out. It’s fascinating following Badmaa 
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around, because when he does find the Ankylosaurus bed 
(“Best rule of thumb is to lick your finger, touch the rock 
and if it’s slightly sticky, it’s likely to be a fossil”), it’s not his 
excitement, but the amount of knowledge he can extract from 
the fossils that blows me away. Species, likely age at death, 
where exactly these fragments fit on the skeleton. What you 
don’t do, is dig it up - fieldwork is as much about collecting 
data as specimens. Just take a pic, geotag it and move on. 

We’re not actually here to make discoveries. Drew’s 
drone is a key to unlocking the mystery of Mongolian fossil 
beds. “Ground-penetration radar?” I ask confidently, while 
sagely scratching my chin. He’s polite enough to stifle the 
groan. Clearly a question he’s been asked by other clueless 
muppets. “Unfortunately not. At the moment, ground- 
penetration is laborious - you have to drag the machine 
over the ground very slowly, plus it’s expensive and needs 
really specialist equipment, whereas what I’ve got here...” 
he says, pulling out a regular DJI drone and GoPro, “...is 
simple, portable, cheap and if it goes wrong I can get 
spares in UB [Ulaanbaatar].” 

•if . U '■ 



I don’t like to point out that UB is at least a day away, or 
that the tech isn’t that straightforward. The GoPro casing 
is intact, but the internals are heavily modified so it sees 
different wavelengths of light: not just red and green, but 
also near-infrared, helping it distinguish rock type via 
thermal imaging and build up a 3D map of the ground. 

Launching from the bonnet, it flies a fixed course 250 
metres above the exposure “just mowing the lawn”, building 
up a detailed picture not at the 15m-per-pixel of the satellite, 
but 10cm per pixel. “We can do small areas like this, get the 
detail and then apply the results to larger satellite images, 
to help Badmaa pinpoint whether a location is worth exploring 
or not. Just advancing the science really.” Simply put, but 
potentially revolutionary. Mongolia’s maps suddenly became 
one hundred times more detailed, the information way more 
specific. Combine drone surveying with Badmaa’s notes about 
particular areas, apply this nationwide, and you’ve got much 
more targeted, reliable palaeontology. 

We’re on the move. Our destination is Flaming Cliff's, but 
there’s a stop en route. We scramble around an escarpment 


“Combine drone surveying with 
Badmaa’s notes and you’ve got much 
more targeted, reliable palaeontology” 
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a safe distance after Ollie 


.'-•V L —( 




had used the facilities 






! * . ‘ * » k *7. 4 Th* .V Tf « 


«. ^ 4 % *v- ’ 

_ ._ . . m \ 


; ,,i >M 

yEf 4 ? fp -*i : >‘ j - *, a* "-V 

.. * T . - c> i 


No one thought we would 
find dinosaurs. Well, we 
showed them... 
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and there, poking fully out of the loose shale, jaw agape, is a 
Protoceratops skull. It’s being left where it is. In the UK, we 
get quite excited to discover a Civil War button. Out here they 
shrug at the Protoceratops: “basically a Cretaceous sheep”. 

A Velociraptor, though? That’s a rarer find, both because its 
delicate bone structure is less likely to survive 75 million years 
of Earth’s processes and, as solitary carnivores, there were 
fewer of them in the first place. A few days ago they found 
one. Maybe two, actually, it’s hard to tell. So that’s where 
we’re headed, away from the escarpments and exposures, back 
across the chive plains before suddenly tumbling off the edge 
of a cliff and descending into... Mars. Flaming Cliffs indeed. 
The QX80 is our rover, clambering down this treacherous path, 
its mission also one that involves taking samples. In this case 
the transport of Velociraptor to Mongolia’s Institute of 
Palaeontology and Geology in Ulaanbaatar. 

But first comes extraction. The rains have re-covered the 
bones, so there’s little to see, but we establish a perimeter 
by painstakingly brushing and scraping away material at 
the edges, slowly digging down, leaving an island of still- 
concealed juvenile Velociraptor bones. Plaster bandages are 
then swaddled around it, creating a hardened shell around the 
precious contents. Four hours’ work. It seems a lot of effort to 


A Velociraptor incubating i 
eggs. Proof that dinosaurs 
were warm-blooded? 
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go to when you think about how many more important finds 
there must be not only within Mongolia, but perhaps within 
a few feet. It’s only later I’ll appreciate the magic. 

That night we toast a good day’s work and, in the spirit of 
dino-bonhomie, the following morning I agree to drive the 
QX80 while wearing an inflatable T-Rex suit. My dignity knows 
no bounds. Reality restores itself when I realise I have to 
transport an actual dinosaur. The cast is placed on top of 
Drew’s soft bag for extra cushioning, blankets are packed 
around it and off I set, gladder than I’ve ever been to have a 
car that sponges up the rough so well. Dino-transportation 
might be a niche market, but Infiniti, you’ve got it sewn up. 

I last about, ooh, 50 yards before realising I’m not cut out 
for this responsibility. The drive back across the desert is 
too tempting, I just know I’ll get carried away and forget the 
precious cargo until I see it bouncing off the ceiling as I gaily 
sail off another crest. With the other QX80 acting responsibly, 
I’m free to lark about. It’s no rally car, the flat seats need more 
bolstering, and underneath it’s little more than a reskinned 
Nissan Patrol. But that makes this behemoth ideal for this 
landscape. Lantern-jawed and teak-tough, but with a hint 
of luxury to help while away the hours. 





Of which there are many. Once we hit tarmac, Ulaanbaatar is 
360 miles north on single-carriageway roads. The scenery is a 
constant spool of green plain. One town, one village, if memory 
serves, were the only interruptions. No fences, no fields, some 
hills as we neared UB. And I’m not aware of seeing a single tree. 

Mongolia’s Centre of Palaeontology contains treasures. 
Suddenly I get it, I get Badmaa’s celebration when he found 
the Ankylosaurus herd, his anticipation where I only saw 
the faint outline of a couple of Velociraptor ribs. Because 
he saw the potential. I see it now, having safely delivered 
the cast to its new home to dry for a couple of months 
before exploration, as I cast my eye around the lab, see not 
only the painstaking physical uncovering of the fossils, 
but understand what they tell us. They are puzzles, and 
palaeontologists solve them. 

In the basement, we’re shown the fossilised remains of a 
Velociraptor apparently incubating a clutch of eggs, the very 
fossil at the centre of the idea that the dinosaurs might actually 
have been warm-blooded. Will our cast provide further 
evidence? If not, another one, teased gently from Mongolia’s 
Cretaceous substrate at some point in the future, surely will. 
And now, Badmaa will have a better idea of where to look. m 
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There is shotgun 
neon, and purposeful bustle. There are huddles of shops, 
striding people and the pulse of commerce, industrious 
swarms of taxis and more neon, layered upon each other 
in a deluge of information that arrives in a rush, breathless 
and unapologetic. A million little stories played out in 
seconds, like any modern city in the world. 

But there’s a subtle flavour of wrong. The smallest of 
inconsistencies, as shocking as an unexpected grain of sand 
caught between your teeth. The neon is in kanji, logographic 
symbols instead of letters, the shops unfamiliar and often 
inscrutable, because I’m sure that the store called simply 
‘Green Peas’ sells other things, too. The people are compact 
and - generally - more precise in their steps, beautiful and 
interesting and foreign. I may be driving on the left, from 
the right-hand side of the car, but the taxis are blocky 
Toyota Crowns and Nissan Cedrics, two-toned and fender- 
mirrored, heaved from a styling book of 30 years past. 

I just stare for a bit. Because even in 2018, Tokyo, from 


a westerner’s perspective, is so brilliantly other, you never 
get bored of it. The disconnection of the language, the 
slippery notions of subtly dissimilar manners and customs; 
it makes it exciting in a way that feels like learning something 
new. I cruise past the Park Hyatt and realise that I’m 
becoming Bill Murray in Lost in Translation. Except my 
Scarlett Johansson has morphed into a hairy photographer 
called Mark. Bummer. 

I do have some good-looking company, mind you. And 
although it is showing me the late-night sights, it still has 
its own flavour of difference. The format might be known; 
a big, front-engined V8 coupe of the two-plus-no variety 
(the rear seats suitable only for shelving) and there’s a 
lOspd proper auto, rear drive and a long bonnet. Yet it is 
styled in such a way that it could be nothing but Japanese, 
the complex weave of angles that no one else manages 
quite so effectively. It is a Lexus LC500. And it is at home. 

There’s another reason we’re here, though. This is a 
big luxury grand tourer, woofly and accommodating, yet 
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in Japan, it leads a Batman-esque double life in the best race 
series you’ve probably never heard of. It’s called Super GT, 
a hotly contested hardcore series with wing-heavy GT500 
racers that run eight to 10 seconds a lap faster than current 
GT3 cars. The current champion is the KeePer TOM’S LC, 
piloted by two of the youngest drivers in the entire series, 
and we’re here to follow their progress at this weekend’s race 
at Mount Fuji Speedway. But first we have to get there, and 
I’m taking the scenic route. 

Fun stuff: if you’re in Tokyo and a car fan, all you really 
need to do is get out and about and you’ll see interesting 
things. Take another step and hit up one of the parking-slash- 
rest areas off the expressway at night, and you’ll ascend to the 
next level, because pretty much any evening with good weather 
sees the automotive underbelly of Tokyo exposed in flashes 
of chrome and neon. We head up to the Tatsumi parking area 
secreted away on the on-ramp of Route 9 on the Shutoko on 
a Thursday evening, and prove it. Suddenly, I feel like I’m 
living a cliche, and it is surreal. Tatsumi is on a raised area 


Forget the Tokyo skyline, 
just check-out the fit and 
finish of the headlining! 

































SUPER GT 


of the expressway some five or six storeys up, and it has views 
of the Ariake area and downtown Tokyo behind it. It is also 

- and somewhat disconcertingly - mobile. Deposited on 
flexible foundations designed to cope with Tokyo’s not- 
infrequent earthquakes, Tatsumi wobbles about quite a bit, 
even when artics rumble past. It’s weird. 

It’s also odd that it is full of interesting cars on a random 
evening. And I do mean full. A finesse of tastefully modified 
Lexi - GS-Fs and IS-Fs - sit gleaming in several spots, a 
couple of FD RX-7s, a pair of R34 Skylines, a violently green 

- but otherwise standard - Lamborghini Gallardo. There are 
modified GT86s, Golfs and even a brand-new Alpine A110. 
Everyone swarms the LC500, interested despite the quality 
of the other cars here, right up until a blue Aventador dripping 
ludicrous neon rolls up the entrance road, revs the hell out 

of its V12, spurts flames like a misfiring afterburner and 
then leaves at full chat. I just sort of stand with my mouth 
open. It’s hellishly hot and humid, 37 degrees and 80 per 
cent, even at night, I have crushing jetlag and don’t really 
understand what’s going on. But it’s brilliant, Japan living 
up to every expectation. 

Next day, we go and visit a few places, meet a few people, 
have a nose around Tokyo and its environs. The LC is docile 
and comfortable, albeit low and wide and not entirely suited 
to town work. So we head out to the Hakone Turnpike for a 
bit of a drive. Essentially a scenic toll road, Hakone is brilliant 
for getting out of the city, and the LC laps up every single 
sweeping curve. It’s not pretty at the top, the mountains 
austere, and withdrawn, and grumpy. The cloud a mantle of 
grey drawn about the tops like a cloak of disappointment. 

But the LC feels properly old-school, and happy to play. It’s 
strange, but despite the tech obviously loaded into the LC, 
the V8 version feels surprisingly natural. With a lot of modern 
performance cars, the art of driving becomes boiled down into 
the process of deciphering acronyms to figure out why a car 
is doing what. You don’t feel any more, you translate. Not so 
with the LC; it may have adaptive damping and selectable 
modes via the stumpy antenna on the side of the instrument 
binnacle, but when you get down to it, it just feels like a nicely 
sorted, big V8-engined GT. It’s not whip-smart and devilish, 
but it is lithe and long-legged, with plenty of edge to keep 
you interested. And it makes a noise that pushes back the 
mist, the engine the river from which the experience floods. 
It’s flow rather than force, not a car that goes lightning-fast, 
as such. It just collects all the verbs you can think of, and 
condenses them into one diamond-hard sense of doing. 

It is not, however, what you might consider to be the 
perfect base for a racecar. It’s too luxurious, too urbane, 
too suited to its aesthetic pitch. But when we eventually roll 
up to Fuji the next day after a glorious three-hour wander 
through the mountains, we glide into the pitlane to find the 
motorsport Hyde to the roadgoing LC’s Dr Jekyll. The sun 
only winched itself in the sky and started chucking around 
daylight about an hour ago, and already it’s 40 degrees, but 
seeing the racing LC ratchets up the heat a little more. The 
KeePer TOM’S LC is Manga made real, swollen with vented 
carbon arches, flattened to the floor, shaded by its own 
enormous wings. And it looks like it’s going to bite someone’s 
head off. You can see the resemblance, that this is an LC, but 
once you dig a little deeper, you find that the Super GT cars 
are familiar skins draped over a skeleton of hardcore 
motorsport. The tub is carbon, the panels are carbon, the 
wings are carbon. The motor is the class-standard 2.0-litre 
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LEXUSLC500 

Price: £85,895 
Engine: 4969cc naturally 
aspirated V8,471bhp, 3981b ft 
Transmission: lOspd 
automatic, RWD 
Performance: 0-62mph 
in 4.4secs, 168mph 
Economy: 24.4mpg, 
267g/km C0 2 
Weight: 1935kg 
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We glide into the pitlane 
to find the motorsport 
Hyde to the roadgoing. 
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SUPER GT 



four-cylinder with a Garrett blower, supposedly producing 
around 550bhp - though we later find out it’s probably nearer to 
680. And although it’s a shame it’s not a V8, the raw and guttural 
edge to the noise makes up for the lack of cylinders. There’s a 
six-speed sequential paddle shift, carbon brakes, and the whole 
thing weighs in at just over a tonne. Getting on for half the 
weight of the road car. 

Six LC outfits fight tooth-and-nail in the Super GT500 
championship with main rivals from Nissan (GT-R) and Honda 
(NSX), all with the ‘same’ engine. And they go fast. Racing on 
the same circuit as GT300 class cars (essentially semi¬ 
production GT3), they circulate at Fuji so quickly that they 
lap the GT300s every fourth lap. It’s like Le Mans condensed 
into a violently short track, each 500-mile race a battle royale 
of overtaking, tactics and endurance, pitched against a 
background of loads of different cars: there are GT-Rs and 
NSXs, Audi R8s and Lamborghini Huracans, AMG GT Rs 
and a Bentley Continental. There’s even a GT3-spec Toyota 
Prius. Really. Exciting doesn’t quite cover it, and although 
it also means that it can be quite confusing - especially with 
Japanese-only commentary - you get more overtaking in the first 
10 minutes of racing than you do in an entire season of Formula 


One. Jenson Button decamped here after emerging from FI (see 
panel) to race the Raybrig NSX-GT for Team Kunimitsu, and you 
can see why - this is undoubtedly a racer’s series. 

My first impressions of the KeePer TOM’S crew are that they 
are... young. Both born in 1994, Japanese local Ryo Hirakawa and 
New Zealand’s Nick Cassidy are boyband fresh and disturbingly 
focused. Reigning champions in the series, they both graduated 
from various formulae before ending up in Super GT, and they 
both patently love racing these cars - citing the ongoing tyre 
war, closeness of racing and sheer speed of the Super GT cars 
as the things that keep them engaged. The racing is close - close 
enough to warrant weight penalties for balance-of-power - and 
there’s a Rubik’s Cube of strategies to contend with when 
planning race versus championship strategy. Qualification takes 
place, and frankly, I still have no idea what’s going on, and leave 
the circuit knowing only two things: our KeePer TOM’S car 
qualifies seventh, and the ferocity of the racing and overtaking 
leaves you with an elevated heartbeat and a slight migraine. 

Race day, and Fuji is a circus. There are people dressed 
in mascot costumes who will obviously die when the sun reaches 
its peak, grid girls dressed in plastic shorts and towering heels, 
dragging with them attendant gaggles of middle-aged men who 
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Jenson 

From Formula One to Super GT, and 
a very different kind of racing... 


\0M 


When Jenson Button 
quit full-time FI at 
the end of the 2016 
season, one 
question popped 
up pretty quickly - 
was there a race 
series that would 
turn his head? He 
could have had a 
crack at Rallycross 
like his late father 
John, or wandered 
to the US, where he 
would have been 
warmly received. 

But instead, Button 
decamped to 
Japan, and Super 
GT. He took part in 
the showpiece 
Suzuka 1000km race 
in August 2017, and 
then announced 
that December he’d 
signed a deal to 
drive for Honda in 
the Team Kunimitsu 
NSX GT for the full 
championship in’18. 
Looking tanned and 


fit at Fuji, it certainly 
seems that life in 
Japan agrees with 
Button. And his 
reasons for heading 
east? Quite simple 
really: Button cites 
his continued 
association with 
Honda, the fact that 
he loves Japan and 
that he’d been 
following the series 
as a fan for a long 
time as justification 
enough to have a 
crack at competing. 
He came fifth at 
the Fuji 500, after 
getting a lOsec 
penalty for passing 
under a yellow - 
eventually finishing 
32secs behind the 
leader, with the 
penalty costing a 
total of 45secs. 
Close, but no cigar. 
But you feel he might 
well be in the mood 
for a fightback... 
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treat them like royalty. One set of drivers faces the TV cameras 
wearing cat ears and paw gloves (I’m not kidding), and there’s 
an aerial acrobatic display which concludes with the stunt 
plane flying down the main straight at just 20ft of elevation. 

I’m accosted by a man dressed as a blue devil who insists I take 
his picture and asked politely by a tiny Japanese woman if she 
can take mine. I’m still not sure why. 

We decamp to the first corner to await the start, and 
when the flag drops, the bullshit stops. The Super GT cars 
have a rolling start half a lap ahead of the GT3s, and I swear 
I thought not a single one would get around the first right- 
hand bend, such was the speed at which they approached 
the corner. They don’t so much brake as delete speed, still 

“There simply is no let¬ 
up, no place to catch 
your breath, no respite. 
And they do this for 500 
miles. It’s berserk” 


turning in at aero-assisted triple-digit mph. KeePer TOM’S 
gets through, and I watch aghast as an angry swarm of GT3s 
fusses through the first corner a moment later. How they 
don’t all immediately crash is beyond me. Within two or 
three laps, the Super GTs are lapping the GT3s and I lose 
track completely, befuddled by a confusion of GT3s being 
absolutely scythed by the Super GT cars. This has to be one 
of the most intense forms of racing anywhere - for drivers 
of both classes. Not only do you have to constantly battle 
with your peers, you have to watch for vehicles either going 
much, much slower, or ten seconds a lap faster. There simply 
is no let-up, no place to catch your breath, no respite. And 
they do this for 500 miles. It’s berserk. 

Cars crash, things explode, drivers are exchanged. When 
the whole thing shakes down, our KeePer TOM’S car has 
finished an absolutely storming second place, behind the 
au TOM’S LC of Kazuki Nakajima and Yuhi Sekiguchi, with a 
pair of NSX GTs just behind. It’s been a frenetic, hyperactive 
and slightly bonkers race, and by the end it’s a relief to sink 
into the roadgoing LC500 and just... breathe. On the journey 
back to Tokyo, the main thought is that it’s surprising that 
Super GT isn’t more popular globally. Set against a backdrop 
of overly managed motorsport like FI, this is an adrenaline- 
fuelled delve into the dark side, where drivers are forced to 
really drive. It’s characterful, and exciting and a bit weird. 

Which is pretty much the conclusion I’ve also come 
to with the LC500. Lexus has an image of producing well- 
made but slightly boring machines generally, punctuated 
by moments of pure brilliance. And the LC500 feels like a 
blue-collar LFA; styled like a spaceship, but with the kind 
of driving experience that puts a hard-to-shift grin on your 
face. In a world where the hegemony feels like it’s closing in, 
Lexus has made a statement, and it’s a strong one. We track 
back towards the glittering lights of the city buzzing from 
the day’s racing, V8 soothing away the miles, and smile. 

Like I said, everything is familiar, except it isn’t. And that’s 
what makes it so utterly special, t/fi 
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Where money 
meets passion 
you’ll find collector, 
racer and explorer 
- Jim Glickenhaus 

WORDS: ROWAN HORNCASTLE / 
PHOTOGRAPHY: DW BURNETT 
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All available space is draped with iconic memorabilia, trophies, 
thought-to-be-lost chassis and some of the rarest and most expensive 
cars on the planet. Dead ahead, a 166 Spyder Corsa - the third Ferrari 
ever made and the oldest continually existing Ferrari on the planet. 
Next to it, a one-off, bright yellow duckbilled 1967 Ferrari 206 Dino 
Competizione. To the right, a Le Mans-contesting, ex-Donohue/Bruce 
McLaren 1967 Ford Mark IV, the Queen of Yugoslavia’s Model J 
Duesenberg, and, behind that, a Thirties Stutz DV32 from The Great Gatsby. 

Then there’s the proper bite-the-back-of-your-hand stuff: Ferrari’s 
Sixties endurance racers. Notably, the P3/4 and 412P. One of which 
being the highly controversial binned and resurrected chassis 
#0846 - a car that made prancing horse forums have hairy babies. 
Finally, and where your saliva glands’ afterburners really kick in, 


rawling down an unassuming suburban residential 
street of timber-clad gable-front houses in Sleepy 
Hollow, upstate New York, the overly demanding, 
shrill voice of the satnav pipes up. “You have 
arrived,” the lady in the dashboard barks. Surely not? 
The only giveaway that Mrs Waze is in fact 
correct is a small plaque on the side of an old beverage warehouse 
that’s been whitewashed into allusiveness. From it, Lady Liberty’s 
torch burns on a marble background with three letters below: SCG. 

A knock on the door summons the venerable leader of Scuderia 
Cameron Glickenhaus - Jim Glickenhaus - who politely gestures 
me in. My pupils take time to adjust to the vast darkened room, 
but when they do, I quickly realise I have very much arrived. 



























GLICKENHAUS 


Jim’s latest acquisition - Ferrari’s equally batshit and beautiful 
Seventies wedge, the Modulo. 

But aside from being hysterically expensive and significant 
gems of the automotive world, there’s one thing that all these 
incredible cars have in common: every single one of them 
has a registration plate and is driven on the road. And driven 
hard. Case in point: Jim’s ex-Mark Donohue/Roger Penske 
Can-Am-winning Lola T70 that’s out back - stripped down and 
spatchcocked - mid-10-year service, having done 65,000 miles 
on NY’s horrendously broken roads. Even the Modulo has a 
dull yellow New York plate, a concept car now registered on 
the DMV’s system as a 1972 one-door sedan. 

“Not driving your Ferrari is like not having sex with 
your girlfriend so she’ll be more desirable for her next 
boyfriend,” Jim quips. 

His collection is a lifetime’s work and the tragic reality of 
being bitten by the car bug at a young age. The son of one of 
Wall Street’s hardest-working warriors, Seth Glickenhaus, 

Jim grew up in a suburb of New York City a short bike ride 
from legendary Ferrari dealership, Luigi Chinetti Motors. 

As a kid, Jim would stand, jaw agape, endlessly ogling at 
Maranello’s finest. Until one day in 1962, when the heavens 
literally and metaphorically opened. Concerned that 12-year- 
old Jim would get wet, Luigi Chinetti took one of his Ferrari 
racing jackets off the wall and handed it to him. It’s a jacket 
that still hangs proudly in Jim’s office today. 

A relationship was forged. And by the time he was 15, 

Jim would help Mr Chinetti work on his cars. Cars like the 
1965 NART 250LM, the last Ferrari to win first overall at 
Le Mans. Outside the shop, Jim would modify his own ’54 
Studebaker to run on rocket fuel and demolish drag strips 
in order to satiate his need for speed. Turning 21, Jim went 
into the film business as a producer and director, specialising 
in violent B-movies and had significant financial success with 
the gritty vigilante action film The Exterminator. 

Coffers lined, he purchased his first Ferrari, a yellow 
and purple psychedelically striped 275. Purchase price? 

$6k. Value today? Many, many millions. Yet Jim drove it 
65,000 miles back and forth to school in the snow and 
rain. Sometimes rebelliously. 

Being a boho child of the Swinging Sixties, as an act of 
civil disobedience and hoping to get arrested in exchange for 
some publicity for his films, the day that the US government 
dropped the national speed limit to 55 miles an hour, Jim 
drove from Boston to New York City in the middle of the 
night at an average of 107mph. 

“Luckily the statute of limitations has passed, so I 
don’t think I can go to jail for it now,” says Jim, exhaling 
with laughter. 

Making money in films, which he then invested in Wall 
Street, Jim started buying notable racecars like the Lola T70 
and Ford MkIV, but converted them to drive on the road. 

He’d add comforts like aircon and ticket 
windows so he could pay tolls... in cars that 
competed at Le Mans. However, Jim, secured 
wider notoriety within the car community 
in 2003 with the gorgeous Jason Castriota- 
designed P4/5, a $3m coachbuilt Enzo 
that initially went down at Ferrari like 
a granite hang glider. 




“Want to drive it?” Jim asks remarkably casually. Instantly 
my mouth dries like I’ve just had a silica gel Dip Dab. Knowing 
that he once turned down an offer of $40m from the King of 
the Saudi Arabia for the beautiful bespoke machine, I somewhat 
reluctantly agree. YOLO. 

As the driver’s door arcs shut, a few realities I never knew 
existed become frighteningly apparent. Being a rebodied Enzo, 
the sumptuous bubbled canopy has a six-inch-tall carbon-fibre 
strip right across my eye line. Not ideal when the first thing 
I have to do is pull out of a junction to begin a loop of Jim’s 
favourite road routes. Fear instantly builds to the point where 
vomit feels like it’s leaking out of my palms. Gulp. 

Built without the blessing of Ferrari, but designed by 
Pininfarina, the P4/5 put significant strain on the two 
companies’ iconic relationship. 

“Andrea Pininfarina told me he knew Luca [di 
Montezemolo] was angry because he shut the helicopter off.” 

See, normally, the then-boss of Ferrari would fly from 
Maranello to Pininfarina’s HQ in Cambiano but keep the 
helicopter running so he could sprint in, shout a bit, then fly 
back. But when it came to discussing the P4/5, he switched 
it off. But, having seen the car’s inherent beauty in the flesh, 
the Ferrari boss christened it an official car. 

“Everybody was sure I lived in terror of Ferrari, that they 
were gonna shoot me, they were gonna sue me, they were 
gonna do... God knows what. But I knew the legal facts and 
they were really simple; you buy a car, you own it. You want 
to paint it Hello Kitty? You can paint it Hello Kitty.” 
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P4/5’s cabin still contains 
flecks of di Montezemolo’s 
ire-laden spittle 
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Looking back now, the P4/5 was actually the harbinger for 
Ferrari’s now financially fruitful ‘SP’ projects. And, having 
negotiated the horrendously grabby first-gen ceramic brakes, 
sluggish gearbox (but had the opportunity to bathe in the 
aural greatness of a Maranello 12-cylinder unabated by 
mufflers), I’m more than happy to safely park the P4/5 back in 
the hangar, next to its racing sibling, the P4/5 Competizione. 

Jim’s intention was to always go racing in his one-off. 
Specifically, Le Mans. But the ACO was far from 
accommodating. So Jim spoke to the organisers of the 
Niirburgring 24 Hours, who welcomed him with open arms. 

Using a 430 GT2 as a donor car, Jim mated its engine and 
transmission to a road-legal 430 Scuderia chassis so he could 
register it and drive it on the road. But Ferrari took issue with 
it. So Jim ripped the Cavallinos off, grabbed some Scotch tape, 
drew the SCG badge on with a felt tip and went racing - later 
claiming an FIA championship win for experimental vehicles 
when the P4/5C was converted to a hybrid. 

But Jim wanted more. He wanted his own clean-sheet 
racecar. So in 2013, he started the SCG003 project. Using all 
the development knowledge from his team’s previous years 
competitively pounding round the Nordschleife, Jim made his 
own GT3 car with the ethos of a top-flight LMP1 car. The result 
was a full-carbon, predatory and powerful-looking, ‘slicks and 
wings’ special with styling cues from a Fiat Turbina, which took 
pole and finished first in class at the N24 in 2015. 

It’s a chassis Jim is now offering as a super-exclusive $2. 2m 
production road car, either in a more road-biased S spec, or 
hardcore Honey-I-forgot-to-pick-up-some-milk-before-setting- 
a-Nordschleife-lap-record CS spec. Both cars are capable of 
217mph and ’Ring times in the 6:30s, so serious bits of kit in 
anyone’s book. 

Straddling the wide sill, I slither my legs down under the 
heavily buttoned bow-tie-shaped wheel and get comfortable 
in the S. With a hefty thud, gravity closes the carbon butterfly 
door for me and I go to adjust the mirrors. Ah, there isn’t 
any adjustment. Rather, two cameras that display your 
surroundings either side of the parallax digital dash. Firing 
the 750bhp, 8501b ft 4.4-litre dry-sumped twin-turbo BMW 
V8 race engine, it idles and behaves a lot more benignly than 
you’d think. Fitted with three-way-adjustable adaptive Bilstein 
dampers it rides tremendously well on NY’s jarring parkways. 
Once you’re in it, it’s not intimidating, either. Yes, it’s not as 
easy to manoeuvre as a Renault Twingo, but a Renault Twingo 
can’t lap the Nordschleife in the silly sixes. 

Driving around town, the SCG003 gets as much attention 
as you’d expect a $2.2m hypercar to get. But there’s a problem: 
no one knows what it is. “Is that a Saleen?” one kid shouts at 
a petrol station. 

This is Jim’s next battle: exposure. But he’s not short of 
ambition for SCG. Next year, he’s producing a second, more 
affordable road car, SCG004 - a three-seat $600k-ish supercar 
with a supercharged LT4 engine from a Corvette and the 
possibility of a manual transmission for the purists. Being Jim, 
racing will be at its heart, with GT3, GT4 and GTE variants 
sprouting out of it too. 

If that wasn’t enough, Jim is also getting into the SUV 
game. But not in the same marketing-led way Lamborghini and 
Rolls-Royce are. See, Jim owns Steve McQueen’s 1967 Baja Boot. 
When he bought it at auction he also got its technical drawings. 
Being designed by the same man who penned cars for the Moon, 
it’s an incredibly capable bit of kit (big wheels, low centre of 
gravity, engine forward of the rear axle, hydramatic gearbox). 



Jim is now using these blueprints to make a modern 
interpretation (SCG005) to compete in next year’s Baja 1000, 
then scale a volcano in Chile as a Guinness World Record 
attempt. After, it’ll be sold as a G-Wagen alternative for the 
road. Finally, there’s SCG006, a retrotastic Sixties-style 
drop-top with 650bhp which - you guessed it - Jim wants 
to go racing with, as well as use on the road. 

Has he bitten off more than he can chew? We’ll have to 
wait and see. But with SCG being a completely self-funded 
operation, Jim is lucky enough to play this thing we call life 
a bit like a game of ten-pin bowling. It’s just with his kind of 
financial security, it’s like having the guard rails up. Luckily, 
he doesn’t need them - for the past few years he’s been bowling 
a strike every time. fZB 


Quite simply the 
coolest Jim on the 
planet. No, second- 
coolest. Broadbent’s 
still our number one 
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THE 21s t century. 


On Wednesday 26 August, a Brit the company had never 
heard of asked if he could have a go in it. 

Despite them being a bit busy, two days later I had 
an email back from Oshkosh Defence, the Wisconsin 
truckmaker that’d scored the $ 6.75 billion gig. “We’re 
expecting some appeals against the decision, so we’ll call 
you.” I’m paraphrasing, but only a bit. Fast-forward almost 
three years, and Lockheed-Martin’s legal challenge has been 
dropped, and the US Marine Corps has received its first 
batch of Oshkosh Joint Light Tactical Vehicles. Eight roll 
out of the factory near the west coast of Lake Michigan 
every day, five days a week. That’ll double in October. 

You’re thinking “that doesn’t look much like a Humvee” 

- or HMMWV, officially. The Oshkosh JLTV is largely the 
replacement for the iconic vehicle that’s completed tours 
of duty in the first and second Gulf Wars, Afghanistan, and 
took a pasting in the opening scene of Iron Man. The High 
Mobility Multipurpose Wheeled Vehicle - which beat the 
Lamborghini Cheetah to win the right to fight - has been 
in service since 1984. And it can’t hack it any more. 

Pick any war zone news report in the past 20 years. 

You don’t hear tales of defined battlefields. These days it’s 


patrol ambushes, remotely detonated improvised explosive 
devices (lEDs) and suicide attacks. The rules 
of engagement have been obliterated. Now it’s guerilla 

tactics meets urban insurgency. The Humvee, 
intended for humble transport duty “inside 
the wire” - friendly territory - is a lumbering, 
delicate target. Fighting cars need to be 
faster, tougher, cleverer. 

As early as 2006, the US Army realised these unarmoured 
trucks were getting annihilated, and as the casualties 
mounted, began retrofitting armour plating. Like any 
afterthought mod, it wasn’t as robust as a purpose-built 
set-up, plus, the Humvee’s wheezing 190bhp diesel V8 now 
had upwards of six tonnes to shift, instead of 2,400kg. 
Payload capacity was erased. Suspension travel disappeared. 
Reliability free-fell, range capitulated and the Humvee 
forfeited the ability to traverse rough terrain without 
nauseating anyone unfortunate enough to be aboard. 

Time for an honourable discharge. 

Enter the Oshkosh JLTV. ’Murican might with a (two- 
inch thick) windscreen, a reversing camera, two cupholders 
and a bulletproof skin as standard. Wherever the US Army 
and Marine Corps are deployed between 2019 and at least 
2060, long after The Donald has tweeted his last WITCH 
HUNT, you’ll see these monsters charging in after the Air 
Force has unleashed hell from on high - with or without 
any human soldiers aboard. For one day only, it’s 
commanded by Second Lieutenant Kew. 

Oshkosh vice president and moustache enthusiast 
George Mansfield strolls out of the factory door and pitches 
me the classic soundbite design brief: “The protection of a 
light tank and the mobility of a Baja race truck.” That’s not 
bravado. In this light-arms-resistant ‘A-kit’ form, the JLTV 



















OSHKOSH JLTV 



All trucks are supplied with 
cute denim dungaree and 
checked shirt ensembles 




Same paint colour, but that’s the 
only similarity between JLTV (with 
droopy tache) and Humvee 


No lift? No lift? Let me try, I 
could give Geoff Capes a 
run for his money, you know 
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weighs 6.3 tonnes, which means a Sikorsky CH-53 Super 
Stallion helicopter can hoist two at a time. The ‘B-kit’ armour 
is MRAP capable - that’s Mine-Resistant Ambush Protected. 
They test that by driving the JLTV’s angled underbelly over a 
pile of explosives and lighting the det cord. Weight? Classified, 
but a beastly Sikorsky can only lift one of those. 

Dakar rally-conquering mobility, then? Yes, Sir. The JLTV’s 
suspension is highly classified (the dampers are one of two 
areas we’re not allowed to photograph in detail; the other is 
the interior) but the trick TAK-4i suspension has pedigree. 
Oshkosh tested it by competing in the 2010 Baja 1000. After 51 
hours, they completed the 1,061-mile desert race: 4.5hrs too 
slow to be classified, but what a way to shake down your kit. 

In normal ride mode, there’s 20 inches - that’s 508mm - of 
suspension travel - the same as a Land Rover Discovery has, 
but, when it raises to maximum lift, you could pretty much 
drive over the Disco. It’ll also squat to stoop into transport 
aircraft. And the shocks can be commanded to contract or 
extend individually, so the JLTV’s cabin will sit completely 
level on a 45-degree gradient - because it’s a lot easier to 
train your gun from a flat platform. 

While the JLTV performs its sit-up-and-beg routine, I’m 
allowed a play in the Humvee lying around for benchmarking. 
This is an unarmed, unarmoured example, pretty much exactly 
what Arnold Schwarzenegger climbed out of, and for reasons 
known only to the Governor, said: “Yahh, make me a civilian 
version, do it now.” It’s intergalactically wide, so the wheels 
run neatly in tank tracks, but the roofline’s low to fit into cargo 
planes. The four upright seats - mere stuffed pads on metal 
plating - offer less room than you get in a Ford Fiesta. It’s 
deafening, sweltering, and accelerates so lethargically, if the 
Earth rotated any faster it’d never leave the spot. How has the 
USA won any wars with this shed on its team? Oh. Good point. 

George the VP has driven over from the boardroom in his 
lifted 6.6-litre Chevy Silverado to watch me off-road the 
benchmark. He’s grinning. I’m uneasy. Well, it’s taken three 
years and 4,000 miles to get here, so here goes. 

This Humvee isn’t weighed down by armour plating, weapons 
or a crew, but it tackles a fiendish off-set bump course like it’s 
playing ‘the floor is lava’. Great crashes shudder through the 
chassis as the suspension slams into its bump stops, jarring the 
car into the air. Imagine being locked in a fridge that’s caught 
in a nuclear blast, Indiana Jones-style. When my eyeballs 
eventually settle back into my skull, in between the front-hinged 
bonnet flapping about like a dodgy hair transplant, I briefly spot 
the Oshkosh team chuckling from the sidelines. Top speed across 
the humped course? A horrendously uncomfortable 7mph. 

Before the new recruit tackles the course, I must a) scale 
the side step and b) open the door, which isn’t at all heavy, if 
you’re used to guarding a medieval drawbridge. The doorskin’s 
steel plate, with inch-thick armour hung from each side. It 
takes two hands and a foot braced against the flank to heave 
it open if you’re a puny civilian, and I reckon a blood vessel 
in my eye burst pulling it shut. 

Shoulder sockets still creaking, the next job is to slot home 
the deadbolts that will hold the door in place, even if it’s blown 
off its hinges. It’s literally bombproof central locking, via a 
big red handle from a Victorian railway signal box. Interior 
photos are classified, but I am allowed to describe it. Like the 
Hummer, it has only four seats, but these are comfortable 
thrones, with cutouts in the backrests so soldiers can 
settle in without removing cumbersome rucksacks. It’s dark. 
Everything’s black, and the windows are portholes. It’s eerily 
quiet too, shielded from the world in this bubble of toughness. 
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Sticking out in the gloom is a standard Chevy auto 
gearlever connected to the same six-speed auto and 6.6-litre 
V8 diesel as George’s truck. It generates 340bhp, and has 
been prepared with new filters and plumbing to ingest rancid 
conflict-zone fuel contaminated with sediment and water. 
Front and centre lives the most useful touchscreen of any 
car today, because what it lacks in graphical whizzbangery 
it makes up for with giant, legible menu tiles. Ideal when 
you’re driving. Handy when you’re under fire and have a 
gun platform to adjust. 

The V8 starts on a button. Its hum is muted, drowned 
out by the auxiliary generator’s shrieking whine. Then, 
simply slot it into Drive and let the torque take over. First 
things first: aim it across the offset bumps that tortured the 
Humvee. The newbie cruises over at 30mph. Did I miss the 
bumps? Visibility is pretty appalling. Let’s go again. 

It’s absurd. This is the best-riding car I’ve ever driven. 

The wheel travel is enormous, but the way it damps such 
giant lumps of metal and rubber flailing around is uncanny. 
No Rolls-Royce, no McLaren... nothing damps bumps like the 
Oshkosh. Whatever you hit, nothing’s allowed to disturb the 
serenity of the cabin capsule which floats along, and I know 


glides across it like it’s a golfing green. You know how you 
always suspect the military gets the best new tech first, and it’s 
hidden from the public, like GPS, radar or microwaves? Here’s 
your latest example. Bump- and bomb-proof suspension that 
self-levels, squats and smooths terrain so coarse Bear Grylls 
wouldn’t hike over it. I wonder if it’s somehow monitoring the 
route ahead and pre-loading each shock. As if they’d tell me. 
George does confirm they’re working on autonomous ‘drone’ 
JLTVs, that could be unmanned decoys, supply trucks and 
emergency back-up. It’s fast enough: limited to 70mph but 
it’ll get there twice as fast as the Humvee reaches 50mph. 

I only get two attempts at the water splash before the JLTV 
empties the gulley. This machine can wade through five feet 
of water - twice what its predecessor could manage. It goes 
50 miles further on a tank, and 4,000 extra miles between 
services. Its maintenance costs and fuel savings are projected 
to save the US taxpayer $8.3bn over the JLTV’s entire life-cycle. 

I guess it’s slightly childish to be awed by a weapon of 
war, but the Oshkosh is innocent of the superpower politics 
that’ll deploy it around the world. It just gets on with its job 
of conquering terrain with impunity, and keeping service 
personnel aboard safer than any light combat vehicle in 



this is a ludicrous word here, so gracefully. history. So it’s probably the most important new car in the 

Emboldened, I branch off into the woods and assault a magazine you’re holding. And one hopefully not hearing the 

rock course modelled on the comet in Armageddon. The JLTV call of duty near you any time soon. fZ9 
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READY TO RACE? 



x v &RE YOU READY TO RACE? 


AN ENIGMATIC 
RACING DRIVER 


A BUNCH OF KIDS 


ONE HELL OF A RIDE 


ALSO AVAILABLE 


PLAYS A 

DANGEROUS GAME 
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125 BMW M5 
There have been some gremlins... 


127 Leaf vs Golf 128 Hyundais a-go-go 

Electric cars need charging, apparently la Hyundai barter at hybrids or hot hatches? 



130 Skoda Karoq 
Half-term-report time for our Czech crossover 
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Undisputed 

champion 


Honda Civic Type R 

* £32,995/£52,995 as tested 


OLLIE KEW 


ut you wouldn’t actually have 
one, would you?” “I really 
might, actually.” “But... look 
at it.” That’s what every 
exchange over 10,523 miles and seven 
months with TopGear ’s 2017 Car of the 
Year has boiled down to. Folks will accept 
the 316bhp, Niirburgring-bred, multi-lap- 
record-breaking, £300/month Type R is 
an enormous amount of performance for 
not a massive amount of money. That it’s 
a honed driving tool, yet more liveable 
everyday than its predecessor. But people 
just can’t get beyond the Sonic/Lego/ 
Halfords/Transformer/Elephant Man looks. 
Pick your metaphor. I’ve heard ’em all. And 
nope, I don’t like how it looks either. That 




smaller rear wing across the back window? 
A pain. The fake carbon-fibre skirts? Naff. 
Fake vents in both bumpers? Yuck. 

What they hide is a vastly improved car. 
The new Type R’s concessions to everyday 
life go beyond its much-used Comfort 
mode, which is a real boon in tight car parks 
and slow-moving traffic, to lighten the 
steering and soften the ride. After 10k 
miles, this example has way fewer squeaks 
and rattles than the last version we ran 
suffered, because it’s been built properly 
this time. Built to cope with the 
punishment. The carpets haven’t 
disintegrated. The dash is solid. The only 
loose trim? The boot handles - curiously 
flimsy. And the paint is softer than a 
marshmallow on a campfire. 

It’s a big car, the Civic, and you notice 
it in car parks. And for such a big footprint, 
only offering four seats (Honda bullishly 
says no middle rear seat is a Type R 
tradition) feels wasteful. The boot’s 
massive, though. The seats are superb. 

Cabin ergonomics are vastly improved from 
the old Type R. What a pity that global 
player Honda couldn’t be arsed to spend 



Huge boot useful 
on shoots. Crap 
touchscreen though 


another tenner developing a touchscreen 
that wouldn’t look outdated in 1993. The 
vital Apple CarPlay integration was woefully 
unreliable. There’s no excuse in 2018. A 
cracking stereo gave partial redemption. 

But, every time we put the Civic against 
rivals - new RS Megane and upstart 
Hyundai i30N included - it always 
monstered them. The Type R transcends 
what a front-drive hatch should be capable 
of. Anyone who dismisses it on looks alone 
is missing out on simply the best hot 
hatchback on Earth right now. Still. 



1996cc, 4cyl turbo, FWD, 
316bhp, 2951b ft 


36.7mpg, 176g/km C0 2 
0-62mph in 5.8secs, 169mph 
1380kg 


HB'ive it a bigger tank 
and a 21st-century touchscreen and 
the R would approach perfection. 


MI1I1GE: 10,523 011 IPG: 31.2 
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Garage 



Track 
8 field 

Report 3 

Merc-AMG GTR 

£143,245/£153,960 

CHARLIE TURNER 

he GT R has had a busy 
month. The biggest 
problem with running 
a car this exciting, 
engaging and, er, green is that 
everyone keeps borrowing it. 

But having managed to secure 
the keys for the tow-car challenge 
and gained access to the Dunsfold, 
it was time to dig somewhat more 
deeply into its capabilities than 
is legal or advisable on the daily 
commute. From a standing start 
(without launch) and flat-out down 
the runway, the GT R shows a rabid 
pace as it charges to 177mph, before 
it’s time to brake, HARD... the GT R 
scrubbing speed without drama. 

Dopamine suitably spiked, I grab 
the chance for a few laps around the 
rest of the circuit. It’s an all too brief 
look into its potential and has me 
looking into track days to attend... 




3982cc, V8 twin-turbo, RWD, 
577bhp, 5161b ft 

24.8mpg, 259g/km C0 2 
0-62mph in 3.6secs, 198mph 
1630kg 


g Having reclaimed 
the GT R keys and headed to Dunsfold, 
Pm reminded of the AMG’s brilliance. 


MILEAGE: 10,071 OUR IPG: 17.6 
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here are some pictures on 
this page, but they were 
all taken at least a month 
ago. Sorry about that. 
Unfortunately that’s the last time I 
saw the M5. Remember the fuel issues? 

A recap: the car stalled a few times in 
traffic, I blamed water in the fuel, Shell 
investigated but found nothing amiss, the 
car went back to BMW, the diagnostics 
were clear, so back it came and on I went. 

And then it happened again. And 
again. And again. So much so that I 
managed to identify a pattern. Coming 
into urban driving after long motorway 
journeys triggered it. Fine at higher 
speeds, but once down to a town trundle, 
the engine light would come on and I had 
about 10 seconds to find somewhere to get 
out of the way before it stalled. It would 
restart, do another half mile and then the 




Engine light signals 
10-second countdown 
to breakdown 



same would happen again. And so on. 
Irritating and stressful. 

Off back to BMW went the car, while I 
started hunting on forums. Ah. Here we 
go - US sites reporting F90 M5s with fuel 
pump issues. Pressure drops after long 
consistent running. Sounds familiar. The 
new fuel pump was on back order, but 
while BMW was poking about they heard 
the faint noise I’d been ignoring. Which 
turned out to be coming from the front 
diff. Which has now been replaced. Should 
never have bothered fitting them in the 
first place. Kidding. 

How do I feel about this? Surprised, 
mainly. You don’t expect new model 
bugbears from BMW... 



4395cc, V8 twin-turbo, RWD, 
591bhp, 5531b ft 

26.9mpg, 241g/km C0 2 
0-62mph in 3.4secs, 155mph 
1855kg 


Hit’s not just the oily 
bits going wrong - CarPlay has been 
frustratingly intermittent as well. 


MILEAGE: 7350 OUR MPG: n/a 


topgear.com > OCTOBER 2018 125 













































October 2018 


Don’t diss the DS 


Hello 

DS 7 Crossback 

£38,990 OTR/£41,640 as tested 



hen editor Charlie Turner told 
me that I’d be running a DS, 
he gave strict instructions not 
to mention the C-word. Sorry, 
but I fell at the first hurdle - before the car 
was even delivered, I was applying for a 
parking permit on my local council website 
and the drop-down asking for the make of 
my car had no recognition of DS as a brand. 
So I had no choice but to list it as a Citroen. 

That’s no bad thing in my book - I’ve 
always had a soft spot for the company. DS 
is to Citroen what Lexus and Infiniti are to 
Toyota and Nissan - the luxury, premium 
brand of the mass-market sister brand. 

Which would be fine if the DS brand 
hadn’t already been compromised by being 



1598cc, 4cyl turbo petrol, 
FWD, 222bhp, 2211b ft 



47.9mpg, 135g/km C0 2 
0-62mph in 8.3secs, 141mph 
1425kg 

9’m often asked 
‘What make of car is this?’ I like th 


the 


air of mystery attached to the DS. 


MILEAGE: 




our im 34.4 



DS - as yet 
unrecognised by 
London boroughs 


slapped on the back of a gazillion small 
Citroens. That said, it seems to be working 
- had this car been called a Citroen C7 
Crossback, I suspect it wouldn’t have made 
it into the cover story and group test in our 
sister New Car Buyers Guide mag alongside 
the Volvo XC40, Jag E-Pace and BMW XI. 
Whether DS has created a crossover that 
can sit among such company remains to be 
seen, but if it’d been a little braver with the 
exterior styling, the DS 7 could have really 
stood out from the crowd. Don’t get me 
wrong - it’s a handsome car, just nowhere 
near as mad as you might expect from DS. 

Thankfully, the interior design and 
finishes are more avant garde and 
distinctive. A huge amount of thought has 
gone into the DS 7, and I’m forever stumbling 
upon interesting features. I’ve enjoyed the 
quirks of the DS in our first month together 
and am looking forward to the next months. 




French 

leave 

Report 4 

Volkswagen Arteon 

£40,305/£47,810 

JASON BARLOW 


W might fancy the 
Arteon as an Alpes- 
Maritime luxury 
boulevardier, but 
it’s also a hugely effective GT. And 
long-haul transport, for a last-minute 
Barlow family sojourn. It demolished 
the first part of the journey, for 
our Lyon stopover, with only the 
occasional grumble from the engine, 
reminding you that it uses the devil’s 
own propellant. Truly luxurious 
grand touring is not having to stop at 
a superheated French service station 
- we saw 39.5°C - and once again 
the Arteon’s giant range and 
mile-swallowing high-speed gait 
proved almost hypnotic. 

For future reference, though, 
avoid the A7 Vautoroute de soleil on 
the first weekend of August. It runs 
from Lyon to Marseille, and basically 
becomes a 185-mile traffic jam. 




1968cc, 4cyl twin-turbodiesel, 
AWD, 237bhp, 3681b ft 

47.9mpg, 152g/km C0 2 
0-62mph in 6.5secs, 152mph 
1828kg 


EBBit turns out that 
true luxury is not having to stop too 
much for refuelling... 


MILEAGE: 5467 OUR MPG: 33.0 
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INCLUDES GOVT GRANT 



Troubling 


Report 2 

VW e-Golf a Nissan Leaf 

« £28,230*/£31,965 & £28,3907£10,575 


OLLIE MARRIAGE & TOM HARRISON 


onth two with our electric 
hatches, and this time we’re 
talking home-charging. Who 
does it, what it costs, how 
you manage it and so on. 

OM: Is the ancient monument that is your 
home updated with the correct main fuse? 
TH: It is. The 60A fuse was simply not 
enough to power the charger and the rest 
of the house, hence the upgrade to 80. 
Which, in fairness, UK Power Networks 
did for free in about five minutes. The 7kW 
Chargemaster Homecharge is installed 
and working as it should. Which is well. 
OM: I went for PodPoint instead. Very 
efficient actually, hole drilled though to 
the fusebox, attractive box bolted to the 
wall, all done in less than two hours. Did 
cost £359 for the 7kW charger and when 
you see how little there actually is inside 
the box, it makes you wonder about the 
mark-up that’s being applied. 

TH And don’t forget that’s after the £500 
OLEV grant, and you need off-street 
parking, and to have bought your car since 
1 October 2016. Anyway, mine cost £279, 
but isn’t as nice to look at as yours. They 



do a version with the lead attached, but I 
opted for the one where you have to use 
your own because neatness. 

OM: Ah, that’s interesting. Mine has the 
lead attached to the box, so I just uncoil 
it and plug in. The downside is that I can 
only charge cars that use the Type 2 plug. 
But then that’s everything apart, I think, 
from the original Leaf and first Mitsubishi 
Outlander, so I’m not fussed. Apparently 
the Type 1 plugs were fairly unreliable. 
Any issues with yours? 

TH: None so far. I’m still getting to grips 
with Chargemaster’s Polar Plus app that 
should be able to link to the Homecharge 
unit. Connection is proving tricky. 

OM: Downright impossible for me at the 
moment. A new PodPoint app that gives 
you info and control direct from the 
wallbox was due to be launched in July. 
Predictably, it’s been delayed. 

TH: Ever feel you’re at the cutting edge 
of something that isn’t quite sorted yet? 
OM: Such as your Leaf for instance. 

That got out the door before they did 
the driving position. 

TH: Ugh. Don't remind me. 



Tom’s plan to turn his 
house into a Faraday 
cage not his best 



Neat charging 
system makes life even easier with 
the electric Volkswagen. 


MILEAGE: 2025 OUR MPKWH: 1.2 


NISSAN LEAF SPECIFICATION 


40kWh electric motor, 

FWD, 147bhp, 2361b ft 

o 

235 mile range (NEDC) 


0-62mph in 7.9secs, 144mph 

o 

1580kg 


HHomecharger makes 
me feel like a proper ecomentalist. 
Looks neat too. 


MILEAGE: 2128 OUR MPKWH: 3.6 


topgear.com > OCTOBER 2018 127 
































October 2018 




On your 
marques 

Hyundai i30N & 
Hyundai loniq 

£ £27,995/£28,580 8 
£29,295/£29,860 

STEPHEN DOBIE 
& SAM PHILIP 


Together, we’re running 
the two most interesting Hyundais ever. So 
I thought it’d be fun to try each other’s cars. 
Both 29 grand, but they’re quite different... 

A nice theory, with one tiny 
downside. Your i30N, though very nice 
looking and very not-slow, isn’t especially 
interesting, is it? It’s just a Golf GTI clone 
with a Hyundai badge, no? 

Blasphemy! It’s so, so much more 
exciting than the Golf. Yet cheaper, with a 
better warranty and all the equipment 
you’d ever need. Except heated seats, but 
this warm spell’s gone on so long I can’t 
remember what having a cold bum’s like. 



Boom 

box 

Report 4 

Ford Mustang 

$64,740 

ROWAN HORNCASTLE 


hat are you trying to 
do?!” my neighbour 
shouts from her 
second-floor window. 

“Sorry, I can’t hear you!” I reply, 
as the Mustang’s Voodoo engine 
clears its throat from cold. 

Shouting “ARE. YOU. TRYING. 
TO. WAKE. THE. DEAD?!” like she’s 
trying to enunciate to a deaf alien, 
she hits boiling point. It’s 6am, and 
safe to say neighbourhood relations 
aren’t at their best. The Hennessey 
Mustang is incredibly loud. I think 
it’s one of the loudest cars we’ve 
ever had on the fleet. So loud that 
the marshals at Goodwood just 
laughed it away during a 102dB track 
day as it was way, way over the limit. 

But that doesn’t stop me hitting 
the exhaust button when I get in to 
uncork the already incredible exhaust. 
Maybe not at 6am, from now on. 


B 


n 


* 


5163cc, V8 s’charged, 
RWD,858bhp, 6731b ft 

32.1mpg, 200g/km C0 2 
0-60mph in 3.3secs, n/a mph 
1655kg 


raiVant to be the 

most hated person at your summer 
street party? Simple, buy this car. 


MILEAGE: 11,153 OUR MPG: 18.7 


Actually, I completely agree. But not 
about the bum thing. Hot hatches have to 
tread a delicate line between being silly and 
practical, and the standard Golf GTI, for 
me, falls too much into the latter camp. 

The i30N gets it just right. 

Some people might accuse the i30N’s 
Normal suspension setting of being too 
hard, or its sports exhaust too noisy. They 
might be right. But I love that it’s loud and 
boisterous whatever mode you’re in. Hot 
hatches should lead you astray onto more 
interesting roads. This one certainly does?^ 


LSr^r 






*^1 








PHOTOGRAPHY: ROWAN HORNCASTLE 


























It really feels like they’ve spent a load of 
the development budget on the oily stuff 
underneath, rather than getting too hung 
up on contrast stitching or jazzy change-up 
lights. Though admittedly there’s a fair 
smattering of that stuff, too. 

Yeah, it’s not the subtlest. And it is 
flipping thirsty when you drive it hard... 

Which isn’t a charge that could be 
levelled at the Ioniq. Not least because it’s 
near impossible to garner the necessary 
sadism to drive it hard. 

Ah yes, the Ioniq. If we’re talking 
clones, isn’t yours just a Prius? 

No. I mean yes, mechanically the Ioniq 
is pretty damn similar to the Toyota, but 
crucially there’s no Prius badge on the back, 
instantly making it 300 per cent less smug. 

It’s also 300 per cent more drivable 
than a Prius, thanks to not having a CVT 
gearbox, but to be honest I barely used its 
mechanical power anyway. It quickly sucks 
you into the game of using EV mode as 
often as possible. I began to find the petrol 
engine kicking in as frustrating as I might 
find fluffing my braking point in the BON. 

Exactly! I’ve long maintained that the 
reason most people - and by ‘most people’ 


I mean ‘us’ - occasionally drive too fast 
isn’t because we need to get anywhere 
quickly, but because it keeps the mind 
occupied, stops you getting bored. The 
Ioniq gives you other, fuel-saving games 
to keep you busy while driving slowly. 

It’s all about comfort anyway, right? 
There’s enough tyre sidewall for an avatar 
of the Michelin man. You couldn’t even get 
the weird bobble bit on the top of his head 
on the BON’s tyres. 

Definitely. The Ioniq is so wilfully, 
zealously unsporting that, no matter how 
great the road, it’s just not worth trying to 
thrash it. Embrace the eco, and aim to get 
that mpg read-out into triple figures. So: 
you’ve got 29 grand to spend, and you 
desperately want, for whatever reason, an 
interesting Hyundai. Which do you go for? 

I liked the Ioniq a lot. It unexpectedly 
got under my skin. But unless they were 
completely banned, I’d still have to have 
a quick petrol car for occasional fun, too. 
So I’ll stick with the BON, which does 
everything I need and want in a car. 

E2 And will cost you three times as much 
to run as the Ioniq. 

Worth every penny... 


® 


© 

(£) 

O 


1998cc, 4cyl turbo, 

FWD, 271bhp, 2791b ft 

39.8mpg, 163g/km C0 2 
0-62mph in 6.1secs, 155mph 


1429kg 


TESTER’S NOTES 


Interesting Hyundai 
number one: loud, firm but a lot of fun 
to be around. If rather thirsty. 


MILEAGE: 833B OUR MPG: 27.9 


© 
o 



1580cc, 4cyl petrol + electric, 
FWD, 139bhp, 1951b ft 

256.0mpg, 26g/km C0 2 
0-62mph in 10.6secs, llOmph 
1495kg 


TESTER’S NOTES 


Interesting Hyundai 
number two: quiet, soft and calming to 
be around. Not thirsty at all. 


MILEAGE: 4298 OUR MPG: 91.0 



EOI0 U0H 


Lew batxfry 
M&ntaring 
Hytar*] fwodc 
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Second 

opinion 

Report 5 

Citroen C3 Aircross 

G£18,845 OTR/£21,975 


ESTHER NEVE 


I ncredibly, someone 

I has managed to prise 
the C3 keys from my 
clammy grip. Last 
issue, Chris Rowles our repro 
wizard, had an early-morning date 
with the printer, for which he 
needed transport. The Aircross 
was offered and accepted. 

Chris had plenty to praise about 
the Citroen: “It’s very comfortable,” 
he reported to me. “And it’s got 
good fuel consumption and easily 
keeps up on the motorway,” he 
said. “But that colour combination. 
Who thought that was a good 
idea?” [Not me, Chris.] 

Each of his thoughts is totally 
valid, and I agree with all of them. 
The good news is the only negative 
he had about the C3 was something 
that you can change as a punter. 
Choose a better colour combo... 




1199cc, 3cyl turbo, 

FWD, 128bhp, 1511b ft 

53.3mpg, 119g/km C0 2 
HI 0-62mph in 10.4secs, 124mph 
1188kg 


^R.nother member of 
the team agrees that the C3 Aircross is 
a solid, enjoyable drive. Good news. 


MILEAGE: 


OUR MPG: 




Half-term 

report 

Report 4 

Skoda Karoq 

£28,415/£29,270 as tested 


OWEN NORRIS 


e’ve come to the half-way 
point in the Karoq’s time 
with us at TG, and I thought 
it would be a good time for 
a school-style half-term report. 

After a tricky beginning, when we 
had a limescale mess all over the front 
of the car and the less-than-ideal driving 
position causing a painful commute, 
things have settled down. 

After careful buffing, the Skoda is now 
squeaky clean, and I’m even getting used 
to the driving position. Almost. On short 
journeys, I can angle my foot so it doesn’t 
hurt as much, but on long motorway trips, 
cruise control is a must. It’s far from ideal 
on a modern car, and I’m not overly tall at 
6ft 2in, so I find it suprising. 

What it does well, however, is be a 
decent family car. Tables in the back and 
door bins are invaluable, as is the ability to 


w 



TARDIS-like boot 
swallowed a 
huge barbecue 



fold/remove the rear seats independently. 
The boot isn’t huge, but the opening size 
and the shape are very usable. A reversible 
rubber/carpeted boot liner is a boon, as will 
be the torch, umbrella and fuel-cap ice 
scraper (pictured) in the winter months. 

Getting away smoothly is still an 
issue, though, as the 7spd DSG is never 
consistent. I thought, like most auto 
’boxes, I’d get used to it and be able to 
regulate the throttle input accordingly, but 
you just never know what you’re going to 
get. It’s possible that with more miles, it 
could loosen up more, but I’ve done over 
5,000 now and it’s showing no sign. 

Overall, a C+, then. A good start, but 
there’s room for improvement. 



1498cc, 4cyl turbo, 
FWD, 148bhp, 1841b ft 


50.4mpg, 127g/km C0 2 
0-62mph in 8.6secs, 126mph 
1475kg 


TESTER’S NOTES 


Despite excelling 
in many areas the Karoq’s report still 
has to be “Could do better.” 


MILEIIGE: 5423 OUR MPG: 37.0 
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Wheels in 
wheels 

Report 6 

Jaguar F-Pace 

£44,615 OTR/£61,590 

PAUL HORRELL 

ere’s an advantage of 
high-roofed crossovers. 
They’ve got a high roof, 
duh. This means you 
can carry tall objects upright - in 
this case a bicycle, wheels-offbut 
otherwise undismantled. In an 
estate you’d have to lay it flat and it’d 
take up more fore-aft space so you’d 
have to fold a section of the seat. 
Useful, as I could carry three cyclists, 
plus another bod, in the car. One of 
their bikes and their panniers stood 
in the boot and two more bikes on a 
simple towbar-mounted carrier. This 
is perhaps the only day in my time 
with the F-Pace I haven’t been 
feeling I’d rather be in an XF estate. 

I don’t like the ride and handling 
of crossovers. But whenever I drive 
a rival (eg Stelvio, GLC Coupe, most 
recently the new X4) I realise the 
F-Pace has the least worst chassis. 




1999cc, 4cyl turbodiesel, 
FWD, 237bhp, 3691b ft 


48.7mpg, 153g/km C0 2 
0-62mph in 7.2secs, 135mph 
1810kg 


BBest -ever motorway 
economy: 47mpg. But was in convoy 
with the Urus/Performante = 60mph. 


MILEAGE: 15,725 IN IPS: 32.3 



he above picture pretty much 
sums up my enjoyment of this 
car. This month I’ve stretched 
the Tourneo’s legs and done a 
1,000-mile round trip to France and back, 
where it’s proved to me running a van can 
be so versatile. It managed to be a taxi to 
transport all of my friends who had come 
over, either for an airport run or a group 
outing to a kart track. It picked up some 
local beer for the French village fete and 
did sterling service being a family car. 

But a large vehicle has a knock-on effect 
when travelling. It’s not like running an 
average car. You need to pay for a bigger 
space in the tunnel (+£50) or on the ferry, 
your breakdown cover is larger, journey 
times are slower and you need to remember 
you are over 2m high and very long. There’s 
a huge blindspot and the small extra mirror 
to help this can often be missed. 




With all the seats in 
place, packing is a 
bit of a challenge 



If I hadn’t needed all the seats for my 
trip, I probably would have taken a few out. 
Having all the seats in reduces the luggage 
space and makes packing the car a Tetris 
challenge. With nine seats, the boot is 
narrow and tall, and things in there fall out 
when you open it. This means we had to use 
the space between the seats to house stuff. 

The actual drive down was more 
pleasurable than I was expecting, apart 
from the large side winds during a storm. 
Strangely, I noticed that in the UK, the van 
pulled to the left a tad, and in France to the 
right... which must just be a characteristic 
of Ford’s torque-steer handling. 

Would I have wanted any other car? Not 
a chance. I might have found peak lifer... 



1995cc, 4cyl turbodiesel, 
FWD, 170bhp, 2991b ft 

43.5mpg, 168g/km C0 2 
0-62mph in n/a secs, 105mph 
2326kg 


9'he Tourneo does 
it all - transportation of people, bikes 
and stuff. But it is VERY big. 


MILEAGE: 4S00 ON DPI: 32.5 
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* *c 

E-AT 

out 


Mercedes E350d AT 

« £58,880 OTR/ 
£61,260 as tested 


TOM FORD 




nless you are monstrously 
rich and/or subject to a very 
narrow set of lifestyle 
choices, whichever car you 
buy for multi-purpose use will always be a 
bit of a compromise. The trick is to pick 
the vehicle that best covers off your needs 
without ending up with some sort of 
beige, multi-seat sadness barge that 
signals to the world that you’ve entirely 
given up on life. 

This tends to panic-happen when you 
have kids, or dogs, or generally just more 
to think about than just pure personal 
transport. Some migrate to a crisis SUV, 
some to the stocky redoubt of a people 
carrier. But after living with a Mercedes 
E-Class All-Terrain, I have to say that’s 
rubbish: in a world of niches sliced so thin 
they need explaining to the people that 
make them, I reckon nine out of ten would 
he fine with a vood old-fashioned estate. 
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.ittle did the E-A' 
w that Wook hac 
grand designs.. 


2987cc, V6 turbodiesel, 

AWD, 258bhp, 4571b ft 

41.5mpg, 179g/km C0 2 
0-62mph in 6.2secs, 155mph 
2010kg 


gOne of the world’s 
great all-round, every-lifestyle family 
cars. Even better with a few tweaks! 






Yes, the All-Terrain is very slightly 
taller, AWD and has plastic arches bigger 
than the standard E, but that’s pretty 
much it. There’s four-wheel drive for 
heavy weather or the odd field, an 
efficient diesel up front and enough 
room for people and kit in 99 per cent 
of situations. The interior is posh, the 
image solid, the feeling that this kind of 
big Merc estate always offers options, and 
therefore provides easy solutions. Bluntly, 
I’ve loved having it. From 130+mph blasts 
down the Autobahn to 13mph crawls 
through green lanes and forest tracks, 
the E-AT has been a faithful companion. 

Jurgen Eberle (engineer at Daimler 
HQ) fashioned us a one-off roofrack, and 
aero-style wheels were sourced from the 
depths of the Mercedes options list and 
fitted with larger, more aggressive BF 
Goodrich tyres. Those PIAA spotlights 
were positioned in homage to the ‘Red 


sense of the word. But it handles better 
than an SUV and returns better 
efficiencies (generally early 40s mpg, 

20 per cent less plus tyres and rack) and 
looks slicker than an MPV. A car for all 
seasons? Yes. A car for all seasons, all 
terrains and all types of lifestyle, in fact. 
I’m going to miss this one. 


Sow’ AMG touring car, trim pieces 
painted bronze or black, the badges 
removed. The roof was filled with useful 
things, the boot underfloor with leisure 
battery, three-pin power inverters and a 
compressor. A custom sunshade-slash- 
aero device was also fabricated by Ralph 
at RH Engineering - it didn’t really work, 
but looked interesting. And even pushed 
to extremes, the Mercedes has just 
plodded along doing what it does best: 
being quietly good at things. 

It has not been without fault. Frankly, 
I don’t get on with the Burmester stereo, 
and have fiddled with it incessantly 
without making it sound right. And the 
9spd autobox has clunked changes when 
a 6spd traditional auto would feel more 
robust. It didn’t ever leave me stranded, 
but... I would probably avoid a pale 
interior if you have lots to do, and 
remember this isn’t a small car in any 
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“In the beginning, 1 lookec{5| 
around and could not find 
quite the car I dreamed of. 

So I decided to build it myself 


Ferdinand Porsche 


sale 


n 


now 


4 Chris Harris let loose in the 919 4 911 Turbo S: ultimate slalom test 4 Mission E Cross Turismo: Rory’s 
futuristic first drive 4 Panamera Sport Turismo vs Canada 4 Iconic racing posters for your bedroom wall 
4 Smashing the Ring record in the the 919 4 Time travelling across Scotland in the 356 and 911 GT2 RS 



Also available for digital download 
































WELL, THE CARS WE THINK ARE WORTH TALKING ABOUT, ANYWAY 


Everything you need to know about buying new cars' 



Lotus by Alfa, with the odd Alfa foible to 
boot. But when a car’s this pretty, light 
and engaging, you just want one. 



1.7T Spider 


PRICE 0-62 MPH 
£59,835 4.5 160 


BHP 

237 


LB FT 
258 


MP6 C02 RATINE 
41.5 157 6/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 3989x1864x1183,40-litre fuel tank, 
110-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 2 models in total. 


STELVIO 


Alfa’s first SUV is predictably good 
because it’s based on the talented 
Even the diesel is a good steer. 


Giulia. 



Kia Ceed 







PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPB 

C02 

RATINE 





2.2d 

£34,035 

7.6 

130 

178 

CO 

CO 

ro 

58.9 

124 

7/ID 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT MPG 002 RATING 

2.0T Super 

£36,905 

7.2 

134 

197 

243 

40.4 

161 

7/ID 

8.6 

130 

138 

178 48.7 132 7/10 

2.0T Speciale 

£43,705 

5.7 

134 

276 

295 

40.4 

161 

7/10 





2.2d Milano 

£44,035 

6.6 

130 

207 

347 

58.9 

127 

7/10 





2.9T Quadrifo’ 

£69,500 

3.8 

176 

503 

443 

31.4 

210 

8/10 


ABARTH 


TopGear on Abarth: 

Tuned Fiats brimming with back-street garage attitude. 
Fond of a loud exhaust, but not so keen on subtlety... 


595/695 


Short on talent, long on appeal, that’s 
the rufty-tufty Abartn. Pogo stick ride 
but ever so eager with it. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPB 

002 

RATINE 

1.4T595 

£15,260 

7.8 

131 

145 

152 

47.1 

139 

7/10 

1 AT 695 Rivale 

£22,865 

6.9 

140 

180 

184 

47.1 

139 

5/10 


Euro NCAP LxWxH in mm: 3660x1630x1490, 35-litre fuel 

tank, 185/610-litre boot, 2 engines, 5 trims, 5 models in total. 


124 SPIDER 


Fiat’s turbo MX-5 gains a whopping... um, 
30bhp. For£30k. Hugely characterful and 
sweeter to drive than a M; 



1.4T 170 


/lazda, mind. 

PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPB C02 RATINE 

£29,625 6.8 144 170 184 44.1 148 7/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4045x1740x1233,45-litre fuel tank, 
140-litre boot, 1 engine, 2 trims, 2 models in total. 


ALFA ROMEO 


TopGear on Alfa Romeo: 

After decades of hit-and-miss, Alfa’s finally delivering 
reliable (yep, really) hits. Even when it’s an SUV... 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPB 

C02 

RATINE 

2.9T Quadrifo’ 

£61,625 

3.9 

190 

503 

443 

34.4 

189 

9/10 

2.2d Speciale 

£35,540 

7.1 

143 

178 

280 

67.3 

109 

8/10 

2.0T Super 

£31,580 

6.6 

146 

197 

243 

47.9 

138 

TBA 

2.0T Veloce 

£38,265 

5.7 

149 

276 

295 

46.3 

141 

8/10 


Euro NCAP 


LxWxH in mm: 4639x1426x1873, 58-litre fuel 


Euro NCAP * *> * * LxWxH in mm: 4687x1903x1671, 58-litre fuel 
tank, 525-litre boot, 4 engines, 3 trims, 11 models in total. 


ALPINE 


TopGear on Alpine: 

French outfit best known for the old A110 in the 1970s, now 
back to spread the gospel of lightweight fun. Bonne chance . 


A return to the limelight for a true legend 
of yesteryear and also a beacon for future 
sports cars to follow. Yeah, that good. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPB C02 RATINE 



Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4180x1798x1252,45-litre fuel tank, 
196-litre boot, 1 engine, 2 trims, 2 models in total. 


T k 


ARIEL 


TopGear on Ariel: 

Artfully shaped metalwork containing frenzied engines 
and a man clinging on for dear life. Hectic, addictive. 


ATOM 


The single most insane car on sale. Even 
the regular version will redefine your 
sense of what’s possible in a car. 



2.0 245 
2.0 SC 350 R 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 
£32,255 3.2 141 245 
£64,800 2.5 155 330 


LB FT 
154 
243 


MPB C02 
31.4 190 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 3410x1890x1195,42-litre fuel 
n/a-litre boot, 4 engines, 4 trims, 4 models in total. 


RATINE 

9/10 

9/10 

tank. 


NOMAD 


Part special forces all-terrain fast attack 
vehicle, part latter-day beach buggy. This | 
is Tamiya made real, and it’s awesome. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT 

£33,500 3.4 125 235 221 



2.4 


MPB C02 
N/A N/A 


RATINE 


tank, 480-litre boot, 4 engines, 5 trims, 8 models in total. 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 3215x1850x1425,42-litre fuel 
n/a-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 


tank. 


ASTON MARTIN 


TopGear on Aston Martin: 

New engines, new models and a healthy dose of old-school 
cool continue to carry Aston onwards and upwards. 



Replaces a car that defined modern Astons. 
No pressure. Turbos rob character but, as 
an intercontinental GT, it’s world class. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPB C02 RATINE 
5.2TAMR £174,995 3.7 208 630 518 25.0 285 8/10 

4.0TV8 £147,900 4.0 187 503 498 28.5 230 8/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4739x1940x1279, 78-litre fuel tank, 
270-litre boot, 2 engines, 2 trims, 2 models in total. 


VANTAGE 


The Vantage is back, and it’s an angrier 
beast than ever before. Hey - if you want 
waftability, get the DB11, yeah? 



4.0T V8 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPB C02 RATINE 

£120,900 3.7 195 503 505 26.8 251 TBA 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4465x1942x1273, n/a-litre fuel 
tank, 350-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 


DBSSUPERLEGGERA 


The DBS is back, this time with an Italian 
suffix. Frankly absurd shove from the 
engine is matched by better dynamics. 



5.2TV12 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPB CD2 RATINE 

£225,000 3.4 211 715 663 22.9 285 8/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4739x1940x1279, 78-litre fuel tank, 
270-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 


1.8T Pure 

£40,905 4.5 155 249 236 40.0 141 9/10 

Alim 

1.8T Legende 

£50,805 4.5 155 249 236 46.0 141 9/10 

AUDI 


firm 


TopGear on Audi: 

Aspirational premium brand is inventing so many niches, if 
there’s not one for you today, there will oe by tomorrow. 


A1 


Essentially a posh Fabia, the A1 is really just 
the emperor’s new clothes. At least the new 
’un is on its way soon. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPB 

002 

RATING 

2.0TS1 

£27,125 

5.8 

155 

ro 

CO 

272 

40.3 

162 

8/10 

1.4T Sport 

£18,275 

8.8 

127 

125 

148 

57.6 

115 

7/10 

1.0TSE 

£15,565 

10.9 

116 

95 

118 

67.3 

97 

7/10 


Euro NCAP ■ + LxWxH in mm: 3973x1740x1416,45-litre fuel 

tank, 270/920-litre boot, 4 engines, 4 trims, 14 models in total. 


A3 


Quiet, sensible, well-built thing that has 
a lovely interior and no real/'o/e de vivre. 
Then there’s the 395bhp RS3. Which does. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPB C02 RATINE 
1.0TSE £20,365 9.7 128 115 147 62.8 104 8/10 

2.5TRS3 £44,755 4.1 155 395 354 34.0 189 8/10 


2.0T S3 


£33,505 5.2 155 310 280 39.8 162 7/10 


Euro NCAP * * * LxWxH in mm: 4241 (4313)x1777x1424, 50/55- 

litre fuel tank, 365/1100-litre boot, 9 engines, 6 trims, 41 models. 
























































AUDI-BMW 


A4 


Meet the regional boss’s new A4. Just 
like the regional boss’s old A4. It’s lighter 
and smarter. Unlike the regional boss. 



2.0TSE 

2.9T RS4 Avant 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 
£30,590 7.3 149 187 
£62,215 4.1 155 444 


LB FT MP6 C02 RATINE 

236 50.4 127 7/10 

443 32.1 199 7/10 


Euro NCAP ***** LxWxH in mm: 4726x1842x1427, 58-litre fuel 
tank, 480-litre boot, 6 engines, 3 trims, 20 models in total. 


Don’t worry the picture’s small. You still 
can’t tell it’s the new one in real life. About 


as memorable as an algebra exam. 



3.0TS5 
2.9T RS5 


PRICE 

£48,880 

£63,615 


0-62 MPH BHP 
4.7 155 354 
3.9 174 450 


LB FT MP6 C02 

369 36.7 174 

442 32.5 197 



tank, 465-litre boot, 5 engines, 3 trims, 16 models in total. 


The new one shares much with the A7 
and A8, including a mystifying naming 
scheme and opulent interior. 


_ PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPB C02 RATINE 

3.0d Sp’t Avant £49,525 5.7 155 286 457 48.7 151 8/10 

2.0d Sport TBA 8.1 152 204 295 TBA TBA TBA 

3.0d S Line £50,470 5.5 155 286 457 50.4 146 8/10 

Euro NCAP -* ** > LxWxH in mm: 4939x1886x1457, 63-litre fuel 
tank, 530-litre boot, 3 engines, 2 trims, 6 models in total. 


The hyper-clinical yet oddly wonderful A7 
gets A8 levels of tech and space without 
; like an executive airport limo. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPB C02 RATINE 
3.0T S-line £58,055 5.3 155 335 369 39.8 161 7/10 

3.0d S-line £58,155 5.7 155 286 457 48.7 150 7/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4969x1908x1422,73-litre fuel 
tank, 535/1390-litre boot, 2 engines, 2 trims, 4 models in total. 



Audi’s flagship doubles down on tech, but 

afitisacti. 

legal) yet. Until then, get; 


not all ofTt is actually available (or entirely 
. Until then, get an S-Llass. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPB 002 RATINE 
3.0T quattro £71,030 5.6 155 340 369 36.7 175 8/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 5135/5270x1949x1460,90-litre 
fuel tank, 520-litre boot, 2 engines, 2 trims, 4 models in total. 



Audi’s given the Mklll TT some mid-life 
fiddling for a subtly different look and 
mildly better driving. HowAudi-ish. 


& 

‘ r 



PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

002 

RATING 

2.5T RS 

£52,450 

3.7 

155 

395 

354 

34.4 

187 

7/10 

2.0T ultra 

TBA 

7.1 

150 

197 

TBA 

TBA 

BA 

TBA 

2.0TS 

TBA 

4.5 

155 

306 

295 

TBA 

TBA 

8/10 

2.0TS Line 

TBA 

6.0 

155 

cn 

273 

TBA 

TBA 

TBA 


Euro NCAP » >** LxWxH in mm: 4177x1832x1353, 50-litre fuel 
tank, 305/712-litre boot, 5 engines, 4 trims, 19 models in total. 


No V8, no manual, only a faint restyle? 

" ‘ 1 1 m ■■ 


Has Audi dropped a difficult second 
album clanger? Nope, not at all. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

002 

RATINE 

5.2 V10 

£126,200 

CO 

cn 

199 

cn 

CO 

CO 

398 

ro 

CO 

CO 

275 

9/10 

5.2 V10 Plus 

£141,200 

3.2 

205 

602 

413 

22.8 

289 

9/10 

5.2 VI0 Spyder 

£134,890 

3.6 

197 

533 

398 

24.1 

277 

9/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4470x1240x1940, 83/73-litre fuel 
tank, 112/338-litre boots, 2 engines, 2 trims, 3 models in total. 


Finally, Audi bins the styling photocopier 
and creates a trendy crossover with 
Evoque desirability tor Qashqai money. 



03 

jHa^Sjg! T! 1 

This is the car Audi says rivals the Range 
Rover Evoque. Oh dear. Luckily, a new 
one is inbound. 

r- 



PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

002 

RATING 

1.4T Sport 

£27,915 

9.2 

127 

148 

184 

51.4 

127 

6/10 

2.0T quat’ Sport 

£32,345 

7.6 

135 

178 

236 

42.8 

152 

6/10 

2.0d quat’ Sport 

£31,420 

7.9 

136 

181 

280 

53.3 

138 

6/10 


Euro NCAP > * w * m LxWxH in mm: 4385x1831x1608,64-litre fuel 
tank, 420/1325-litre boot, 4 engines, 3 trims, 15 models in total. 


Doesn’t look all-new, but Audi assures 


RATING 

and A5 and 

7/10 


7/10 

2.0TS line 

fuel 

2.0d Sport 


3.0T SQ5 



LB FT MPB 002 RATINE 

273 40.4 159 7/10 

295 56.5 132 7/10 

369 34.0 189 7/10 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 

£42,890 6.3 147 249 

£39,325 7.9 135 187 

£51,955 5.4 155 354 

Euro NCAP - ** * > LxWxH in mm: 4663x1893x1659, 65/70-litre 
fuel tank, 550/1550-litre boot, 2 engines, 3 trims, 6 models. 


The latest Audi Q7 is smaller on the out¬ 
side, bigger where it matters. Marginally 
less offensive than before, too. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

002 

RATING 

3.0d e-tron 

£67,560 

6.2 

143 

258 

517 

156.9 

48 

6/10 

3.0d S line 

£57,370 

6.3 

145 

272 

442 

49.5 

153 

0/10 

3.0d Sport 

£51,325 

7.3 

134 

218 

369 

48.7 

150 

7/10 

4.0d SQ7 

£73,945 

4.9 

155 

435 

664 

39.2 

190 

0/10 


Euro NCAP * * ** * LxWxH in mm: 5053x1963x1730, 100-litre fuel 
tank, 295/2075-litre boot, 4 engines, 2 trims, 6 models in total. 


BAC j 


TopGear on BAC: 

A car so good to drive that you’ll need to take ever} 
know out for a ride in it. Oh, wait... 

rone you 

MONO 

. i 


Some say it’s too extreme. All we know is 
that Stig once voted it his car of the year. 
And that some people are fools. 


2.3T 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT 

£150,000 2.8 170 280 206 


MPB 002 RATINE 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 3952x1800x1110, 35-litre fuel tank, 
NA-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 


BENTLEY 


TopGear on Bentley: 

“Speak softly and carry a big stick” as W.O. Bentley 
literally never said. 


CONTINENTAL GT 


All new and somehow even better at all the 
things you want from a cross-continental 
grand tourer. It’s all in the name... 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPB 002 RATING 

6.0TW12 £159,100 3.7 207 626 664 23.2 278 9/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4850x1966x1405, 90-litre fuel tank, 
358-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 



MULSANNE 


The replacement for the Arnage, and 
every bit as opulent and grand? Recent 
facelift hasn’t done the styling any favours. 



BMW 


TopGear on BMW: 

i cars good, 2-Series Active Tourer bad. We’ll leave you to 
put the rest of BMW’s range on the swing-o-meter. 


The future is here, it’s electric and we love 
it. The rest are now playing catch up. From 
a long way behind. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

002 

RATING 

i3s EV 94Ah 

£36,975 

6.9 

99 

184 

199 

- 

0 

9/10 

i3 EV REx 94Ah 

£37,220 

7.9 

93 

170 

184 

470 

13 

9/10 


Euro NCAP * * * * LxWxH in mm: 3999x1775x1578, 9-litre fuel 
tank (REx), 260-litre boot, 2 engines, 4 trims, 8 models in total. 


1-SERIES 


Perhaps the pick of the premium hatches 
right now, the 1 -Series thrashes the opposi¬ 
tion for driving. Ml 40i is bargainous gem. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

002 

RATING 

1.5d 116d SE 

£23,380 

10.4 

121 

116 

191 

83.1 

89 

7/10 

2.0d 120d Sport 

£27,155 

7.1 

142 

190 

295 

65.7 

114 

7/10 

3.0T M140i 3dr 

£33,955 

4.8 

155 

340 

369 

36.2 

179 

9/10 


Euro NCAP ***** LxWxH in mm: 4329x1765x1421, 50/52-litre fuel 
tank, 360/1200-litre boot, 11 engines, 6 trims, 54 models in total. 



2-SERIES 


2-Series follows BMW’s latest naming 
strategy, but is very much its own car. 
And a rather good one at that. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPB 002 

2.0d 220d Sport £29,885 7.2 143 190 295 61.4 122 

3.0T M240i £37,360 4.8 155 340 369 36.2 179 

3.0T M2 Comp’ £49,285 4.4 155 404 406 TBA 205 


RATING 

7/10 

8/10 

9/10 


Euro NCAP n/a LxWxH in mm: 4432x1774x1418, 52-litre fuel 
tank, 390-litre boot, 6 engines, 4 trims, 11 models in total. 


3-SERIES 


Not only the benchmark small exec, 
but one of the best saloons of all. Now 
facelifted, so even more excellent. 



2.0T 330e SE 
3.0T M3 
2.0d 320d E’D’ 


PRICE 

£36,685 

£59,865 

£33,515 


3.0d 330d xDrive £42,885 


0-62 

6.1 

4.3 
8.0 

5.3 


MPH BHP 
140 184 
155 
143 
155 


431 

163 

258 


LB FT 
310 
406 
280 
413 


MPB 002 RATING 

148.7 44 7/10 

32.1 204 8/10 

68.9 108 9/10 

48.7 154 9/10 


Euro NCAP ***** LxWxH in mm: 4624x1811x1429, 57/60-litre fuel 
tank, 480-litre boot, 10 engines, 7 trims, 66 models in total. 



4-SERIES 


The name may have changed but the ^ 
game’s still the same. Smooth, genteel, * 
refined and sport-ish. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG 002 RATING 

3.0TM4 £60,465 4.3 155 431 406 32.1 204 7/10 

3.0TM4CS £91,055 3.8 190 460 443 34.0 197 8/10 

2.0d 420d Sport £36,575 7.4 149 190 295 58.9 125 8/10 

Euro NCAP n/a LxWxH in mm: 4638x1825x1362, 57/60-litre fuel 
tank, 445/480-litre boot, 8 engines, 7 trims, 87 models in total. 


5-SERIES 


Evolution of the Five has resulted in one 
of the most complete cars on sale. It’s 
engaging, refined and very clever. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG 002 RATING 



PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

002 

RATING 

4.4T M5 

£89,705 

3.4 

155 

592 

553 

26.9 

241 

9/10 

6.75 V8 

£229,360 

5.1 

184 

512 

752 

16.8 

CO 

CO 

CO 

7/10 

2.0d 520d SE 

£37,775 

7.5 

146 

190 

ro 

co 

cn 

62.8 

119 

8/10 

6.75 V8 Speed 

£252,000 

4.8 

190 

537 

812 

19.3 

342 

7/10 

3.0d 530d SE 

£46,195 

5.7 

155 

265 

458 

64.2 

134 

8/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 5570x1930x1530, 96-litre fuel tank, 
443-litre boot, 1 engine, 3 trims, 3 models in total. 


Euro NCAP > * v » * LxWxH in mm: 4936x1868x1479, 70-litre fuel 
tank, 510-litre boot (41OL 530e), 5 engines, 3 trims, 13 models. 


BENTAYGA 


Now with a lovely V8 - shared with the 
fearsome Lam bo Urus - the Bentayga 
remains exceptionally quick and luxurious. 



E 


-SERIES 


Unusually, BMW launched the 6 as a 
Cabrio first. Also unusually, the coupe’s 
a bit... rubbish. GC 4dr is much better. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

002 

RATING 

1.4T Sport 

£25,215 

8.5 

131 

148 

184 

51.4 

124 

6/10 

1.6d SE 

£23,955 

10.3 

122 

113 

184 

64.2 

114 

6/10 


Euro NCAP ***** LxWxH in mm: 4190x1790x1510, 50-litre fuel 
tank, 405/1050-litre boot, 4 engines, 3 trims, 12 models in total. 



PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

002 

RATING 

6.0T W12 

£162,700 

4.1 

187 

592 

663 

21.6 

296 

8/10 

4.0T V8 

£136,200 

4.5 

180 

542 

568 

24.8 

296 

8/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 5140x1998x1742, 85-litre fuel tank, 
431-litre boot, 3 engines, 2 trims, 6 models in total. 



PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

002 

RATING 

4.4T 650i GC 

£75,825 

4.2 

155 

444 

479 

CO 

ro 

206 

8/10 

3.0d 640d GC 

£65,115 

5.4 

155 

313 

464 

50.4 

148 

9/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4890x1890x1370, 70-litre fuel tank, 
460-litre boot, 4 engines, 3 trims, 19 models in total. 


FOR ALL THE FACTS AND STATS YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT EVERY CAR ON SALE IN THE UK GO TO 























































7-SERIES 


SANDERO 



Never as attractive a proposition as the 
Merc S-Class, the 7 is phenomenally 
good without anyone really giving a toss. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MP6 C02 RATINE 

4.4T 750i £79,175 4.7 155 444 479 35.3 186 7/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 5098/5238x1901x1467, 78-litre fuel 
tank, 515-litre boot, 4 engines, 2 trims, 14 models in total. 


A supercar for spacemen. There’s noth¬ 
ing else like it: this is a performance car 
that makes a Prius loofc like a gas-guzzler. 



1.5T i8 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MP6 C02 RATINE 

£112,735 4.4 155 374 420 149.8 42 9/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4689x1942x1298, 42-litre fuel 
tank, 154-litre boot, 1 engine, 2 trims, 2 models in total. 


Latest XI uses FWD platform from 
2-Series Active Tourer. Is less objection¬ 
able than old one in every single way. 


_ PRICE D-B2 MPH BHP LB FT MPB C02 RATINE 

2.0d xDrive25d £35,950 6.6 146 231 332 55.4 133 8/10 

Euro NCAP > LxWxH in mm: 4439x1821x1598, 61-litre fuel 

tank, 505/1505-litre boot, 4 engines, 3 trims, 8 models in total. 




Reworked, coupe-ish version of the XI 
that breaks with BMW tradition by not 
compromising practicality too much. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPB C02 RATINE 
2.0d sDrive18d £30,040 9.3 129 148 258 62.8 119 8/10 

2.0 sDrive20i £31,450 7.7 141 189 207 51.4 126 8/10 

2.0d xDrive20d £35,030 7.7 137 187 295 60.1 124 8/10 

Euro NCAP ■ * w LxWxH in mm: 4360x1824x1526, 51-litre fuel 

tank, 505/1505-litre boot, 4 engines, 3 trims, 8 models in total. 



Far superior to older ones. So much so 
that you question the need for the X5. 
X3 is more socially acceptable, too. 


PRICE 0-B2 MPH BHP LB FT MPB C02 RATINE 

3.0d xDrive30d £46,055 5.8 149 265 457 49.6 154 7/10 

Euro NCAP ***** LxWxH in mm: 4648x1881x1675, 67-litre fuel 
tank, 550/1600-litre boot, 3 engines, 3 trims, 7 models in total. 


1X5 : 


Very good on tarmac, assuming you 
want to pummel it into submission. Just 
like with those building contracts, yeah? 

^0 


PRICE 0-B2 MPH BHP LB FT MPB C02 RATINE 

3.0d xDrive30d £55,420 6.8 142 258 413 40.9 183 7/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4896x1938x1762, 85-litre fuel tank, 
650/1870-litre boot, 3 engines, 3 trims, 5 models in total. 


BUGATTI 


BUGATTI.: 


TopGear on Bugatti: 

Makers of the world’s fastest, most expensive cars. Numbers 
matter here, so pay attention. 


CHIRON 


A “car that does things no other car can,” 
says a certain Mr Harris. A landmark piece 
ofengineering, nothing less. 



8.0T W16 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPB C02 RATINE 

£2.5111 <2.5 261 1479 1180 12.6 516 10/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4544x2038x1212,100-litre fuel tank, 
NA-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 


CATERHAM 


WJ 


TopGear on Caterham: 

Small, light and nimble 50-year old cars remain all that. 
But they didn’t have to negotiate X6s in 1965. 


SEVEN 


As old as the hills, yet as energetic as 
a spring lamb. The small, light, flimsy 



CHEVROLET 


TopGear on Chevrolet: 

Chevrolet’s realised that we’re not interested in rebadged 
Daewoos, offering tasty V8 muscle machines instead. 


CORVETTE STINGRAY 


The Americans have finally got serious 
about taking on the Porsche 911. Others 
have tried before, but rarely as well as this. 



6.2S Z06 


PRICE 0-B2 MPH BHP LB FT MPG C02 RATING 

£92,805 3.4 186 650 650 20.0 322 8/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4495x1780x1235, n/a-litre fuel 
tank, n/a-litre boot, 2 engines, 2 trims, 3 models in total. 


CITROEN 


* 


TopGear on Citroen: 

Design-led brand that’s the most ‘French’ of the French car 
firms. Undergoing a bit of a renaissance these days. 


The first time Citroen got jiggy with 
Peugeot and Toyota, they created some¬ 
thing quite cool. Now it’s round two. 


PRICE 0-B2 MPH BHP LB FT MPG C02 RATING 
1.0 Touch 3d £9,185 14.3 98 69 69 68.9 95 6/10 

Euro NCAP ■ - * * LxWxH in mm: 3460x1620x1430, 35-litre fuel 
tank, 196/780-litre boot, 2 engines, 3 trims, 20 models in total. 



The Cactus-inspired new C3 is a top- 
notch supermini from Citroen. Much 
better than we ever imagined. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

C02 

RATING 

1.2 Touch 

£11,560 

N/A 

107 

68 

78 

60.1 

108 

8/10 

1.2T Flair 

£16,950 

9.3 

117 

109 

151 

61.4 

103 

8/10 


Euro NCAP * * * » LxWxH in mm: 3996x1749x1474,45-litre 
fuel tank, 300/922-litre boot, 5 engines, 3 trims, 11 models in total. 


C3AIRCR0SS 


The wilfully different C3 Aircross is 
comfy and spacious, if not terrific tc 
drive. But tell us which crossover is. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG C02 RATING 
1.2 Touch £1 4,350 15.9 103 82 87 55.4 116 7/10 

1.2T Feel £15,555 11.3 115 109 151 56.5 115 7/10 

Euro NCAP *** LxWxH in mm: 4150x1760x1640,45-litre fuel 
tank, 410/520/1289-litre boot, 5 engines, 3 trims, 11 models in total. 


C4 CACTUS 


Pricier and no longer the happy little 
crossover it used to be, the C4 Cactus 
is now just an OK, if very comfy, hatch. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

C02 

RATING 

1.2 82 Feel 

£17,075 

13.1 

105 

81 

87 

60.1 

108 

6/10 

1.2T 110 Rip C’ 

£19,600 

9.4 

117 

108 

151 

62.8 

104 

6/10 


Euro NCAP . * * * LxWxH in mm: 4157x1729x1480, 45-litre fuel 
tank, 358/1170-litre boot, 6 engines, 3 trims, 13 models in total. 


GRAND C4SPACET0URER 


Funky shapeliness from Citroen, helping 
make the world of MPVs more accept- 
able. Headlights a particular success. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

C02 

RATING 

1.2T Feel 

£24,800 

10.8 

125 

130 

170 

56.5 

116 

7/10 

1.6d Feel 

£26,015 

11.3 

117 

120 

221 

70.6 

106 

8/10 


Euro NCAP * * * w - LxWxH in mm: 4590x1830x1630, 60-litre 
fuel tank, 537/1851-litre boot, 4 engines, 4 trims, 9 models in total. 


DACIA 


V 


TopGear on Dacia: 

Cheap cars from Eastern Europe, via France for a bit of 
je ne sais quoi, and then on to the budget-conscious. 


DUSTER 


Simple, high-riding TopGear favourite 
gets a brand-new face but remains good 
value, surprisingly able, and very tough. 












PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

C02 

RATING 

PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

C02 

RATING 

1.6 Essent’ AWD 

£13,595 

12.9 

105 

115 

115 

40.4 

158 

TBA 

£17,495 

6.9 

100 

80 

79 

57.6 

114 

0/10 

1.6 Comfort 

£13,195 

11.9 

107 

115 

115 

CO 

149 

9/10 


0.6T 160 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 3530x1690x1140, 36-litre fuel tank, 
75-litre boot, 5 engines, 5 trims, 5 models in total. 


Euro NCAP * v » LxWxH in mm: 4341x1804x1682/1693, 50-litre fuel 
tank, 475/1636-litre boot, 2 engines, 4 trims, 18 models in total. 


The UK’s cheapest new car - you can 
lease one for less than a Sky TV package. 
Nothing here besides simple transport. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

C02 

RATING 

1.2 75 Access 

£6,995 

14.2 

101 

75 

78 

54.3 

117 

5/10 

0.9T Ambience 

£8,595 

11.1 

109 

90 

99 

57.6 

109 

6/10 

0.9T Laureate 

£9,595 

11.1 

109 

90 

99 

57.6 

109 

6/10 

1.5d Step’ Laur’ 

£12,195 

11.8 

104 

90 

148 

74.3 

98 

4/10 


Euro NCAP * LxWxH in mm: 4060x1730x1520, 50-litre fuel 
tank, 320/1200-litre boot, 3 engines, 3 trims, 7 models in total. 


DS 


TopGear on DS: 

Citroen’s sub-brand focuses on style, tech and luxury. 
Think Lexus. Only French-er. 


A former Car of the Year and a gigantic 
leap forward for Citroen. Not fast, but 
a kick up the arse for Mini. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG C02 RATING 



1.2 Chic 

£15,370 12.3 

108 82 87 

61.4 

107 

7/10 

1.2T Prestige 

£19,450 8.9 

127 129 170 

62.8 

105 

7/10 

1.6T 

£24,030 6.5 

143 208 221 

52.3 

125 

7/10 

Cnr-n Mr A 

. * w ». . 1 vlA/vUI ■ r 

i mi-n. 2Q4Qv171Cv 

1AQ-2 

cruitre 

> fl.ol 

tank, 285/975-litre boot, 7 engines, 5 trims, 15 models in total. 



Not as inspiring as the DS 3, and the 
ride should stilfbe better, but family 
cars come no cooler. 


PRICE 0-B2 MPH BHP LB FT MPG C02 RATING 
2.0d Elegance £29,685 10.6 127 148 272 65.7 113 6/10 

1.6T Perf’ Line £31,645 9.5 126 163 177 47.9 136 6/10 

2.0d Prestige £34,755 9.9 137 178 295 62.8 117 6/10 

Euro NCAP * * ** * LxWxH in mm: 4530x1870x1540,60-litre fuel tank, 
465-litre boot (Hybrid 325L), 5 engines, 3 trims, 9 models in total. 



The French firm’s crack at a car that 
people will buy, rather than admire 
from a distance like the old Citroen C6. 



PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

C02 

RATING 

1.5d Elegance 

£28,095 

11.7 

121 

128 

221 

68.9 

107 

8/10 

1.6T Perform’ 

£34,990 

8.3 

141 

222 

221 

48.7 

134 

8/10 

2.0d Prestige 

£39,380 

9.9 

134 

178 

295 

57.6 

128 

8/10 


Euro NCAP *+ * * * LxWxH in mm: 4570x1895x1625,62-litre fuel tank, 
555/1752-litre boot, 3 engines, 4 trims, 9 models in total. 


FERRARI 




TopGear on Ferrari: 

Art and science blended into the most alluring and 
diverse supercar range in the company’s history. 


P0RT0FIN0 


Say later, dude’ to the Yank-spec, cruisey 
California and buona giornata to the 
harder-edged Ferrari Portofino. 



3.9T V8 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG C02 RATING 

£166,241 3.5 199 592 561 26.4 245 8/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4586x1938x1318, 78-litre fuel tank, 
240/340-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 


So long, natural aspiration. Twin-turbo 
488 is new-age fast, but not quite as fizzy 
as the car it replaces. Mighty nonetheless. 



3.9T GTB 
3.9T Pista 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 
£183,984 3.0 205 661 
£253,715 2.9 211 710 


LB FT MPG C02 RATING 

560 24.7 260 9/10 

568 24.6 263 10/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4568x1952x1213, 78-litre fuel tank, 
230-litre boot, 1 engine, 2 trims, 2 models in total. 


Ferrari’s latest VI2 GT car gets even more J 
power, tech and ability to cross continents 
at speeds that’ll land you in a courtroom. 

_ PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG C02 RATING 

6.5 Superfast £263,963 2.9 211 789 508 19.0 340 10/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4657x1971x1276, 92-litre fuel tank, 
350-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 



FOR ALL THE FACTS AND STATS YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT EVERY CAR ON SALE IN THE UK GO TO 































































FERRARI-HYUNDAI 


A much-needed sharpening for the FF, 
now with a turbo V8. Excellent, if perhaps 
overshadowed by the fearsome 812. 



FOCUS 


The fourth-gen Focus is here, and it’s 
roomier, techier and safer than ever. 
And also, somehow, lighter. Witchcraft. 



New Civic loses clever folding seats and 
cheap suspension. Result? It’s better to 
drive, but less roomy. Priorities? 



PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG C02 
6.3 VI 2 Lusso £240,272 3.4 208 681 514 18.8 380 

3.9TV8 £200,235 3.5 199 603 560 24.8 265 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4922x1980x1383, 91-litre fu 
450/800-litre boot, 2 engines, 1 trim, 2 models in total. 


RATING 


PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

C02 

RATING 


PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

C02 

RATING 

9/10 

1.0T Zetec 

£19,800 

10.0 

124 

125 

125 

58.9 

108 

TBA 

1 .OT SE 

£18,895 

10.8 

126 

127 

148 

58.9 

110 

9/10 

9/10 

1.5T ST-Line 

£21,805 

8.8 

130 

150 

170 

52.3 

CO 

9/10 

1.5T Sport 

£23,540 

8.2 

n/a 

180 

162 

46.3 

133 

9/10 

1 tank. 

1.5d Vignale 

£26,400 

10.0 

122 

120 

221 

76.4 

100 

TBA 

2.0T Type R 

£31,525 

5.8 

169 

316 

295 

36.7 

176 

9/10 


FIAT 


umm 


Euro NCAP n/a LxWxH in mm: 4378x1825x1454, 53-litre fuel 
341/1320-litre boot, 5 engines, 7 trims, 19 models in total. 


tank, 


TopGear on Fiat: 

Good when they do the small stuff, bad when they go 
beyond it. Buy a Panda and be content. 


PANDA 


It’s back, it’s slightly rounder and it’s 
still entirely brilliant. Come ’ere cuddly 
Panda, we want to give you a hug. 





PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

C02 

RATING 

0.9T TwinAir 

£11,370 

11.2 

110 

84 

107 

67.3 

99 

9/10 

0.9T TwinAir 4x4 

£14,610 

12.0 

104 

84 

107 

57.6 

114 

9/10 


M0NDE0 


Been on sale in the US for years now. 
Smooth, refined and not too American. 
Well done, Ford. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG C02 RATING 

1.5T Zetec £20,995 9.2 138 158 177 48.7 134 6/10 

2.0d Tita’ estate £26,295 9.5 130 148 258 67.3 109 6/10 

Euro NCAP ..... LxWxH in mm: 4780x1890x1500, 70-litre fuel 
tank, 540/1460-litre boot, 7 engines, 4 trims, 34 models in total. 


Euro NCAP * * * * * LxWxH in mm: 3650x1640x1550, 35-litre fuel 
tank, 225/870-litre boot, 4 engines, 5 trims, 15 models in total. 


Not quite the Sixties revival Fiat was 
angling for, but the 500 has stayed cute 
as the Mini keeps bloating. 



C-MAX 


Now with added grille. C-Maxgets Ford’s 
new family face and myriad very welcome 
improvements elsewhere. 



1.5d Titanium 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 

£24,995 11.3 114 118 


LB FT MPG C02 RATING 
199 57.6 129 6/10 


Euro NCAP LxWxH in mm: 4380/4519x1860x1620, 53/60-litre 

fuel tank, 432/1723-litre boot, 4 engines, 3 trims, 20 models in total. 



PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

C02 

RATING 

1.2 Pop Star 

£12,495 

12.9 

99 

69 

75 

60.1 

110 

7/10 

0.9T T’Air Lou’ 

£14,620 

11.0 

107 

84 

107 

74.3 

90 

7/10 

0.9T TwinAir S 

£15,270 

10.0 

117 

105 

107 

67.3 

99 

7/10 

0.9T TwinAir S C 

£17,420 

10.0 

117 

105 

107 

67.3 

99 

6/10 



Euro NCAP 


■ LxWxH in mm: 3571x1627x1488, 38-litre fuel 


tank, 185-litre boot, 3 engines, 5 trims, 26 models in total. 


The quest to cash in on the 500 continues. 
Similar lights, but otherwise there’s nothing 
500-ish here. Not a bad crossover, mind. 



S-MAX 


Second-gen of Ford’s low-roofed MPV 
keeps its dad’s fine dynamics, with a 
much smarter interior. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG C02 RATING 
1.5T Zetec £26,450 9.9 124 158 177 43.5 149 8/10 

2.0d Zetec £28,040 10.8 123 148 258 56.5 129 8/10 

Euro NCAP * * * - LxWxH in mm: 4796x1916x1655, 70-litre fuel 
tank, 285/2200-litre boot, 7 engines, 5 trims, 11 models in total. 


: Hi 



PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

C02 

RATING 

1.4T Pop Star 

£18,655 

9.8 

118 

138 

170 

47.1 

139 

6/10 

1 .66 Pop Star 

£20,260 

10.5 

116 

118 

236 

68.9 

109 

6/10 


The Kuga has grown up and bought 
some sensible slacks. Sure, it’s highly 
competent, but so are others. 



Euro NCAP * LxWxH in mm: 4248x1796x1600,48-litre fuel 


PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

C02 

RATING 

tank, 350/1000-litre boot, 4 engines, 6 trims, 13 models in total. 

1.5T Zetec 

£23,325 

9.7 

121 

148 

177 

44.8 

145 

6/10 

npn s 

2.0d AWD Zetec 

£27,425 

9.9 

119 

148 

273 

54.3 

135 

6/10 


An old name brought back from the grave 
to add a mite of flair to a humdrum cneap 
hatchback. No vices, but no virtues, either. 



Euro NCAP *>*• LxWxH in mm: 4524x1838x1689, 57-litre fuel 
tank, 406/1603-litre boot, 6 engines, 4 trims, 17 models in total. 



PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

C02 

RATING 

1.4T Easy Plus 

£15,800 

9.6 

124 

118 

159 

47.1 

139 

5/10 

1.6d Easy Plus 

£17,820 

9.8 

124 

118 

236 

76.3 

98 

5/10 


MUSTANG 


At last, a muscle car to call our own. 
Mustang now here in right-hand drive, 
still feels very American. Also large. 



Euro NCAP * LxWxH in mm: 4370x1790x1500,48-litre fuel tank, 
440-litre boot, 5 engines, 4 trims, 26 models in total. 


124 SPIDER 


Turbo torque and firmer chassis means 
Fiat’s MX-5 gets right up Mazda’s nose. If 
only it didn’t look like a Dodge Viper kit car. 




PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG C02 

RATING 

2.3T 

£36,645 5.8 155 287 325 31.4 199 

7/10 

5.0 V8 GT 

£41,745 4.6 155 444 389 22.8 277 

7/10 

Euro NCAP *** LxWxH in mm: 4784x1916x1381, 61-litre fuel 
tank, 408-litre boot, 2 engines, 2 trims, 4 models in total. 



PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

C02 

RATING 

1.4T Classica 

£21,055 

7.5 

134 

138 

177 

44.1 

148 

0/10 

1.4T Lusso 

£23,805 

7.5 

134 

138 

177 

44.1 

148 

8/10 


Ford’s Le Mans-racer turned road-car. 


Euro NCAP *** * LxWxH in mm: 4518x1799x1434, 50-litre fuel 
tank, 478/1267-litre boot, 4 engines, 7 trims, 10 models in total. 


Honda Jazz with a bit more chunk and 
the option of 4WD. Smaller than a 
Qashqai. Think Mazda CX-3. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG C02 RATING 
1.5 S £19,555 10.2 119 130 114 50.4 130 7/10 

Euro NCAP * ** + * LxWxH in mm: 4294x1772x1605, 50-litre fuel 
tank, 453/1026-litre boot, 2 engines, 4 trims, 8 models in total. 



A car engineered for accountants. It’s a 
great all-rounder but deeply boring with 
it. There are few more reliable SUVs. 



1.5TSE 2WD 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG C02 RATING 

£27,855 10.0 124 190 179 39.8 162 7/10 


Euro NCAP ** * * * LxWxH in mm: 4600x1820x1689, 57-litre fuel 
tank, 561/1756-litre boot, 1 engine, 4 trims, 7 models. 



NSX has had perhaps the longest 
gestation of any car ever. It feels heavy 
and complex, but it’s still flipping fast. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG C02 RATING 
3.5T hybrid £144,825 <3.0 191 573 476 28.2 228 8/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4470x1940x1215,60-litre fuel 
tank, TBA-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 




TopGear on Hyundai: 

Value-packed Korean has earned a proper reputation for 
capable cars. Excuse us while we tuck into our hats. 


Lacks the charisma of the Panda and the 
sheer polish of the Up but actually, if you 
don’t care about cars, buy this one. 



1.0 SE 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 
£10,945 14.7 97 66 


LB FT MPG C02 
69 60.1 108 


RATING 



Euro NCAP » ** > LxWxH in mm: 3665x1660x1500,40-litre fuel 
tank, 218/1012-litre boot, 2 engines, 3 trims, 7 models in total. 


It’s the latest i20! It’s not that exciting! 

Otherwise a very worthy and competent 
supermini, now with decent 1.0 engines. 

PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 
1.0TSE £16,395 10.8 117 100 

1.2 S £13,995 13.6 99 74 

Euro NCAP *** * LxWxH in mm: 4035x1734x1474, 50-litre fuel 
tank, 301/1042-litre boot, 7 engines, 6 trims, 34 models in total. 


LB FT MPG C02 RATING 

127 56.5 114 8/10 

90 49.6 130 7/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4054x1740x1233,45-litre fuel tank, 
140-litre boot, 1 engine, 3 trims, 3 models in total. 


TopGear on Ford: 

Proof that mass market motoring can have an edge. 
Note: this does not apply to the disappointing EcoSport. 


FIESTA 


The latest version of what’s arguably the 
best supermini on sale gets a new look 
and a better interior. We’re sold. 


JUUi LI ClUILIUI 1C 

much aero. 

11 VO IUI UIU 

VVI 1 VI 

J Cll IU 

H 

— 



■ KONA f " --w ! 


PRICE 

0-62 

MPH BHP LB FT 

MPG 

G0Z 

RATING 

Odd exterior styling is the only standout jC 

feature of this otherwise dull and tedious 

3.5TV6 

£420,000 

3.0 

216 647 550 

N/A 

N/A 

9/10 

crossover. But hey, you asked for it. 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4779x2238x1109, 57.5-litre fuel 
tank, N/A-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 


1 .OT Premium 


HONDA 




PRICE 0-62 MPH 
£19,050 12.0 112 


BHP LB FT MPG C02 RATING 
118 127 52.3 125 6/10 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

C02 

RATING 

1.1 Style 

£13,715 

14.9 

99 

69 

80 

64.2 

101 

7/10 

1 .OT Zetec 

£15,815 

10.5 

113 

99 

125 

65.7 

97 

8/10 

1.5T ST-2 

£19,995 

6.7 

144 

197 

214 

47.1 

136 

8/10 


Euro NCAP % ** * * LxWxH in mm: 4040x1735x1476,42-litre fuel 
tank, 292/1093-litre boot, 8 engines, 6 trims, 20 models in total. 


TopGear on Honda: 

Reliable, practical model range that seems a lot brighter 
now the NSX is here. 


Latest Jazz is clever. Very clever. 
Deserves to be bought by more under 
Eighties than it almost certainly will be. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG C02 RATING 
1.3 SE £15,620 11.3 118 102 91 55.4 116 6/10 

Euro NCAP >*»* :« LxWxH in mm: 3995x1694x1550, 40-litre fuel 
tank, 354/897-litre boot, 1 engine, 5 trims, 5 models in total. 


Euro NCAP ***** LxWxH in mm: 4165x1800x1550, 50-litre fuel 
tank, 361/1143-litre boot, 2 engines, 5 trims, 5 models in total. 




The i30 is further proof Hyundai is 
catching up with Kia in the design stakes, 
and everyone else everywhere else. 


1.6d SE 
1.4T Premium 
2.0T N Perf’ 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 

£19,840 11.0 117 110 

£22,360 8.9 130 138 

£28,010 6.1 155 271 


LB FT 

MPG 

C02 

RATING 

207 

74.3 

99 

7/10 

178 

42.8 

124 

7/10 

260 

41.3 

163 

8/10 


Euro NCAP ** * * * LxWxH in mm: 4340x1795x1455, 50-litre fuel 
tank, 395/1301-litre boot, 3 engines, 5 trims, 10 models in total. 


FOR ALL THE FACTS AND STATS YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT EVERY CAR ON SALE IN THE UK GO TO 

































































Hyundai takes a swipe at Toyota’s Prius 
- and floors it first time. It’s £4,000 
cheaper too. Korea one, Japan nil. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG C02 RATING 
1.6 hybrid SE £21,240 10.8 115 10B 108 78.5 79 8/10 

Euro NCAP LxWxH in mm: 4470x1820x1450,45-litre fuel 

tank, 443/1,505-litre boot, 2 p’trains, 3 trims, 5 models in total. 



TUCSON 


Just what the world needed. Another SUV. 
Silly name, but if you’re into this kind of 
thing, quite good. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG C02 RATING 
1 .6T SE Nav £25,245 9.2 126 175 195 37.7 173 8/10 

Euro NCAP ^ **» LxWxH in mm: 4475x1850x1645,62-litre fuel 
tank, 513/1503-litre boot, 5 engines, 5 trims, 18 models in total. 



SANTAFE 


Hyundai’s flagship sails for ever richer 
waters. That a £40k Hyundai feels like 
good value tells you all you need to know. 


P RICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG C02 RATING 
2.2d Premium £38,995 9.4 127 197 325 TBA 158 8/10 

Euro NCAP *** * * LxWxH in mm: 4770x1890x1703, TBA-litre 
fuel tank, 547-litre boot, 2 engines, 3 trims, 5 models in total. 




TopGear on Infiniti: 

Posh Nissan offshoot desperately aiming to emulate Lexus. 
In Europe, we’re still struggling to notice. Or care. 


i Infiniti people may actually buy, or so it 
>pes. Different, for sure, but that doesn’t 


An I 
hopes, 
necessarily mean better... 



PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG 002 RATING 

1.5d Pure 2WD £22,750 12.0 118 108 192 72.4 103 8/10 

Euro NCAP *** * r LxWxH in mm: 4425x1805x1495, 50-litre fuel 
tank, 368-litre boot, 4 engines, 4 trims, 38 models in total. 


Sharply styled but otherwise anonymous 
saloon from Nissan’s lux wing. This time 
aimed at the BMW 3-Series. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG 002 RATING 
2.2d SE £29,880 8.7 144 170 295 84.2 114 5/10 

Euro NCAP ^ . LxWxH in mm: 4790x1820x1450, 74-litre fuel 

tank, 400/500-litre boot, 2 engines, 4 trims, 8 models in total. 




Japan’s 4-Series has a clever new V6 
and unnerving non-mechanical steering. 
As alternative as it gets. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG C02 RATING 

3.0TAWD Sport £43,575 5.0 155 405 351 31.0 210 7/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4690x1850x1395, 80-litre fuel 
tank, 342-litre boot, 2 engines, 3 trims, 6 models in total. 


JAGUAR 




TopGear on Jaguar: 

Gorgeous Callum design and a raffish demeanor get you so 
far. Over-powered engines take you the rest of the way. 


XE 


Forget the F-Type, this is actually the most ~ 
important Jaguar of the last decade. Needs ^ 
banish all memc 


to 


I memory of the X-Type. Oops. 


w 


i 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG 002 RATING 


2.0T 300 Sport 

£45,640 

5.7 

155 

297 

295 

36.2 

177 

8/10 

2.0d Prestige 

£33,315 

7.8 

140 

178 

317 

87.3 

109 

9/10 


Euro NCAP ■ * * * ■ LxWxH in mm: 4672x1850x1416, 56/63-litre 
fuel tank, 450-litre boot, 5 engines, 5 trims, 14 models in total. 


E-PACE 


Jag’s crossover still offers Ian Callum 
styling, Ingenium engines and the ability S 
to say, “Let’s take the Jaaaag.” Lovely. er " 



NewXF is good. Probably-better-than-a- 
5-Series good. Lovely inside too, just not 
big enough for plutocrat bellies. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG 002 RATING 


2.0T Sp’tbrake 

£40,150 

6.6 152 248 269 41.5 155 

7/10 

3.0d S 

£49,510 

5.8 155 297 516 51.4 144 

8/10 

2.0d R-Sport 

£40,415 

6.5 153 237 369 53.3 139 

TBA 

3.OS V6 S 

£51,140 

5.3 155 375 332 34.0 198 

TBA 

Euro NCAP -»**** LxWxH in mm: 4954x1880x1457, 55/66/74-litre 
fuel tank, 540/963-litre boot, 4 engines, 4 trims, 8 models in total. 


TopGear on Kia: 

Thoroughly warranted range of whitegoods with barely 
a duffer among ’em. We’re as surprised as you are. 


PICANTO 


A Kia cracker. Latest Picanto looks 
good, drives well, costs little and is 
warrantied to the max. 



1.25 GT-LineS 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT 
£14,000 11.6 107 83 90 


MPG 002 RATING 
61.4 106 7/10 


The XJ is rapid, refined and beautiful, but 
why did Jag drop the thunderous V8s 
from the line-up? 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 

3.0dV6 Luxury £62,380 5.9 155 297 

3.0d V6 R-Sport £72,580 5.9 155 297 

3.0d V6 Portfo’ £101,440 5.9 155 297 



LB FT 
516 
516 
516 


MPG 002 RATING 

49.6 149 7/10 

49.6 149 7/10 

49.6 149 7/10 


Euro NCAP * * * LxWxH in mm: 3595x1595x1485, 35-litre fuel 
tank, 255/1010-litre boot, 2 engines, 7 trims, 9 models in total. 


Kia improves things yet again. Refine¬ 
ment, styling and interior quality are 
nearly as good as anything else. Nearly... 



Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 5130/5260x1890x1490, 77/82-litre 
fuel tank, 520-litre boot, 3 engines, 5 trims, 13 models in total. 


1.0T2 

PRICE 

£18,295 

0-62 MPH BHP 

10.9 116 118 

LB FT 

127 

MPG 002 

52.3 122 

RATING 

7/10 

1.4T First Ed. 

£21,095 

8.6 130 138 

178 

48.7 132 

7/10 

Euro NCAP ***** LxWxH in mm: 4310x1800x1447, 53-litre fuel 


tank, 395-litre boot, 3 engines, 4 trims, 7 models in total. 


F-PACE 


; pointy £ 

cleverly pitched and good to drive. 
A sure-fire hit for Jag. 



STINGER 


Forgive the name, look past the badge 
andthere’s a 365bhp, 4dr GT for £40k. 
But will anyone overlook Audi and Merc? 



2.0d Prestige 
3.OS S 380 
5.OS SVR 


PRICE 

£37,395 

£53,405 

£74,835 


0-62 MPH BHP 

8.5 129 178 

5.5 155 375 

4.1 176 550 


LB FT 
317 
332 
502 


MPG 002 RATING 

55.4 134 8/10 

31.7 209 7/10 

23.7 272 TBA 


3.3T GT S 
2.0T GT-Line 


PRICE 

£40,535 

£32,025 


0-62 MPH 

4.7 168 

5.8 149 


BHP 

365 

244 


LB FT 
378 
260 


MPG 002 RATING 

28.5 225 7/10 

35.8 181 6/10 


Euro NCAP ***** LxWxH in mm: 4731x1936x1652, 60-litre fuel 
tank, 650-litre boot, 4 engines, 5 trims, 9 models in total. 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4830x1870x1400,60-litre fuel 
tank, 406-litre boot, 3 engines, 3 trims, 5 models in total. 


F-TYPE 


Over-priced Cayman rival, or cut-price 
911 alternative? Who cares when it’s 



SPORTAGE 


Kias are normally somewhat pleasant- 
looking. This one isn’t, even after a face¬ 
lift. Good though, so don’t discount it. 













PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

002 

RATING 


PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

002 

RATING 

1.6 1 

£19,200 

11.1 

113 

128 

119 

44.8 

147 

7/10 

3.OS P380 R-Dy’ 

£64,960 

5.5 

171 

375 

339 

CO 

ro 

CO 

ro 

CO 

8/10 

2.0d GT-Line 

£27,060 

10.1 

114 

134 

275 

54.3 

139 

7/10 

5.0S V8 R AWD 

£92,815 

4.1 

186 

542 

501 

25.0 

269 

8/10 

2.0d KX-5 

£33,105 

9.2 

125 

182 

295 

47.9 

166 

7/10 

5.0S V8 SVR 

£112,835 

3.7 

200 

567 

517 

25.0 

269 

8/10 

Euro NCAP ***** LxWxH in mm: 4480x1855x1635, 

62-litre fuel 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4470x1920x1300, 70-litre fuel 
tank, 196/315-litre boot, 4 engines, 4 trims, 16 models in total. 


tank, 491/1480-litre boot, 5 engines, 6 trims, 13 models in total. 


JEEP 


TopGear on Jeep: 

Oblong-obsessed 4x4 experts still trading off WWII heroics. 
Don’t mention the Italian and German oily bits underneath. 


RENEGADE 


The Renegade’s probably the best of the 
tiny-SUV bunch off-road, in case you 
need bragging rights down at the pub. 


KOENIGSEGG 



TopGear on Koenigsegg: 

Swedish purveyors of deeply outragi 
Big and snouty,yes, but also quite cT( 


REGERA 


True to form, latest ’Segg is maddest yet. 
Petrol-electric hybrid witn a weird single 
speed ’box. It’s a huge achievement. 


;eous supercars, 
ever. 



5.0T V8 PHEV 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG 002 RATING 

£1.45111 2.8 250 1480 1475 TBA TBA 9/10 


1.6d Sport 
1.6d Limited 
2.0d Trail’ 4WD 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 

£ 20,100 10.2 111 120 

£24,900 10.2 111 120 

£30,140 8.9 122 168 


LB FT MPG 002 RATING 

236 64.2 115 6/10 

236 64.2 115 6/10 

258 47.9 155 6/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4560x2050x1110, 82-litre fuel 
tank, 150-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 


LAMBORGHINI 


1 


Euro NCAP ■ * * * ► LxWxH in mm: 4236x1805x1667,48-litre fuel 
tank, 351/1356-litre boot, 5 engines, 5 trims, 15 models in total. 


mM 



COMPASS 


New Compass in nowhere near as 
gawky or rubbish as the old one. So, 
Jeep’s pointing in the right direction, eh? 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 

1.6d Sport 4x2 £23,040 11.0 115 118 

1.4T Limited 4x4 £32,810 9.3 127 188 

Euro NCAP ** * *, LxWxH in mm: 4394x2032x1641, 60-litre fuel 
tank, 1053/1693-litre boot, 4 engines, 4 trims, 10 models in total. 


TopGear on Lamborghini: 

The supercar for those who don’t care about lap times. 
Or The Green Party. Or visibility. But like hexagons. 


HURACAN 


Lam bo’s riposte to the 458 and 650S 
now doing battle with the 488 and 
720S. Clash of the titans, then? 


LB FT 

236 

MPG 

20.2 

002 

117 

RATING 

TBA 


PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

002 

RATING 

184 

40.9 

160 

6/10 

5.2 LP 580-2 

£155,400 

3.4 

199 

572 

398 

23.7 

278 

8/10 


WRANGLER 


Samey looks belie atop-to-tail redesign 
for Jeep’s most recognisable model. Fn 
the absence of a new Landy Defender... 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

002 

RATING 


PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

002 

RATING 

2.0T P250 

£35,190 

7.0 

143 

245 

269 

36.7 

174 

7/10 

2.2d Rubicon 4dr 

TBA 

10.3 

100 

197 

332 

35.8 

209 

7/10 

2.0T P300 HSE 

£48,440 

6.4 

151 

296 

ro 

CO 

cn 

35.3 

181 

7/10 

2.2d Sahara 2dr 

TBA 

8.9 

112 

197 

CO 

CO 

rso 

38.2 

195 

7/10 


Euro NCAP ***** LxWxH in mm: 4411x1900x1649, 69-litre fuel 
tank, 425/1234-litre boot, 5 engines, 5 trims, 48 models in total. 


Euro NCAP n/a LxWxH in mm: 4882(4334)x1894x1901, 81 (66)-litre 
fuel tank, 533/1044(192/587)-litre boot, 1 engine, 2 trims, 4 models. 


5.2 Performante £207,925 2.9 202 631 443 20.6 314 9/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4459x1924x1165, 80-litre fuel tank, 
2 engines, 2 trims, 2 models in total. 


Massive Lamborghini SUV uses every 
trick in the book to deliver supercar 
figures in a Rangie-sized package. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG C02 RATING 
4.0T £164,950 3.6 189 641 627 23.0 279 8/10 

Euro NCAP n/a LxWxH in mm: 5112x2016x1638, 85-litre fuel tank, 
616-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 



FOR ALL THE FACTS AND STATS YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT EVERY CAR ON SALE IN THE UK GO TO 


YUNDARAMBORGHIN 































































LAMBORGHINI-MAZDA 


AVENTADORS 


Lambo’s face-lifted VI2 screamer brings m 
the hallowed SV, with new looks and 
more power, plus rear-steer. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

002 

RATING 

6.5 LP 700-4 

£271,146 

3.0 

217 

690 

509 

17.7 

370 

8/10 

6.5 LP 750-4 SV 

£319,073 

2.8 

217+ 

740 

509 

17.7 

370 

9/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4780x2030x1140, 90-litre fuel tank, 
n/a-litre boot, 2 engines, 2 trims, 4 models in total. 


LAND ROVER 


: LAND¬ 
-ROVER 

TopGear on Land Rover: 

A genuine UK success story with the whole range 
just at home on a field as a red carpet. 


DISCOVERY SPORT 


Freelander gets a new name, and much 
more besides. Not cheap, but it’s still a 
yummy-mummy favourite. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPB 002 RATINE 
2.0d 150 SE £32,910 11.7 112 1 48 280 57.7 129 7/10 

2.0d 180 SE £34,725 9.9 117 178 317 53.3 139 8/10 

2.0THSED/ £50,885 B.5 135 288 295 33.8 190 7/10 

Euro NCAP LxWxH in mm: 4599x1895x1724, 54-litre fuel 

tank, 195/1698-litre boot, 2 engines, 4 trims, 4 models in total. 




DISCOVERY 


The new, posho Disco is as capable as 
ever - even more adroit off-road, and 
exceptionally well settled back on it. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPB 002 RATINE 
3.0THSE £62,995 B.9 130 335 332 2B.0 254 7/10 

2.0dS £46,335 8.0 121 237 369 43.5 171 8/10 

3.0d HSE £61,335 7.7 130 258 443 39.2 189 8/10 

Euro NCAP > * * * * LxWxH in mm: 4970x2000x1888, 77-litre fuel 
tank, 2342-litre boot, 3 engines, 5 trims, 11 models in total. 


RANGE ROVER EVOQUE 


A Range Rover for a younger, more 
stylish, more urban audience. One for 
fashionistas, not farmers. 


PRICE 0-B2 MPH BHP 

2.0T Convertib’ £48,830 7.6 135 237 

2.0d SE £36,805 10.6 113 148 

2.0d SE Tech £35,805 3.5 124 178 

2.0T Autobi’ 3dr £55,230 6.0 144 286 



LB FT MPB C02 RATIHB 

251 34.5 185 8/10 

317 65.7 113 8/10 

317 58.8 125 8/10 

285 37.2 173 8/10 


Euro NCAP pmh* LxWxH in mm: 4360x1960x1610, 60/70-litre 
fuel tank, 550/1445-litre boot, 3 engines, 3 trims, 12 models in total. 


RANGE ROVER SPORT 


A prettier RRS would be a contradiction in 
terms, but the latest one definitely comes 
with less thuggishness. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPB C02 RATINE 


5.0SSVR £99,750 4.4 

176 

575 516 22.1 294 

9/10 

3.0d HSE £65,585 6.8 

130 

306 517 40.4 185 

9/10 

2.0T HSE PHEV £70,866 6.4 

137 

404 472 101 64 

9/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4850x1983x1780, 80-litre fuel 
tank, 784/1761-litre boot, 6 engines, 6 trims, 8 models in total. 


RANGE ROVER VELAR 


Smaller than a Sport, bigger than an 
Evoque, the Velar shares its platform 
and engines with the Jag F-Pace. 



LEXUS 




TopGear on Lexus: 

Angular luxo-Toyotas that range from sleepy hybrids to 
intoxicatingly awesome, naturally aspiratedv8s. 


IS 


3-Series drive too well for you? Then buy m 
this - it’s worse. In other areas, the IS 
gives the Germans a much tougher time. 



PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

002 

RATING 

2.5h 300h £32,900 

8.4 

125 

ro 

ro 

CO 

221 

65.7 

101 

7/10 

2.5h 300h Prem’ £40,630 

8.4 

125 

ro 

ro 

CO 

221 

65.7 

101 

7/10 


Euro NCAP *»»»» LxWxH in mm: 4670x1810x1430, 66-litre fuel 
tank, 450/480-litre boot, 2 engines, 6 trims, 10 models in total. 


Last bastion (well, almost) of the N/A 
V8 is a futuristic-looking Lexus GT. 
Who’d have thought? 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 

5.0 500 £76,595 4.7 155 471 

5.0 500 Sport £80,595 4.7 155 471 

3.5h 500h Sport £80,595 5.0 188 354 



LB FT 
398 
398 
257 


MPB 002 RATINE 

24.6 263 8/10 

24.4 267 8/10 

44.1 145 6/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4770x1920x1345,82-litre fuel 
tank, 197-litre boot, 2 engines, 3 trims, 6 models in total. 


Bit heavier than we hoped, but roaring 
V8 gives BMW’s M4 a few headaches. 
Good thing, too. 



5.0 RC F 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPB 002 RATING 

£61,310 4.5 168 463 384 25.0 258 7/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4705x1845x1390,66-litre fuel tank, 
366-litre boot, 3 engines, 5 trims, 7 models in total. 


Much better than the old one, but 
suffers from the same flaws. New RX-L L 1 
gains seven cramped seats. Woo-hoo. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

002 

RATING 

3.5h 450h SE 

£48,690 

7.7 

124 

304 

247 

54.3 

120 

6/10 

3.5h 450h L 

£54,095 

8.0 

124 

304 

247 

47.1 

138 

6/10 


Euro NCAP ***** LxWxH in mm: 4890/5000x1895x1690, 65-litre 
fuel tank (42 in L), 453-litre boot (495 in L), 2 engines, 5 trims. 


Welcome to left-field luxury, as Lexus 
distances itself from play-it-safe Toyota. 
Needs more torque and a better ’box. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPB 002 RATING 



3.5h Luxury 

£79,995 

5.4 

155 359 

258 

43.5 

147 

6/10 

3.5h F Sport 

£79,995 

5.4 

155 359 

258 

43.5 

147 

6/10 

3.5h Premier 

MfAD 

£97,995 

5.4 

ia/vu ; 

155 359 

In mm. C12C 

258 

xi 900 

43.5 

x1460 

147 

Ol.litKO 

6/10 

1 fuel 

lui v i m vrvr w r w & w i_a v vai i iii ■■■■■■• 

tank, 430-litre boot, 1 engine, 4 trims. 


An 

■ 



LOTUS 


^OTVJ^ 


1 


TopGear on Lotus: 

Overlook shaky economics and turnip farmer jokes 
and you’ll find sports cars close to driving nirvana. 


Still a joy, the current Elise offers 
visceral driving thrills in a relatively 



Lotus’s track car has grown up and got 
heavier. But don’t worry, this makes it 
more usable. Deliriously good to drive. 



3.5S 350 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPB C02 RATING 

£57,200 3.9 170 345 295 28.0 235 8/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4084x1802x1129,40-litre fuel tank, 
n/a-litre boot, 2 engines, 4 trims, 5 models in total. 


MASERATI 


TopGear on Maserati: 

Ferrari’s moody cousin. Every model beaten in every way 
by German opposition, save for cachet, cool, and style. 


GHIBLI 


Maserati builds a BMW 5-Series. It’s 
available with a diesel engine. Well, they 
think it’s a good idea. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPB 002 RATING 
3.0TV6S £64,825 5.0 177 424 405 27.2 242 7/10 

3.0dV6 £52,895 6.3 155 271 442 47.9 158 6/10 

Euro NCAP - ■ « w* LxWxH in mm: 4970x1950x1460, 80-litre fuel 
tank, 500-litre boot, 3 engine, 2 trims, 3 models in total. 



QUATTROPORTE 



Noooo - what have they done? The old 
one was soul personified, this looks a 
bit... meh. Still, at least it drives better. 


P RICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG 002 RATING 
3.8TV8GTS £118,585 4.7 190 523 523 26.4 250 7/10 

3.0dV6 £80,260 6.4 155 271 442 45.6 163 6/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 5050x1900x1440, 90-litre fuel 
tank, 450-litre boot, 3 engines, 3 trims, 3 models in total. 


GRANTURISMO 


Muscular, pretty coupe that’s more GT 
than sports car. Nothing wrong there 
and the MC Strad has bite if you need it. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

002 

RATING 

4.7 Sport 

£94,355 

4.8 

185 

454 

384 

19.7 

331 

8/10 

4.7 MC 

£109,990 

4.8 

185 

454 

384 

19.7 

CO 

CO 

8/10 

4.7 Cabrio Sport 

£116,455 

5.0 

177 

454 

384 

19.5 

337 

8/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4880x1920x1350, 86-litre fuel 
tank, 260-litre boot, 3 engines, 3 trims, 5 models in total. 


LEVANTE 


Get over the slightly Chinese Cayenne- 
copy styling and you’ll find a seriously 


well-sorted SUV 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

002 

RATINE 

3.0d V6 

£56,690 

6.9 

142 

271 

443 

39.2 

189 

8/10 

3.0T V6 S 

£70,185 

5.2 

164 

424 

428 

25.9 

ro 

cn 

CO 

8/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 5003x1968x1679, 70-litre fuel 
tank, 580-litre boot, 2 engines, 3 trims, 6 models in total. 



The 6’s design language moves to the 3. So 
does the handling verve. After that we’re 
less sure why yoiTd have one over a Golf. 



PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

002 

RATING 











PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

002 

RATING 

2.0d 180 

£44,735 

8.9 

130 

178 

317 

52.3 

142 

7/10 


PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

002 

RATING 

2.0 SE 

£18,995 

8.9 

121 

118 

155 

55.4 

119 

6/10 

2.0d 240 

£47,730 

6.8 

135 

237 

369 

48.7 

154 

7/10 

1.8S Cup 260 

£59,500 

3.8 

151 

250 

188 

n/a 

n/a 

8/10 

2.0 Sport 

£22,995 

8.2 

130 

163 

155 

48.7 

135 

6/10 

3.0d R-Dyn’ S 

£58,510 

6.2 

150 

297 

516 

44.1 

167 

7/10 

1.8S Sport 220 

£44,640 

4.6 

145 

217 

184 

37.7 

173 

8/10 

1.5d SE 

£20,195 

11.0 

115 

104 

199 

74.3 

99 

7/10 


Euro NCAP * * * * LxWxH in mm: 4803x1930x1655, 60-litre fuel 
tank, 558/1731-litre boot, 5 engines, 6 trims. 


RANGE ROVER 


This is not an SUV. That’s too common 
a badge. Instead, think go-anywhere 
luxury car. Or GALC. Hmm, catchy. 



1.8S Cup 250 £47,900 4.3 154 243 184 37.7 175 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 3790x1850x1120, 44-litre fuel 
112-litre boot, 2 engines, 3 trims, 3 models in total. 


EVORA 


tank. 



PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

002 

RATING 

5.OS SVA’ Dyn’ 

£142,285 

5.1 

155 

565 

516 

22.1 

294 

8/10 

3.0d 

£81,900 

7.6 

130 

258 

442 

40.9 

182 

9/10 

4.4d Vogue SE 

£94,805 

6.5 

135 

339 

546 

33.6 

219 

9/10 



Euro NCAP ***** LxWxH in mm: 5000/5199x2070x1840, 85/105- 
litre fuel tank, 909/2030-litre boot, 4 engines, 4 trims, 11 models. 


More power = good, more price = bad. 
430 is astonishingly good to drive but 
hard to choose over the 911 GT3. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG 002 RATING 
3.5S400 £73,500 4.1 186 395 303 29.1 225 8/10 

3.5S430 £112,500 3.8 196 424 325 28.8 234 8/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4340x1850x1220, 55-litre fuel tank, 
160-litre boot, 3 engines, 3 trims, 5 models in total. 



Euro NCAP . ** * m LxWxH in mm: 4465x1795x1450, 51-litre fuel 
tank, 364-litre boot, 3 engines, 3 trims, 17 models in total. 


Handsome mid-size saloon with some 
clever engine tech underneath. Drives 
well, possibly a bit middle management. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG 002 RATING 
2.0 Sport Nav £25,195 9.1 134 163 155 47.9 135 6/10 

2.2d Sport Nav £26,895 9.1 130 148 280 68.9 107 7/10 

2.2d 175 S’ Nav £27,295 7.9 139 173 310 62.8 119 8/10 

Euro NCAP * * * * > LxWxH in mm: 4870x1840x1450, 62-litre fuel 
tank, 489-litre boot, 3 engines, 3 trims, 13 models in total. 


FOR ALL THE FACTS AND STATS YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT EVERY CAR ON SALE IN THE UK GO TO 










































































Ignore the stereotypes: the MX-5 is 
back and, crucially, better than ever. 
RF gets folding hard-top. 


_ PRICE 0-B2 MPH BHP LB FT MPB C02 RATINB 

1.5 SE £18,995 8.3 127 131 111 47.1 139 9/10 

2.0 Sport Nav £24,395 7.3 133 158 148 40.9 161 9/10 

Euro NCAP *# * * LxWxH in mm: 3915x1735x1225,45-litre fuel 
tank, 130-litre boot, 2 engines, 5 trims, 9 models in total. 



Because the Nissan Juke doesn’t have 
enough rivals already. CX-3 is pretty 
and cfrives well, though. 

PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPB C02 RATINB 

1.5dSE _ £19,995 10.1 110 104 199 70.6 105 7/10 

2.0 S’Nav AWD £23,195 8.7 124 148 150 44.1 150 7/10 

Euro NCAP «ph LxWxH in mm: 4275x1765x1535,48-litre fuel 
tank, 350/1260-litre boot, 3 engines, 3 trims, 12 models in total. 



Better than the already 
replaces. As good to drive as'anything 
else in this class. And better looking. 



PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPB 

C02 

RATINE 

2.0 SE-L Nav 

£24,095 

10.4 

125 

163 

155 

44.1 

149 

7/ID 

2.2d Sp’Nav 150 

£29,095 

9.4 

127 

148 

280 

56.5 

CvJ 

CO 

8/10 


Euro NCAP tiff ■ LxWxH in mm: 4550x1840x1675, 56-litre fuel 
tank, 506/1620-litre boot, 3 engines, 2 trims, 10 models in total. 


McLaren 


Afcuircn 


TopGear on McLaren: 

Hyper-clinical British outfit spinning ever more baffling 
model choices off its bi-turbo V8 and carbon tub. 


SENNA 


Like the man it was named after, it’s 
resolutely focused and exceptionally 
talented. Less Brazilian, though. 



4.0T V8 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 

£750,000 2.8 211 789 


LB FT 
590 


MPB C02 RATINB 
n/a n/a 10/10 


Euro NCAP n/a LxWxH in mm: 4744x1958x1229, n/a-litre fuel 
tank, n/a litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 


SPORTS SERIES 


Meet McLaren’s bonny, bouncy baby. 
As if. 570S is as focused and fast as its 
Super Series siblings. Just cheaper. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPB 

C02 

RATING 

3.8T 540C 

£135,000 

3.4 

199 

CJ-I 

CO 

ro 

399 

25.5 

ro 

cn 

GO 

8/10 

3.8T 570S 

£149,000 

3.1 

204 

562 

443 

26.4 

249 

9/10 

3.8T 570GT 

£157,000 

3.4 

204 

562 

443 

26.6 

249 

8/10 

3.8T 570S Spid’ 

£164,750 

3.2 

204 

562 

443 

26.6 

249 

8/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4530x1910x1202, 72-litre fuel 
tank, 150-litre boot, 2 engines, 4 trims, 4 models in total. 


SUPER SERIES 


720S replaces the 650S. Much is new 
(91 per cent, it claims). Looks and 
performance are truly next level. 



4.0T 720S 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPB C02 RATINB 

£208,600 2.9 212 710 568 26.4 249 9/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4543x1930x1196, n/a-litre fuel 
tank, 360-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 


MERCEDES-BENZ 


f A T 


TopGear on Mercedes-Benz: 

More letter combos than a bath of alphabet soup. Slurp 
through that and the cars are very tasty. 


A-CLASS 


New A puts comfort before sportiness 
and adds an exceptionally fancy interior. 
Solid, safe and packed with tech, too. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPB C02 RATINB 


1.5d A180d SE £25,800 

10.5 

ro 

cn 

CO 

ro 

68.9 108 6/10 

1.3TA200 Sport £27,500 

8.0 

139 161 184 

514 123 6/10 

2.0T A250 £30,240 

6.2 

155 221 258 

45.6 141 7/10 

Euro NCAP * * * * * LxWxH in mm: 4531x1796x1440,43-litre fuel 
tank, 370/1210-litre boot, 3 engines, 3 trims, 6 models in total. 


Based on the old A-Class, the GLA is 
little more than a curiosity on paper. In 
reality it’s a pretty well-judged crossover. 



E-CLASS 


Laden with tech and wonderfully calming. 
New E gets Merc back in the big exec 
game. AMG E63 is tremendous. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPB C02 RATINB 


2.0T GLA45 

£47,705 

4.4 155 

381 

351 

38.2 

172 

7/10 

4.0T E63S 

£94,275 

3.4 

155 604 

627 

31.0 

207 

9/10 

2.0T GLA250 

£33,685 

6.6 143 

211 

250 

43.5 

155 

6/10 

3.0d E400d 

£52,685 

4.9 

155 335 

516 

48.7 

154 

9/10 

1.6T GLA200 

£26,885 

8.4 134 

156 

184 

48.7 

134 

6/10 

2.0d E200d esf 

£38,070 

8.7 

135 148 

266 

67.3 

109 

8/10 

2.1 d GLA200d 

£30,090 

9.5 127 

136 

221 

67.3 

110 

6/10 

2.0d E220d 

£39,565 

7.3 

149 191 

295 

72.4 

102 

8/10 

2.1 d GLA220d 

£34,430 

7.7 135 

177 

258 

58.9 

127 

6/10 

3.0T E53 estate 

£65,790 

4.5 

155 429 

389 

32.5 

200 

TBC 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4417x1804x1494, 50/56-litre fuel 
tank, 481-litre boot, 4 engines, 8 trims, 23 models in total. 

Euro NCAP * ** LxWxH in mm: 4923x1852x1468, 66-litre fuel 

tank, 540-litre boot, 4 engines, 2 trims, 8 models in total. 


i 


-CLASS 


This Volkswagen Golf SV rival remains 
oddly proportioned but has plenty of 
tech inside. Not to mention space. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH BHP 

LB FT 

MPB 

C02 

RATING 

1.5d B200d 

£28,995 

8.9 

130 136 

221 

52.3 

142 

6/10 

2.Id B220d 

£30,075 

7.6 

139 175 

258 

52.3 

142 

6/10 

1.6T B200 

£26,460 

8.2 

137 154 

184 

44.1 

147 

6/10 

Euro NCAP LxWxH in mm: 4360x1790x1560, 50-litre fuel 

tank, 488-litre boot, 5 engines, 6 trims, 57 models in total. 


C-CLASS 


Freshly updated with a new face, 
new interior tech and more powerful 
engines, the C is better than ever. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT 



C02 RATINB 


3.0T C43 

£50,875 

4.7 

155 385 

384 

31.0 

208 

8/10 

4.0T C63S 

£66,429 

4.0 

180 503 

517 

34.5 

192 

9/10 

2.0d C220d 

£35,690 

7.7 

145 194 

295 

64.2 

103 

8/10 

2.0T C300 

£37,900 

5.9 

155 258 

273 

42.2 

153 

8/10 

Euro NCAP LxWxH in mm: 4685x1810x1447, 66-litre fuel 

tank, 480-litre boot, 9 engines, 6 trims, 99 models in total. 


Take one Merc’ C-Class Estate, add a bit 
of length, some height and a pinch of 
off-road ability. Hey presto - the GLC. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPB C02 RATINB 


3.0T GLC43 

£49,845 

4.9 

155 

362 

384 

34.0 

189 

7/10 

2.Id GLC250d 

£40,645 

7.6 

138 

201 

369 

56.5 

129 

8/10 

2.Id GLC220d 

£37,340 

8.3 

130 

168 

295 

56.5 

129 

7/10 

4.0T GLC63S 

£76,130 

3.8 

155 

503 

516 

26.4 

244 

7/10 

3.0d GLC350d 

£45,320 

6.2 

148 

254 

457 

43.5 

161 

7/10 

Euro NCAP ■ *** * LxWxH in mm: 4759x1890x1644, 66-litre fuel 
tank, 550/1600-litre boot, 3 engines, 9 trims, 19 models in total. 


An all-new name but not an all-new car 
- and you can tell. The V8 AMG is gone 
too. Prices keener to compensate. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPB C02 RATINB 


3.0T SLC43 

£48,075 

4.7 

155 

362 

384 

34.5 

186 

6/10 

2.0T SLC200 

£36,950 

6.9 

147 

184 

221 

42.2 

153 

6/10 


Euro NCAP ■ LxWxH in mm: 4143x1810x1300, 60-litre fuel 
tank, 225/335-litre boot, 4 engines, 3 trims, 6 models in total. 


Perhaps the best all-round, usable hard¬ 
top convertible on sale today. Practical, 
fast, excellent quality and dynamics. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT 

3.0TSL400 £77,395 4.9 155 362 369 

4.7TSL500 £84,955 4.3 155 449 516 

5.5TSL63 £118,095 4.1 155 577 664 



MPB C02 RATINB 

36.7 175 7/10 

31.4 205 7/10 

28.0 234 7/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4631x1877x1314, 75-litre fuel tank, 
364-litre boot, 4 engines, 3 trims, 5 models in total. 


AMG GT 


Merc-AMG’s sports car gets a mild 
update with better steering and rear 
suspension, but retains the madness. 



4.0TS 


PRICE 0-62 MPH 

£115,530 3.8 193 


BHP 

510 


LB FT 
480 


MPB C02 

30.1 219 


RATINB 

7/10 



The ML’s got a new nose and a new 
name to go with it. GL for SUV, E for 
The one in the middle’. Simple. 



PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPB 

C02 

RATING 

2.0d GLE250d 

£55,020 

8.6 

CO 

ro 

201 

369 

47.9 

156 

7/10 

3.0d GLE350d 

£60,380 

7.1 

140 

254 

458 

42.8 

192 

7/10 

3.0T GLE500e 

£67,680 

5.3 

152 

436 

479 

76.3 

84 

7/10 

3.0T GLE43 

£65,625 

5.7 

155 

380 

384 

32.8 

205 

7/10 

5.5T GLE63S 

£101,955 

4.2 

155 

577 

561 

23.7 

276 

7/10 


Euro NCAP LxWxH in mm: 4932x1935x1796, 93-litre fuel 

tank, 690/2010-litre boot, 5 engines, 9 trims, 26 models in total. 


m 


The new one is here, and is predictably 
good, but we’ll miss the old CLS63 estate 
more than we probably should. 


J 


3.0T CLS53 
2.9d CLS350d 
2.9d CLS400d 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 

£74,050 4.5 155 429 

£57,840 5.7 155 282 

£60,740 5.0 155 335 


LB FT MPB C02 RATINB 

384 32.5 203 TBA 

443 48.7 156 8/10 

516 47.9 156 7/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4920x1850x1470, 580-litre fuel tank, 
520-litre boot, 4 engines, 3 trims, 11 models in total. 


S-CLASS 


Meet the car that has single-handedly 
saved the luxury car class from the SLJV 
incursion. Sublime in most ways. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPB 

C02 

RATING 

3.0T S500L 

£86,330 

4.8 

155 

429 

384 

40.9 

169 

9/10 

3.0d S350d 

£74,435 

6.8 

155 

ro 

GO 

ro 

457 

50.4 

153 

9/10 

4.0T S63L 

£125,730 

4.3 

155 

603 

664 

28.0 

237 

9/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 5110/5250x1900x1490, 70/80-litre 
fuel tank, 510/530-litre boot, 7 engines, 5 trims, 21 models in total. 


S-CLASS COUPE 


Loads of tech, loads of power, loads of 
class, quite a bit of cash. New coupe is 
good enough to justify it all. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPB 

C02 

RATING 

4.0T 5560 

£104,675 

4.6 

155 

463 

516 

34.0 

ro 

ro 

GO 

9/10 

4.0T S63 

£127,555 

4.2 

155 

603 

663 

31.7 

CO 

CSJ 

9/10 

6.0T S65 

£189,685 

4.1 

155 

621 

738 

23.7 

279 

8/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 5027x1899x1411, 80-litre fuel 
tank, 400-litre boot, 3 engines, 3 trims, 3 models in total. 


The bigger, seven-seat version of the 
ML gets a new name and even more 
luxury. Meant for Americans. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPB 

C02 

RATING 

3.0d GLS350d 

£73,090 

7.8 

138 

ro 

cn 

-Eik 

458 

35.3 

ro 

CO 

7/10 

5.5TGLS63 

£106,020 

4.6 

155 

577 

561 

23.0 

288 

6/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 5162x1982x1850,100-litre fuel 
tank, 360/2300-litre boot, 2 engines, 3 trims, 3 models in total. 


G-CLASS 


The big G returns with completely new 
underpinnings, engines and tech, so it 
actually drives like a modern SUV. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPB C02 RATINB 



4.0TR £144,530 3.6 198 577 516 24.8 259 8/10 

4.0TG63 £143,305 4.5 137 577 627 21.4 299 8/10 

4.0TC £130,530 3.7 196 549 502 24.8 259 8/10 

4.0T G63 F’ Ed’ £164,495 4.5 137 577 627 21.4 299 8/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4546x1939x1287, 85-litre fuel 
tank, 285-litre boot, 4 engines, 4 trims, 9 models in total. 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4613x1984x1969,100-litre fuel 
tank, 667/1941-litre boot, 1 engine, 2 trims, 2 models in total. 


FOR ALL THE FACTS AND STATS YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT EVERY CAR ON SALE IN THE UK GO TO 


MAZDA-MERCEDES-BENZ 






















































MG-PAGANI 


MG 


TopGear on MG: 

Chinese-backed resurrection. Sells fewer cars annually 
than Ford shifts in the time it takes to read this. 


After the startling success of the MG6, 
MG unleashes a supermini on the world. 
World can hardly believe its luck. 



1.5 3Time 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG 002 RATING 

£8,695 10.9 108 105 101 51.5 124 4/10 


Euro NCAP * * * LxWxH in mm: 4018x1729x1507, 45-litre fuel 
tank, 285-litre boot, 1 engine, 4 trims, 4 models in total. 


MG’s rather spacious crossover is 
actually the best 21 st Century MG 
yet. Other faint praise is available. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG C02 RATING 
1.0T Exclusive £17,495 12.4 112 109 118 44.9 144 5/10 

Euro NCAP * ■ * LxWxH in mm: 4314x1809x1611, 55-litre fuel 
tank, 448/1375-litre boot, 2 engines, 3 trims, 5 models in total. 


Finally, MG Mk2 approaches relevance 
with a smart-looking, tidy-driving 
crossover that’s predictably cheap. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG C02 RATING 

£15,095 9.6 118 164 184 46.3 139 4/10 



1.5T Explore 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4500x1855x1665, 55-litre fuel 
tank, 235/1,366-litre boot, 1 engine, 3 trims, 3 models in total. 


T 


— dfBfT?rfc i— 


TopGear on Mini: 

New hatch uglier but more sorted, with lovely turbo petrols. 
The larger cars are somehow less successful. 


HATCH 


It’s bigger, and that isn’t necessarily a 

f ood thing. Apart from that, the new 
lini is predictably excellent. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

002 

RATINE 

1.5 One 

£15,905 

10.1 

121 

100 

140 

57.6 

111 

7/10 

1.5T Cooper 

£17,345 

7.9 

130 

134 

162 

62.7 

105 

8/10 

2.0T Cooper S 

£20,635 

6.8 

146 

189 

221 

47.1 

138 

8/10 

1.5d Cooper D 

£18,495 

9.2 

127 

114 

199 

72.4 

102 

7/10 


Euro NCAP » * w *■ LxWxH in mm: 3821x1727x1414, 40/44-litre 
fuel tank, 211-litre boot, 6 engines, 6 trims, 12 models in total. 


CONVERTIBLE 


Take Mini, lop the roof off, et voila. Mini 
Cab is exactly like you’d expect. Good 
news for inner-city estate agents. 



1.5T Cooper 
2.0T JCW 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG 002 RATING 

£19,795 8.8 129 134 162 54.3 119 7/10 

£28,045 6.6 150 228 236 42.2 152 7/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 3821x1727x1415, 40-litre fuel 
tank, 215-litre boot, 4 engines, 5 trims, 5 models in total. 


CLUBMAN 


No rear-hinged doors this time round. 
Current Clubman is based on BMW’s 
2-Series and shares its mediocrity. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

002 

RATING 

1.5T Cooper 

£21,045 

9.1 

127 

134 

170 

55.4 

118 

8/10 

1.5d Cooper D 

£23,385 

8.6 

132 

148 

244 

65.7 

112 

6/10 

2.0T JCW 

£30,495 

6.3 

148 

228 

258 

38.2 

168 

6/10 


Euro NCAP * ** * LxWxH in mm: 4253x1800x1441, 48-litre fuel 
tank, 360/1250-litre boot, 3 engines, 3 trims, 3 models in total. 


COUNTRYMAN 


The Countryman is a big Mini with a 
sense of humour failure, but it is a better 
all-rounder than its predecessor. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG 002 RATING 
1.5T Cooper £23,345 9.6 126 134 162 51.4 126 7/10 



MITSUBISHI 


/ f \ 


TopGear on Mitsubishi: 

Hard to care now Evo is dead, but electro-Outlander actually 
Britain’s top-selling EV. Nope. Still not fussed. 


OUTLANDER 


No-nonsense seven-seat SUV. Fair to 
middling. Plug-in hybrid version offered 
too. Green, but only gets five seats. 



2.4 PHEV Juro 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT 
£36,755 10.5 106 200 245 


139 


002 

46 


RATING 

6/10 


Euro NCAP ** LxWxH in mm: 4695x1800x1710, 60-litre fuel 
tank, 436-550/1755-litre boot, 2 engines, 5 trims, 7 models in total. 


ECLIPSE CROSS 


No, not the Eclipse of old, tuned and 
befitted with gargantuan body kits. This 
one’s a crossover. React as you choose. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

002 

RATING 

1.5 2 

£21,290 

10.3 

127 

161 

184 

42.8 

151 

7/10 

1.5 3 

£22,590 

10.3 

127 

161 

184 

42.8 

151 

7/10 

1.5 3 4WD 

£25,605 

9.8 

127 

161 

184 

40.4 

159 

7/10 


Euro NCAP > *** * LxWxH in mm: 4405x1805x1685,63-litre fuel 
tank, 448-litre boot, 1 engine, 5 trims, 5 models in total. 


MORGAN 


TopGear on Morgan: 

Idiosyncratic British sports cars designed to give you wood 
and a healthy exposure to the elements. Poop poop. 


3WHEELER 


Eccentric and impractical, but for putting 
a smile on your face, nothing this side or 
a Tiger Moth competes. 



2.0 Sport 


PRICE 

£31,140 


0-62 MPH 
4.5 120 


BHP LB FT 


MPG 

n/a 


002 

n/a 


RATING 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: n/a, 40-litre fuel tank, n/a-litre boot, 
1 engine, 2 trims, 2 models in total. 


CLASSIC 


The only car to look like a restoration 
when actually new. The reasonably new 
Plus 8 is a fearsomely fast thing. 



4.8 Plus 8 


PRICE 

£85,461 


0-62 MPH BHP 
4.5 155 367 


LB FT MPG 002 RATING 
370 23.0 282 7/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4010x1500/1720x1220, 50-litre 
fuel tank, n/a-litre boot, 4 engines, 6 trims, 6 models in total. 



AERO 8 


Some ash still lurks in the frame of this 
sports car. Creaks a bit, but otherwise 
not as antiquated as you might think. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG 002 RATING 

4.8 V8 S’sports £126,900 4.5 170 367 370 26.0 256 8/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4120x1770x1200, 57-litre fuel 
tank, 227-litre boot, 1 engine, 2 trims, 2 models in total. 


NISSAN 


NISSANi 

\ /r T 


TopGear on Nissan: 

Bizarre Addams family of geriatric hatches, cash-cow 
crossovers and the mind-scrambling GT-R freak show. 


MICRA 


Micra is pricier than before but genu¬ 
inely chuckable, and the hi-fi is world 
class. Fiesta’s still better, mind. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

002 

RATING 

0.9T Acenta 

£15,770 

12.1 

109 

89 

111 

64.2 

99 

7/10 

0.9T Tekna 

£18,090 

12.1 

109 

89 

111 

61.4 

104 

7/10 

1.5d Visia+ 

£16,020 

11.9 

111 

90 

162 

88.3 

85 

6/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 3999x1743x1455,41-litre fuel 
tank, 360/1004-litre boot, 2 engines, 5 trims, 10 models in total. 


Clever little SUV crossover is nice, if a 
little odd. But why did Nissan have to go 
and drop the Nismo RS? 



The old Leaf was a bit fish-faced, but the 
new ’un is more straightforward. Also 
qualifies for a £4,500 government grant. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 002 

RATING 

Visia 40kWh 

£27,290 

7.9 

89 

148 

236 

0 

8/10 

Tekna 40kWh 

£32,890 

7.9 

89 

148 

236 

0 

8/10 


Euro NCAP * * ■ LxWxH in mm: 4450x1780x1570, no fuel tank, 

330/680-litre boot, 1 electric motor, 4 trims, 4 models in total. 


QASHQAI 


Nissan started the Qashqai craze, so the 
new one is predictably safe. It’s better 
than ever for, y’know, family stuff. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG 002 RATING 


1.2T Visia £18,300 

10.6 

115 

113 

140 

50.4 

129 

7/10 

1.6T N-Connect’ £25,230 

8.9 

124 

161 

177 

48.7 

134 

7/10 

1.6d N-Connect’ £26,850 

9.9 

118 

128 

CO 

CO 

CM 

64.2 

116 

7/10 

1,6T Tekna £27,485 

8.9 

124 

161 

177 

48.7 

134 

7/10 

Euro NCAP »»»*v LxWxH in mm: 4370x1800x1595, 65-litre 
fuel tank, 430-litre boot, 4 engines, 4 trims, 20 models in total. 


X-TRAIL 


The X-Trail used to be a rufty-tufty 
thing. Now it’s been emasculated. As 
a result, we think it’s better. Fickle? Us? 



PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG 002 RATING 


1.6d N-Conn’ 

£30,125 

10.5 

116 

128 

CO 

CO 

CM 

55.4 

CO 

CO 

8/10 

2.0d N-Conn’ 

£33,290 

9.4 

126 

173 

280 

48.7 

153 

8/10 


2.0d Tekna 
1.6T Tekna 


£36,290 9.4 126 173 280 48.7 153 

£31,355 9.7 124 161 177 44.1 149 


8/10 


LxWxH in mm: 4643x1820x1695,60-litre fuel 


Euro NCAP * 

tank, 135(550)/1982-litre boot, 1 engine, 4 trims, 14 models in total. 


Z still looks great, but where’s the fire¬ 
breathing manliness of the old one, Nissan? 
GT86 has highlighted its shortcomings. 



3.7 V6 

3.7 V6 Nismo 


LB FT MPG 002 RATING 

268 26.6 248 7/10 

274 26.6 248 7/10 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 
£29,495 5.3 155 324 
£39,995 5.2 155 339 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4250x1850x1320, 72-litre fuel 
tank, 235-litre boot, 2 engines, 3 trims, 3 models in total. 


The GT-R is an uber-techy, violently 
capable, ruthlessly rapid speed machine. 
Nismo is silly money, though. 



3.8T Pure 
3.8T Nismo 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG C02 RATING 

£81,995 2.7 196 562 470 23.9 275 9/10 

£151,995 2.7 196 592 481 23.9 275 9/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4710x1895x1370, 74-litre fuel 
tank, 315-litre boot, 2 engines, 5 trims, 5 models in total. 


NOBLE 


W 


TopGear on Noble: 

Yes, it’s from the home of pork pies. Yes, the engine’s from 
a schoolrun bus. Doesn’t stop Noble being a supercar force. 


Mil 


Powered by a twin-turbo Volvo XC90 
V8, the ola school M600 is epically fas 
and amazingly supple. Major want. 



4.4T V8 


PRICE 0-62 MPH 
£248,184 3.0 225 


BHP 

641 


LB FT 
604 


MPG 002 
n/a n/a 


RATING 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4360x1910x1120, 68-litre fuel tank, 
n/a-litre boot, 1 engine, 2 trims, 2 models in total. 


PAGAN 


TopGear on Pagani: 

The greatest exponents of artistic Italian pageantry 
and Hulk-spec power the world has yet seen. 


HUAYRA 


The name is what you exclaim when 
you nail the throttle in this twin turb 
v12’d, active aero’d hypercar. 



1.5d Cooper D 

£25,385 

8.9 

129 

148 

244 

65.7 

113 

7/10 


PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

002 

RATING 


PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

002 

RATING 

2.0T Cooper S 

£25,585 

7.5 

140 

189 

207 

45.6 

141 

7/10 

1.2T Acenta 

£17,100 

10.8 

111 

115 

140 

49.6 

128 

6/10 

6.0T VI2 

£990,000 

3.2 

230 

730 

811 

23.5 

300 

8/10 

2.0T JCW AII4 

£31,795 

6.5 

145 

228 

258 

38.2 

169 

7/10 

1.5d Visia 

£17,410 

11.2 

109 

108 

192 

70.6 

104 

6/10 

6.0TV12 BC 

£2.1m 

N/A 

N/A 

789 

811 

N/A 

N/A 

8/10 


Euro NCAP -* ■ > LxWxH in mm: 4299x1882x1557, 51-litre fuel 
tank, 350/1170-litre boot, 3 engines, 4 trims, 10 models in total. 


Euro NCAP LxWxH in mm: 4135x1765x1565,46-litre fuel 

tank, 350/1181-litre boot, 6 engines, 5 trims, 17 models in total. 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4610x2040x1170, 85-litre fuel tank, 
n/a-litre boot, 1 engine, 2 trims, 2 models in total. 


FOR ALL THE FACTS AND STATS YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT EVERY CAR ON SALE IN THE UK GO TO 































































PEUGEOT 


$ 


TopGear on Peugeot: 

Chassis bods have refound their mojo with 208 GTi. 
Design needs to be more Onyx, less ordinary. 


Now more refined and comfortable. 
Can be had with a 1.2. Have the 1.0. 
That’s the one Toyota made. 



PORSCHE 


£ RENAULT 


TopGear on Porsche: 

Irritatingly great to drive, even when it’s a 4x4. There’s 
a reason every sports car is dubbed ‘911-fighter’... 


718 BOXSTER 


Gasp - flat-six engine becomes boxer 
turbo four. More speed, economy but 
less aural satisfaction. Er, sound good? 



TopGear on Renault: 

Still a pervading sense of flimsiness about Renaults. We 
hope the upcoming RS Megane is as lovely as the old one. 


TWINGO 


Rear-engined, rear drive... it’s a mini 911! 
Er, no. Ifs actually a cheeky little city car. 
If ifs your cup of tea, go for the turbo. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

C02 

RATING 


PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

C02 

RATINE 


PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

C02 

RATING 

1.0 Access 3dr 

£9,225 

13.0 

99 

68 

70 

68.9 

95 

6/10 

2.5TS 

£53,714 

4.6 

177 

CO 

CJ1 

310 

34.9 

184 

8/10 

0.9T Dynamique 

£12,515 

10.8 

103 

89 

100 

65.7 

99 

7/10 

1.2 Allure 3dr 

£12,370 

10.9 

106 

81 

87 

65.7 

99 

TBA 

2.5T GTS 

£61,727 

4.6 

180 

361 

310 

31.4 

205 

8/10 

1.0 Expression 

£10,000 

14.5 

94 

69 

67 

56.5 

112 

6/10 


Euro NCAP »*** LxWxH in mm: 3475x1615x1460, 35-litre fuel 
tank, 196/780-litre boot, 2 engines, 4 trims, 12 models in total. 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4379x1801x1281, 54/64-litre fuel 
tank, 130/275-litre boot, 3 engines, 3 trims, 3 models in total. 


It’s only taken Peugeot 25 years to 
reimagine the 205. 208 is fight, likeable 
and French. In a good way. 





PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

C02 

RATINE 

1.2 Active 5dr 

£14,635 

13.8 

103 

68 

78 

60.1 

108 

8/10 

1.6T GTi by PS 

£23,555 

6.5 

143 

205 

221 

52.3 

125 

8/10 

1.6d Allure 5d 

£18,165 

13.3 

106 

74 

170 

94.2 

79 

8/10 


Euro NCAP * ** ** LxWxH in mm: 3970x1740x1460, 50-litre fuel 
tank, 285/1152-litre boot, 6 engines, 7 trims, 39 models in total. 


Well, knock us down with a feather. Out 
of nowhere, Peugeot gives us a hatch 
good to drive and own. Gobs smacked. 



718 CAYMAN 


Still the world’s best sports coupe, but 
now in spite of its dulled four-pot turbo, 
rather than because of a sonorous six. 


_ PRICE D-B2 MPH BHP LB FT MPB C02 RATING 

2.5TS £51,853 4.6 177 345 310 34.9 184 8/10 

2.5TGTS £59,866 4.6 180 361 310 31.4 205 8/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4379x1801x1295, 64-litre fuel tank, 
150/425-litre boot, 3 engines, 3 trims, 3 models in total. 


? proving ifs 

sports car builder. Base cars are great, 
of course, but new GT3 is truly epic. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPB C02 RATING 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

C02 

RATINE 

3.0T Carrera S 

£87,335 

4.3 

191 

414 

369 

32.5 

199 

8/10 

1.6T GTi 

£29,050 

6.0 

155 

268 

CO 

Si 

47.1 

139 

8/10 

4.0 GT3 Man’ 

£111,802 

3.9 

198 

493 

339 

21.9 

290 

10/10 

1.5d Active 

£20,950 

9.4 

128 

129 

207 

78.5 

94 

8/10 

3.8T GT2 RS 

£207,506 

2.8 

211 

691 

553 

ro 

CO 

CO 

269 

9/10 

1.2T Active 

£19,180 

10.1 

127 

108 

151 

57.6 

113 

7/10 

3.8T TurboS 

£147,540 

2.9 

205 

573 

552 

31.0 

212 

8/10 

2.0d GT 

£27,560 

8.4 

136 

177 

295 

70.6 

105 

7/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4499x1808x1294, 64-litre fuel tank. 


Euro NCAP ***** LxWxH in mm: 4253x1804x1457, 53-litre fuel 
tank, 470/1309-litre boot, 11 engines, 6 trims, 27 models in total. 


135-litre boot, 5 engines, 12 trims, 17 models in total. 


Second-gen 508 doubles down on 
Peugeors brand of unique design 
(inside and out). So, who’s tempted? 



PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPB C02 RATING 
1.6TGT £35,975 7.3 155 224 221 49.6 131 7/10 

1.5d Active £25,000 9.7 129 131 221 74.3 101 6/10 

2.0d Allure £29,300 8.4 143 163 295 62.8 118 6/10 

Euro NCAP n/a LxWxH in mm: 4750x1859x1403, 55/62-litre fuel 
tank, 487/1537-litre boot, 5 engines, 5 trims, 11 models in total. 


whim 

High-rise supermini that’s increasingly 
popular in the wake of the Juke. A little 
mash-up which just about works. 



1.2T Active 
1.6d Allure 


PRICE 0-62 MPH 

£16,985 13.5 105 

£20,615 11.3 112 


BHP 

79 


LB FT 
87 
187 


MPB C02 RATING 

57.6 114 5/10 

76.3 97 6/10 


Euro NCAP - ** » > LxWxH in mm: 4160x1740x1560, 50-litre fuel 
tank, 360/1172-litre boot, 6 engines, 4 trims, 14 models in total. 


It’s 2017’s Euro CoTY - with an Audi- 
beating cabin, in design and execution. 
Drives as well as it needs to. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

C02 

RATING 

1.2T Allure 

£24,670 

10.8 

117 

129 

170 

47.1 

117 

7/10 

1.5d GT Line 

£28,820 

10.8 

119 

98 

221 

68.9 

108 

7/10 

1.6TGT Line 

£29,370 

8.9 

128 

163 

177 

48.7 

129 

TBA 

2.0d GT 

£35,470 

9.0 

134 

175 

295 

58.9 

129 

TBA 


Euro NCAP ***** LxWxH in mm: 4447x1841x1624, 53-litre fuel 
tank, 591/1670-litre boot, 6 engines, 4 trims, 11 models in total. 


UlIlM 

Remember the old 5008 MPV? Well, now 
forget it - the new one’s a crossover, and 
a much better car besides. 



PANAMERA 


New Panam no longer looks like a whale 
carcass, but ifs still just as roomy in that 
22nd Century cabin. Seriously fast. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPB C02 RATING 


2.9T 4S 

£90,291 4.4 

179 434 406 

34.9 184 

8/10 

4.0T S Hyb’ ST 

£139,287 3.4 

192 671 623 

94.2 69 

8/10 

4.0T Turbo ST 

£117,247 3.8 

188 542 568 

30.1 215 

8/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 5049x1937x1423, 90-litre fuel tank, 
495/1304-litre boot, 3 engines, 3 trims, 3 models in total. 



MACAN 


Porsche’s Range Rover Evoque is a tidy 
looker that has image - and badge - by 
the bucketload. Quick, but heavy. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPB C02 RATING 

3.0TS £48,287 5.4 157 335 339 32.5 204 8/10 

3.6T Turbo PP £69,505 4.4 169 434 443 29.1 224 8/10 

Euro NCAP v ** * » LxWxH in mm: 4684x1923x1624, 65-litre fuel 
tank, 500/1500-litre boot, 4 engines, 4 trims, 4 models in total. 



CAYENNE 


Sporting SUV that’s very capable and 
now better to look at. It no longer has a 
ride that ruins your spine, either. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPB C02 RATING 
3.0T £55,965 6.2 152 335 332 30.7 209 7/10 

4.0T Turbo £99,291 4.1 177 542 568 23.7 272 8/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4855x1939x1705, 100-litre fuel tank, 
670/1780-litre boot, 7 engines, 7 trims, 7 models in total. 


RADICAL 


TopGear on Radical: 

Super-fast, super-intense, Nurburgring-humbling 
Wait... what? They’re road-legal? On my. 


RXCGT 


The RXC gains a GT badge. Oh, and the 
same engine as the Fora GT. Excuse us 
while we gibber for a bit. 



Euro NCAP ■ *►* LxWxH in mm: 3595x1646x1554, 35-litre 
fuel tank, 188/980-litre boot, 2 engines, 3 trims, 4 models in total. 



TWIZY 


God knows what’s got into us, but we 
badly want a Twizy. Mainly to sneak up 
on other cars in electrical silence. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPB C02 RATING 
1 3kW EV £8,995 n/a 50 17 42 n/a 0 7/10 

Euro NCAP *■* LxWxH in mm: 2340x1240x1460, no fuel tank, 

31-litre boot, 1 electric motor, 3 trims, 3 models in total. 


5 g. r€ - 

a leccy car, quaTifies for a £4,500 grant to 
reward your environmental contribution. 

PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 

80kW Dyn’ Nav £22,920 11.4 84 107 



LB FT MPB 


C02 

0 


RATING 


Euro NCAP * * LxWxH in mm: 4090x1730x1560, no fuel tank, 
328/1225-litre boot, 2 electric motors, 3 trims, 6 models in total. 


A return to form for Renault. Clio MkIV 
is good-looking and drives well. Just 
avoid the gutless lower-powered 1.2. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

C02 

RATINE 

0.9T Play 

£14,530 

12.2 

112 

89 

103 

60.1 

105 

7/10 

1.6T RS Trophy 

£23,000 

6.6 

146 

217 

192 

47.9 

135 

7/10 

1.2T Sig’Nav 

£19,150 

9.0 

124 

118 

140 

53.3 

118 

7/10 


Euro NCAP ***** LxWxH in mm: 4062x1732x1448,40/45-litre fuel 
tank, 320/1146-litre boot, 5 engines, 6 trims, 18 models in total. 



CAPTUR 


Renault’s take on the Juke that’s, 
perhaps unsurprisingly, more style 
than substance. Clio for us, please. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG C02 RATING 

0.9T Express’ + £15,620 12.6 106 89 99 56.5 115 7/10 

1.5d Express’ + £17,600 12.6 106 89 162 76.4 95 7/10 

Euro NCAP ■ * * * - LxWxH in mm: 4120x1780x1560, 45-litre fuel 
tank, 377/1235-litre boot, 3 engines, 4 trims, 10 models in total. 


MEGANE 


The standard hatches are pert, but 
below par to drive, and the new RS 
makes us wish for the old one. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 

1.2T Express’ + £17,795 10.6 122 128 

1.8TRS £27,495 5.8 155 277 

Euro NCAP * * ** * LxWxH in mm: 4359x1814x1447, 47-litre fuel 
tank, 384-litre boot, 5 engines, 8 trims, 15 models in total. 


LB FT MPG C02 RATING 

151 52.3 120 7/10 

288 40.9 155 8/10 



KADJAR 


Much better than Renaulfs last crack at 
a big crossover, the Koleos. The Kadjar is 
a Qashqai rival with genuine appeal. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG C02 RATING 

1.2T Express’ + £19,785 10.1 119 128 151 50.4 126 6/10 

1.5d Express’ + £21,775 11.9 113 108 192 74.3 99 7/10 

Euro NCAP * ** * LxWxH in mm: 4449x1836x1607, 55-litre fuel 
tank, 864/1620-litre boot, 3 engines, 4 trims, 14 models in total. 


SCENIC 


Nobody buys MPVs anymore, which is 
why the Scenic has gone all crossover. 
Gets 20s as standard. Really. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

C02 

RATINE 


PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

C02 

RATING 


PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

C02 

RATINE 

1.5d Active 

£27,550 

11.1 

119 

129 

170 

68.9 

107 

7/10 

3.5TV6 

£135,000 

2.8 

179 

400 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

TBA 

1.2T Express’ 

£22,010 

12.3 

115 

113 

140 

48.7 

129 

6/10 

1.2T GT Line 

£29,280 

10.9 

117 

129 

221 

55.4 

117 

7/10 

3.5T V6 

£152,000 

2.7 

180 

650 

520 

16.0 

CO 

CO 

TBA 

1.5d Dyn’ Nav 

£24,090 

12.4 

114 

108 

192 

70.6 

104 

6/10 


Euro NCAP > *>* * LxWxH in mm: 4641x1844x1640, 56-litre fuel 
tank, 780/1940-litre boot, 6 engines, 5 trims, 16 models in total. 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4300x1960x1127, 50-litre fuel tank, 
n/a-litre boot, 2 engines, 1 trim, 2 models in total. 


Euro NCAP ■ ** * > LxWxH in mm: 4406/4634x1866x1653, 60-litre 
fuel tank, 506-litre boot, 5 engines, 4 trims, 34 models in total. 


FOR ALL THE FACTS AND STATS YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT EVERY CAR ON SALE IN THE UK GO TO 


PEUGEOT-RENAULT 

































































ROLLS-ROYCE-SUBARU 


ATECA 


KODIAQ 


ROLLS-ROYCE 


llrttJI 


TopGear on Rolls-Royce: 

Wheeled pleasure yachts that’ve seen off the challenge 
of Maybach and offer more charm than Bentley. 


GHOST 


A car for the junior plutocrat, since his 
boss will clearly be in a Phantom. Wave 
at him - he needs your pity. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

C02 

RATING 

6.6 VI2 

£233,235 

4.7 

155 

571 

576 

20.8 

327 

9/10 

6.6 VI2 EWB 

£265,455 

4.8 

155 

571 

576 

20.6 

CO 

ro 

CO 

9/10 


Euro NCAP n/a LxWxH in mm: 5399/5569x1948x1550,82-litre fuel 
tank, 490-litre boot, 1 engine, 2 trims, 2 models in total. 


PHANTOM 


Faster, quieter and more opulent than 
ever, the new Phantom is a luxury land- 
yacht that drives as well as it soothes. 

PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG C02 RATING 
6.75TV12 £362,055 5.1 155 563 664 20.3 318 9/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 5830/6090x1999x1640,100-litre fuel 
tank, 460-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 



WRAITH 


If the Grand Tour still existed, this is 
how the aristocracy would get to Vienna. 
A majestic symbol of Britain. 



i 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG C02 RATING 
6.6 VI2 £251,295 4.4 155 624 590 20.2 327 9/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 5269x1947x1507, 82-litre fuel tank, 
470-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 


DAWN 


This is how you do luxury in the modern 
age. Not just a car, but a practically 
unbeatable luxury experience. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG C02 RATING 
6.6 VI2 £275,295 4.9 155 563 575 19.9 330 9/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 5285x1947x1502, 82-litre fuel tank, 
244/295-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 


SEAT 


TopGear on Seat: 

Supposedly the sporty arm of the VW Group behemoth. 
So why does it make a seven-seat MPV, then? 



nr 

( l 

Don’t go expecting loads of Spanish flair 
here. VW doesn’t permit that. This is 
just a very sensible Up-based city car. 

PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 

1.0 Design 3d r £11,260 14.4 99 59 

LB FT MPG C02 RATING 

67 64.2 102 7/10 

1.0 FR Line 3dr £12,070 13.2 106 74 70 64.2 102 7/10 


Euro NCAP LxWxH in mm: 3560x1640x1480, 35-litre fuel 

tank, 238/951-litre boot, 2 engines, 5 trims, 12 models in total. 


IBIZA 


The Ibiza is now just about as good as 
the Fiesta. Look at you, all spoiled for 
choice and such. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

C02 

RATING 

1.5T FR Evo 

£17,935 

7.9 

134 

148 

184 

57.6 

112 

8/10 

1.0 SE 

£14,255 

14.7 

104 

74 

70 

57.6 

112 

7/10 


Euro NCAP * * * ■ * LxWxH in mm: 4059x1780x1444,40-litre fuel 
tank, 355-litre boot, 6 engines, 4 trims, 14 models in total. 


LEON 


Seat has really upped its 
all-new Leon. Super-hot 
has optional AWD. 


Tame with the 
^upra 300 now 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

C02 

RATING 

1.4T FR 

£22,010 

8.0 

134 

148 

184 

57.6 

114 

7/10 

1,6d SE Tech’ 

£20,625 

9.8 

122 

113 

184 

70.6 

105 

7/10 

2.0d SC FR Tech’ 

£24,570 

7.5 

142 

181 

280 

62.8 

118 

7/10 

2.0d ST Xcel’ 

£27,165 

7.8 

142 

181 

280 

61.4 

121 

7/10 

2.0T Cupra SC 

£29,615 

5.7 

155 

296 

280 

40.9 

158 

8/10 

2.0T C’ra ST 4x4 

£32,595 

4.9 

155 

296 

280 

39.2 

164 

8/10 


Euro NCAP ***** LxWxH in mm: 4260x1780x1460, 50-litre fuel 
tank, 380-litre boot, 7 engines, 5 trims, 37 models in total. 


Seat’s first crossover is so good you’d 
think it was an old hand. Handsome, well 
built, and it’s not another Qashqai, is it? 



i 


Skodiaq is the paragon of family-first 
motoring Seats seven, good tech, feels 
solid - a Disco Sport without the badge. 



i 



PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

002 

RATING 

I.OTS 

£18,675 

11.0 

113 

113 

148 

54.3 

121 

7/10 

2.0d SE 4x4 

£26,175 

9.0 

125 

148 

251 

55.4 

CO 

CO 

8/10 

2.0T FR 

£30,105 

7.9 

OJ 

oo 

187 

236 

40.4 

CO 

ro 

TBA 

1.4T FR 

£25,690 

8.5 

125 

148 

184 

cn 

ro 

CO 

123 

TBA 



PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

C02 

RATING 

1.4TS 

£22,630 

10.5 

118 

CO 

148 

46.3 

139 

8/10 

2.0d 4x4 SE L 

£31,475 

9.7 

122 

148 

251 

52.3 

141 

8/10 


Euro NCAP ***** LxWxH in mm: 4697x1882x1655, 60-litre fuel 
tank, 720/2065-litre boot (5 seat), 5 engines, 4 trims, 21 models. 


Euro NCAP ■ * *** LxWxH in mm: 4363x1841x1615, 50/55-litre fuel 
tank, 510-litre boot, 4 engines, 4 trims, 11 models in total. 


ALHAMBRA 


One of the very best MPVs around. If 
you don't want an S-Max, this is a worthy 
alternative. Lots of seats, lots of space. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

002 

RATING 

2.0d SE 

£30,215 

10.2 

124 

148 

251 

56.5 

130 

7/10 

1,4T SE 

£28,215 

9.9 

124 

148 

184 

43.5 

150 

TBA 


Euro NCAP ***** LxWxH in mm: 4850x1900x1720, 70-litre fuel 
tank, 267/2297-litre boot, 4 engines, 4 trims, 8 models in total. 




TopGear on Skoda: 

Supposedly the cheap ’n’ cheerful arm of the VW Group 
behemoth. So why does it make a £30k barge, then? 

ci™ 


Of course you recognise it - the Citigo 
is a lightly altered VW Up. Which makes 
it a very fine city car indeed. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

C02 

RATING 

1.0 SE 

£9,785 

14.4 

100 

60 

70 

68.9 

101 

7/10 

1.0 SE L 

£11,065 

13.2 

107 

75 

70 

87.3 

96 

7/10 


SMART ■ 


TopGear on Smart: 


Best yet execution of a flawed idea. We’ll have the 
cheaper, mechanically identical Twingo, thanks. 


FORTWO 


A doddle to park, a delight around 
town, but what on earth was Smart 
thinking when it signed off the design? 



i 


PRICE 0-G2 MPH BHP LEFT MPG C02 RATING 
1.0 Passion £11,375 14.4 94 70 67 68.9 93 6/10 

0.9T Prime £12,665 10.4 96 89 83 67.3 97 6/10 

0.9T BRAB Cab £22,350 9.5 103 106 125 61.4 104 6/10 

Euro NCAP r .. » LxWxH in mm: 2695,1663,1555,35-litre fuel 
tank, 260/350-litre boot, 3 engines, 4 trims, 16 models in total. 


FORFOUR 


Same front end as the previous car. 
Concerning. Otherwise, it’s a decent 
city car. But our eyes hurt. 



i 



PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

002 

RATING 

1.0 Passion 

£11,870 

15.9 

94 

71 

87 

87.3 

97 

6/10 

0.9T Passion 

£12,465 

11.2 

103 

90 

100 

85.7 

99 

7/10 

0.9T Brabus 

£20,705 

10.5 

112 

107 

125 

61.4 

104 

6/10 


Euro NCAP * * * > LxWxH in mm: 3495, 1665, 1555, 35-litre fuel 


Euro NCAP ***** LxWxH in mm: 3560x1640x1480, 35-litre fuel tank, 185/975-litre boot, 3 engines, 4 trims, 4 models in total, 

tank, 251/951-litre boot, 2 engines, 4 trims, 12 models in total. 


FABIA 


The Polo and Ibiza get a new platform; 
the Fabia... gets some new headlights. 
Fine enough car, though. 



i 


SSANGYONG 


TopGear on SsangYong: 

Still mired where the rest of the Koreans languished 
decades ago. Very cheap, for very good reason. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG C02 RATING 
1.0 S £12,840 14.7 107 75 70 57.6 111 6/10 

1.0TSE £15,495 9.5 122 108 148 64.2 103 7/10 

Euro NCAP . * * * * LxWxH in mm: 3992x1732x1467,45-litre fuel 
tank, 330/1150-litre boot, 3 engines, 5 trims, 10 models in total. 


OCTAVIA 


Skoda, VW’s practicality-obsessed arm, 
gives you all the car you’ll ever need. 
Facelift gives, erm... more headlights. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

C02 

RATING 

1.0TSE 

£19,005 

9.9 

126 

113 

148 

62.8 

110 

7/10 

2.0T vRS 

£25,690 

8.7 

155 

227 

258 

43.5 

149 

7/10 

1.6d SE 

£21,115 

10.6 

122 

113 

184 

74.3 

106 

7/10 

2.0d L&Kest’ 4x4 £30,940 

8.5 

134 

148 

251 

64.2 

126 

TBA 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4670x1814x1448, 50-litre fuel 
tank, 590/1580-litre boot, 9 engines, 8 trims, 45 models in total. 


TIVOLI 


Neat-looking crossover is SsangYong’s 
more practical take on the Nissan Juke. 

Storming value but not bad to own either. 

PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG C02 RATING 
1.6 SE £13,495 12.0 106 126 118 44.1 149 5/10 


Euro NCAP * * * LxWxH in mm: 4195/4440x1795x1590, 471 tank, 
423-litre boot (720-litre XLV), 2 engines, 3 trims, 12 models in total. 


1KORANDO 1 

\ r 

Bigger than the Tivoli and also less 
good. Still, not as offensive as it could 
be, and a lot of car of the money. 




PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG C02 RATING 
2.2d SE 4x4 £19,345 9.9 115 176 295 48.7 152 5/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4410x1830x1710, 57-litre fuel tank, 
486/1312-litre boot, 1 engine, 5 trims, 6 models in total. 


SUPERB 


Enormous Skoda catches Audi-itus. 
Styled with ruler, but we don’t care 
because it’s like an A8 for A3 money. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

C02 

RATING 

1.4TSE 

£23,250 

8.6 

137 

148 

184 

54.3 

119 

8/10 

2.0d SE 

£24,210 

9.1 

137 

148 

251 

65.7 

112 

8/10 

2.0d SE L estate 

£30,885 

8.1 

146 

187 

295 

87.3 

110 

9/10 

2.0T 4x4 Sp’ est’ 

£36,650 

5.8 

155 

276 

258 

39.2 

164 

9/10 


Euro NCAP v** ** LxWxH in mm: 4861x1864x1470, 66-litre fuel 
tank, 625/1760-litre boot, 7 engines, 5 trims, 50 models in total. 


KAROQ 


Bemoan the demise of the Yeti all you 
like; the Karoq is a better car in every 
respect - barring personality, of course. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

C02 

RATING 

1.0TSE 

£20,880 

10.6 

116 

113 

148 

53.3 

119 

8/10 

1.5TSE L 

£24,520 

8.4 

126 

148 

184 

51.4 

cn 

8/10 


Euro NCAP * ** * i LxWxH in mm: 4382x1841x1603, 50/55-litre fuel 
tank, 521/1630/1810-litre boot, 4 engines, 3 trims, 10 models in total. 


SUBARU_ 


TopGear on Subaru: 

Ex-WRC legend seems to be rebuilding its brand with 
chunky, rugged 4x4 estates and saloons. And the BRZ. 



OUTBACK 


More of the unfashionable same from 
Subaru, but that’s what owners love. 
New one is handily sized, very capable. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG C02 RATING 
2.0 Premium £33,010 10.2 123 173 173 38.7 166 6/10 

Euro NCAP ***** LxWxH in mm: 4815x1840x1605, 60-litre fuel 
tank, 559/1848-litre boot, 2 engines, 2 trims, 3 models in total. 


LEVORG 


If you write the name backwards, it 
spells "grovel’. We’re not sure what to 
do with that information. 



i 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG C02 RATING 
1.6TGT £30,010 8.9 130 168 184 39.8 164 6/10 

Euro NCAP * ** * * LxWxH in mm: 4690x1780x1490, 60-litre fuel 
tank, 522/1466-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 


FOR ALL THE FACTS AND STATS YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT EVERY CAR ON SALE IN THE UK GO TO 






























































An entirely excellent small, sharp coupe 
that's not at all like an Impreza. In a 
good way. Rather like a Toyota GT86... 



2.0 SE Lux 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG C02 RATING 

£26,525 7.6 140 197 151 36.2 180 9/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4240x1780x1430, 55-litre fuel tank, 
245-litre boot, 1 engine, 2 trims, 2 models in total. 



FORESTER 


Lacks school run glam, but that’s not the 
point - this is rugged transport. Pity the 
z40bhp XT Turbo is so ignorable. 


_ PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG C02 RATING 

2.0d XC £28,995 9.9 118 145 258 49.6 148 7/10 

Euro NCAP * w* ** LxWxH in mm: 4560x1780x1700, 64-litre fuel 
tank, 450/1610-litre boot, 3 engines, 4 trims, 6 models in total. 



IMPREZA 


Subaru at its most basic. The 
ingredients are there - AWD, boxer 
engine - as is the loyal fan base. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG 002 RATING 
2.0 SE £25,010 9.8 127 154 145 42.8 147 5/10 

Euro NCAP * **** LxWxH in mm: 4420x1740x1465, 55-litre fuel 
tank, 380/1270-litre boot, 1 engine, 2 trims, 2 models in total. 


Miniature Outback or off-road Levorg? 
Er, neither, really. It’s an Impreza on stilts. 
Decent-looking thing, though. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

002 

RATING 

2.0 SE Premium 

£28,510 

10.4 

121 

154 

145 

40.9 

155 

5/10 

1.6 SE 

£25,000 

13.9 

109 

112 

111 

44.1 

145 

T6A 


Euro NCAP ■ LxWxH in mm: 4450x1570x1615, 60-litre fuel 

tank, 380/1270-litre boot, 2 engines, 2 trims, 7 models in total. 



SUZUKI 


TopGear on Suzuki: 

Purveyor of rather cheap and quite unpretentious SUVs 
and city cars. Swift and Ignis are the happiest picks. 


SWIFT 


Like the old one, by not trying too hard, 
this no-nonsense supermini succeeds in 
being rather good. Sport is joyous fun. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG 002 RATING 
1.0TSZ-T £13,999 10.8 121 109 125 81.4 104 7/10 

1.4T Sport £17,999 8.1 130 138 170 50.4 135 8/10 

1.2 SZ3 £11,888 11.8 112 89 89 65.7 98 6/10 

Euro NCAP i LxWxH in mm: 3840x1735x1495, 37-litre fuel 
tank, 265/579-litre boot, 3 engines, 4 trims, 6 models in total. 


A car that proudly wears its cheapness 
on its sleeve. Do you like unsophisticated 
unpretentiousness? You’ll love this. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG 002 RATING 



1.2 SZ5 
1.2 SZ5 4x4 


£14,499 11.8 106 
£15,499 11.5 103 


65.7 97 
60.1 106 


7/10 

7/10 


Euro NCAP - w* LxWxH in mm: 3700x1660x1595, 35-litre fuel 
tank, 267/501-litre boot, 1 engine, 3 trims, 4 models in total. 


S-CROSS 


Out with the SX4, in with the S-Cross. 
Same Qashqai-rivalling concept, same 
slight surprise at how decent it is. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG 002 RATING 

1.0 Boost’SZ-T £20,749 11.0 112 109 125 58.5 113 6/10 



Euro NCAP LxWxH in mm: 4300x1765x1575, 50-litre 

fuel tank, 430-litre boot, 3 engines, 3 trims, 6 models in total. 



VITARA 


This one caught us rather by surprise. 
Vitara is a perfectly good alternative to a 
Qashqai or Juke. Well done, Suzuki. 


_ PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG 002 RATING 

1.6d SZ-T £19,499 11.5 112 118 236 70.6 106 7/10 

Euro NCAP v * * * - LxWxH in mm: 4175x1775x1610, 47-litre fuel 
tank, 375/710-litre boot, 3 engines, 4 trims, 8 models in total. 


TESLA 


51 - 


TopGear on Tesla: 

All-electric cars done properly. Model S is so good, you 
could almost use one as your one and only car. Almost. 


MODELS 


The most credible alternative to the 
German execs yet launched. Fast, well 
designed and utterly silent. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 002 

RATING 

75D 

£65,550 

4.2 

140 

510 

487 

0 

8/10 

100D 

£87,050 

4.1 

155 

510 

487 

0 

9/10 

P100D 

£123,050 

2.5 

155 

611 

713 

0 

9/10 


Euro NCAP ***** LxWxH in mm: 4970x1964x1445, no fuel tank, 
745/1645-litre boot, 3 power outputs, 3 trims, 3 models in total. 


MODEL X 


An SUV EV with Porsche pace. And 
'falcon’ doors. Pricey, but isn’t this what 
the future was supposed to look like? 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 002 

RATINE 

75D 

£71,350 

4.9 

130 

518 

487 

0 

8/10 

100D 

£88,050 

4.7 

155 

518 

487 

0 

9/10 

P100D 

£129,100 

2.9 

155 

611 

713 

0 

9/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 5036x1999x1684, no fuel tank, 
200/2490-litre boot, 3 power outputs, 3 trims, 3 models in total. 


TOYOTA 


TopGear on Toyota: 

Maker of many boring things. And the GT86. Which is 
so good, it almost makes up for the rest of ’em. 


AYGO 

L_*&—^ 

Face-lifted city car now looks like it’s 
trying to be one of the X-Men. Still 
cheap, still good around town. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG 002 RATING 
1.0 x-play £10,510 13.8 99 71 70 68.9 93 6/10 

1.0 x-claim £14,200 13.8 99 71 70 68.9 93 6/10 


Euro NCAP **** LxWxH in mm: 3455x1615x1460, 35-litre fuel 
tank, 168-litre boot, 1 engine, 5 trims, 10 models in total. 


YARIS 


A key car for Toyota in Europe. The 
engine choice is reasonable, the Hybrid i 
OK, but it's not as clever as it usedto be, 



1.5 Icon 
1.5h Icon 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG 002 RATING 

£15,600 11.0 109 109 100 58.9 109 4/10 

£17,895 11.8 103 98 92 85.6 75 4/10 


Euro NCAP * LxWxH in mm: 3890x1700x1510,42-litre fuel 
tank, 347/768-litre boot, 4 engines, 4 trims, 11 models in total. 


1.2 SZ3 

£11,499 

11.8 

106 

89 

89 

61.4 

104 

7/10 

1.2 SZ-T 

£12,999 

12.2 

106 

89 

89 

61.4 

104 

7/10 


AURIS 


For people who want a Prius, but don’t 
want to be seen in a Prius. Possibly 
Britain’s worst driven car. Maybe. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG 002 RATING 
1.2T Icon £ 20,160 10. 1 124 113 136 58.9 112 6/10 

1.8h Icon £22,510 10.9 112 134 105 80.7 82 6/10 



Euro NCAP * * * * LxWxH in mm: 4330x1760x1475, 50-litre fuel 
tank, 435/1199-litre boot, 5 engines, 5 trims, 30 models in total. 



PRIUS 


It looks totally bizarre, but the weird 
styling conceals a well-resolved hybrid. 
Note the economy: who needs diesel? 


P RICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG C02 RATING 
1.8h Active £24,245 10.6 112 118 105 83.1 78 7/10 

1.8h PHEV £31,695 11.1 112 118 105 235 28 7/10 

Euro NCAP ■ ** * * LxWxH in mm: 4540x1760x1470,45-litre fuel 
tank, 445/1120-litre boot, 1 engine, 4 trims, 4 models in total. 



Crossover SUV. Bit tedious, but so are 
most of its competitors. Hybrid version 
is like a big Prius. 



MIRAI 


Powered only by hydrogen and smug¬ 
ness, the Mirai is proof hydrogen cars 
are ready for the mainstream. Nearly. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG 002 RATING 
Mirai FCV £66,000 9.6 111 152 247 N/A 0 7/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4890x1815x1535, 5kg hydrogen 
tank, 361-litre boot, 1 powertrain, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 


A gobbier face, smaller steering wheel 
and new media system, but everything 
else is wonderfully old-school. 



2.0 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG 002 

£27,285 7.7 130 197 151 36.2 180 


RATING 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4240x1780x1430, 50-litre fuel tank, 
245-litre boot, 1 engine, 2 trims, 2 models in total. 


Wacky-looking crossover aims to taser 
Toyota’s ailing creativity. Actually city¬ 
sized, which is something. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

002 

RATING 

1.2T Icon 

£21,880 

10.9 

118 

113 

137 

47.8 

135 

8/10 

1.8h Icon 

£24,220 

11.0 

106 

120 

105 

74.3 

86 

7/10 


Euro NCAP < ■»*** LxWxH in mm: 4360x1795x1555,45-litre fuel 
tank, 377-litre boot, 2 engines, 3 trims, 8 models in total 



LAND CRUISER 


If your commute involves sections 
of the Kalahari, this is your best bet. 
Otherwise, look elsewhere. 


_ PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG C02 RATING 

2.8d Icon £48,055 12.7 109 174 332 39.2 194 5/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4760x1885x1890,87-litre fuel tank, 
403/1695-litre boot, 1 engine, 3 trims, 3 models in total. 


VAUXHALL 




TopGear on Vauxhall: 

Along with Ford, the bread and butter of British motoring. 
Even though one’s American and the other’s now French. 


They called it the Adam. They should 
have called it the Cheryl. Cute, but 
short of panache. Blame its upbringing. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

002 

RATING 

1.4 Slam 

£16,360 

11.5 

115 

98 

96 

53.3 

125 

7/10 

1.4TS 

£18,875 

8.5 

130 

148 

162 

47.9 

139 

8/10 


Euro NCAP * ** * LxWxH in mm: 3740x1680x1590, 45-litre fuel 
tank, 170/663-litre boot, 5 engines, 7 trims, 18 models in total. 


Vauxhall revives Viva name, but only in 
the UK. Viva is called Karl elsewhere. Is 
quite cheap. Also quite cheerful. 


_ PRICE 0-B 2 MPH BHP LB FT MPG 002 RATING 

1.0 SE £10,175 13.1 108 72 70 54.3 117 6/10 

Euro NCAP * * * * LxWxH in mm: 3675x1595x1485, 32-litre fuel 
tank, 206/1013-litre boot, 1 engine, 2 trims, 3 models in total. 



CORSA 


Lovely little 1.0-litre turbo, very refined 
and vastly improved all round. But it’s 
still a Vauxhall. Need we say more? 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

002 

RATING 

1.4 Design 3dr 

£12,975 

14.9 

101 

74 

96 

50.4 

130 

6/10 

1.4TSE 5dr 

£16,640 

11.0 

115 

98 

148 

51.4 

128 

6/10 

1.6T VXR 3dr 

£20,185 

6.8 

143 

202 

180 

37.7 

174 

6/10 


Euro NCAP « »» > LxWxH in mm: 4020x1736x1479,45-litre fuel 
tank, 285/1120-litre boot, 7 engines, 8 trims, 76 models in total. 


ASTRA 


Yes, yawn, it’s the new Astra. Trouble 
is, this one really takes the fight to the 
Focus. Onboard connectivity is superb. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

002 

RATING 

1.0T Design 

PRICE 

£18,350 

0-62 

10.5 

MPH 

124 

BHP 

103 

LB FT 

125 

MPG 

64.2 

002 

124 

RATING 

7/10 

2.0d Icon 

£27,495 

9.6 

121 

141 

CO 

CO 

CM 

60.1 

CO 

8/10 

1.4T SRi 

£21,570 

7.8 

134 

148 

181 

51.4 

128 

7/10 

2.5h Icon 

£29,550 

8.3 

112 

195 

155 

55.4 

115 

6/10 

1.6d Elite 

£24,615 

9.0 

127 

136 

CO 

CO 

CM 

72.4 

103 

7/10 


Euro NCAP n/a LxWxH in mm: 4605x1845x1675, 56/60-litre fuel 
tank, 547-litre boot, 3 engines, 5 trims, 10 models in total. 


Euro NCAP * * * *> LxWxH in mm: 4370x1871x1485, 48-litre fuel 
tank, 370/1210-litre boot, 8 engines, 5 trims, 41 models in total. 


FOR ALL THE FACTS AND STATS YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT EVERY CAR ON SALE IN THE UK GO TO 


SUBARU-VAUXHALL 


























































VAUXHALL-VUHL 



INSIGNIA GRAND SPORT 


Say hello to your next company car. 
Comfortable cruiser, quieter than 
before and entirely unmemorable. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPB 002 RATINE 
1.6d Des’ Nav £20,485 9.9 131 134 236 65.7 114 6/10 

2.0d Elite Nav £26,985 8.2 140 168 295 54.3 136 6/10 

Euro NCAP ■** ** * LxWxH in mm: 4830x1860x1530, 70-litre fuel 
tank, 530/1470-litre boot, 9 engines, 6 trims, 106 models in total. 


PASSAT 


The driver likes to pretend he’s an exec, 
when in truth he’s a rep that’s made his 
monthly bonus. Fine car, though. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPB 

002 

RATING 

1.6d S 

£24,170 

10.8 

128 

118 

185 

70.6 

105 

6/10 

2.0d S 

£25,295 

8.7 

137 

148 

251 

67.3 

109 

6/10 

2.0d GT 

£29,130 

7.9 

147 

187 

ro 

CO 

CJl 

67.3 

109 

6/10 



CROSSLAND X 


Vauxhall thinks MPVs are dead, clearly, 
because it’s replaced the Meriva with 
yet another crossover. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPB 002 RATINE 
1.2T Elite Nav £20,330 10.6 117 108 151 57.6 111 7/10 

Euro NCAP LxWxH in mm: 4212x1825x1597,45-litre fuel 

tank, 410/1255-litre boot, 5 engines, 5 trims, 25 models in total. 


Euro NCAP > LxWxH in mm: 4767x1832x1456, 59/66-litre fuel 

tank, 586/1152-litre boot, 4 engines, 5 trims, 26 models in total. 


ARTEON 


VW’s 'not a replacement for the CC’ kind 
of is. Looks great, but still won’t set your 
trousers on fire. But do you want that? 



2.0T R-Line 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPB 002 RATINE 

£39,850 5.6 155 276 258 38.7 164 7/10 


GRANDLANDX 


Vauxhall’s SUV uses the Peugeot 3008 
platform to lesser effect. Comfy, safe 
and packed with tech, but so very dull. 



Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4800x1860x1420, 70-litre fuel tank, 
532-litre boot, 3 engines, 5 trims, 10 models in total. 


T-ROC 


If you needed an object lesson on what 
'phoning it in’ looks like, try the T-Roc. 
It’s safe, in every sense of the word. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPB 

002 

RATING 


PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPB 

002 

RATING 

1.2T Tech Line 

£22,755 

11.1 

117 

128 

170 

55.4 

117 

5/10 

1.0TSE 

£20,620 

10.1 

116 

113 

148 

55.4 

117 

7/10 

1.5d Elite 

£28,780 

12.2 

115 

128 

221 

67.3 

110 

5/10 

1.5T Design 

£23,095 

8.4 

127 

148 

184 

53.3 

121 

7/10 

Euro NCAP 


54-litre fuel 

2.0T SEL 4x4 

£31,690 

7.2 

134 

187 

236 

41.5 

155 

7/10 



ZAFIRA TOURER 


New lights and bumpers, plus on-board 
wi-fi to distract passengers from the 
wallowy handling and droning engines. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPB 002 RATINE 

2.0d Tech Line £24,795 9.1 129 168 280 57.7 129 6/10 

Euro NCAP - *** i LxWxH in mm: 4600x1850x1760, 65-litre fuel 
tank, 420/1420-litre boot, 2 engines, 6 trims, 16 models in total. 


Euro NCAP ** v * LxWxH in mm: 4234x1819x1573, 55-litre fuel 
tank, 445-litre boot, 3 engines, 3 trims, 6 models in total. 


TOURAN 


New Touran sits on same MQB architec¬ 
ture as latest Golf. As before, a dull but 
capable way to ferry many people. 



1.6d SE 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPB 002 RATINE 

£27,130 11.9 116 113 185 61.4 119 6/10 


VOLKSWAGEN 

CfXT] 

TopGear on Volkswagen: 

Quietly brilliant, thoroughly deserving of every 
chucked its way. Up anaGolf particular highligL 

accolade 

its. 


Euro NCAP r LxWxH in mm: 4527x1814x1628, 58-litre fuel 

tank, 137/1857-litre boot, 5 engines, 4 trims, 11 models in total. 


SHARAN 


More VW MPV-ery, this time quite 
good. It’s comfortable, practical, seats 
seven easily and gets decent engines. 



A VW city car you want to own, with 
neat styling and packaging to shame 
Ikea’s finest. GTI is all kinds of cheap fun. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPB 

002 

RATINE 

1.4T SE 

£30,505 

10.7 

122 

148 

177 

43.5 

150 

7/10 

2.0d SE 

£32,280 

10.3 

124 

148 

251 

56.5 

130 

7/10 

Euro NCAP ***** LxWxH in mm: 4850x1900x1720, 70-litre fuel 



PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPB 

002 

RATING 

1 .OT GTI 

£14,055 

8.8 

122 

113 

142 

58.9 

110 

8/16 

1.0T High 5dr 

£13,120 

9.9 

114 

89 

118 

60.1 

108 

8/16 


tank, 300/2297-litre boot, 4 engines, 4 trims, 11 models in total. 


Euro NCAP ***** LxWxH in mm: 3540x1640x1490, 35-litre fuel 
tank, 251/951-litre boot, 3 engines, 4 trims, 24 models in total. 


A comprehensive little supermini that 
feels like a smaller Golf - and there’s 
nothing wrong with that. 


TIGUAN 


Smart-looking all-new Tiguan is bigger 
than the old car and now a much more 
able Discovery Sport alternative. 





PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPB 

002 

RATING 

2.0d SE Nav 

£29,225 

9.3 

127 

148 

251 

58.9 

125 

7/10 

2.0T R-Line 

£36,145 

7.7 

129 

178 

CO 

CO 

CM 

39.8 

165 

7/10 



PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPB 

002 

RATING 

1 .OT beats 

£17,360 

10.8 

116 

94 

129 

62.8 

103 

7/10 

2.0T GTI 

£21,520 

8.7 

147 

197 

236 

47.9 

134 

7/10 


Euro NCAP ***** LxWxH in mm: 4486x1839x1632, 60-litre fuel 
tank, 615/1650-litre boot, 2 engines, 5 trims, 12 models in total. 


Euro NCAP LxWxH in mm: 4053x1751x1446,45-litre fuel 

tank, 351-litre boot, 2 engines, 3 trims, 6 models in total. 


The best done better than ever. You 
need no other hatchback. So don’t 
waste your time looking. 




PRICE 

1.5T SE 5dr £22,630 

2.0T GTI Per’ 5dr £31,755 

2.0T R 5dr £33,535 

2.0d GTD 5dr £28,465 


0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPB C02 RATINE 

9.1 130 128 148 58.9 113 8/10 

6.2 155 242 273 44.8 144 8/10 

5.1 155 306 280 37.7 180 9/10 

7.5 143 181 258 61.4 125 8/10 


TOUAREG 


Underpinned by a new chassis and 
stuffed full of tech, the Touareg ditches 
its off-road cred for on-road luxe. 


3.0d SEL 
3.0d R-Line 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4878x1985x1709, 85-litre fuel 
tank, 810/1800-litre boot, 2 engines, 3 trims, 6 models in total. 



Volvo’s little crossover majors in what 
you want from one - all-weather safety, 
comfort and practicality. Job done. 


_ PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPB 002 RATINE 

2.0d D4 R-Desi’ £34,470 7.9 130 187 295 58.5 127 8/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4425x1910x1658, 54-litre fuel 
tank, 586/1335-litre boot, 5 engines, 6 trims, 34 models in total. 



At last, a BMW 3-Series rival that’s actu¬ 
ally a 3-Series size. Good engines, nice 
interior, but no 3-Series to drive. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPB C02 RATINE 
1.5T T4 Busi’ £22,950 7.2 143 187 221 48.7 131 8/10 

2.0d D4 Busi’ £25,710 7.6 143 187 295 72.8 102 7/10 

Euro NCAP * * v* * LxWxH in mm: 4630x1860x1490,67-litre fuel 
tank, 339-litre boot, 8 engines, 5 trims, 36 models in total. 


Sensible and safe, just as you’d expect. 
The estate car of choice if comfort 
means more to you than handling. 



LB FT 

MPB 

002 

RATING 

295 

64.2 

117 

8/10 

ro 

CD 1 

CJl 

64.2 

117 

8/10 


PRICE 0-62 MPH I 

2.0 D4 Moment’ £32,810 7.2 140 187 295 84.2 117 

2.0 D4 Inscrip’ £36,310 7.2 140 187 295 64.2 117| _ 

Euro NCAP LxWxH in mm: 4761x1916x1427, 55-litre fuel 

tank, 529-litre boot, 2 engines, 4 trims, 8 models in total. 


Think XC90, only a bit lower and without 
the two extra seats. Much Swedish 
coolness thrown in for free. 



PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPB 

002 

RATING 

2.0d D4 Momen’ £35,760 

8.2 

143 

187 

295 

64.2 

ro 

CO 

8/10 

2.0TT8 Ins’Pro £58,055 

4.8 

155 

385 

472 

147 

48 

8/10 


Euro NCAP * * ** ■ LxWxH in mm: 4963x1895x1443, 55-litre fuel 
tank, 500-litre boot, 2 engines, 2 trims, 4 models in total. 



Big estates are back, and the V90 is our 
favourite. Get it in soft hues with a bright 
interior. Very zen. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPB 002 RATINE 

2.0d D4 Momen’ £37,760 8.5 140 187 295 82.8 129 8/10 

2.0T T8 Ins’ Pro £60,055 4.8 155 385 472 147 49 9/10 

Euro NCAP * » * * * LxWxH in mm: 4936x1895x1475, 55-litre fuel 
tank, 723/1526-litre boot, 2 engines, 2 trims, 4 models in total. 



New mini-XC90 will be Volvo’s bread 
and butter in the UK. Good thing it’s 
not messed it up, then. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPB 002 RATINE 

2.0T T5 R-D’ Pro £48,385 6.8 137 247 258 38.7 178 8/10 

Euro NCAP ***** LxWxH in mm: 4688x2117x1658, 60-litre fuel 
tank, 635/n/a-litre boot, 3 engines, 6 trims, 16 models in total. 


Everything we hoped it would be, and 
more besides. Superb safety systems, 
fantastic tech ana practicality. 


PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPB 

002 

RATINE 


PRICE 0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPB 

002 

RATING 

£51,595 

6.1 

146 

282 

443 

40.9 

182 

TBA 

2.0d D5 Momen’ 

£50,985 7.4 

137 

ro 

ro 

oo 

347 

49.6 

158 

9/10 

£55,095 

6.1 

146 

ro 

CO 

ro 

443 

40.9 

182 

8/10 

2.0T T6 R-Des’ 

£57,435 6.1 

143 

306 

295 

34.9 

187 

9/10 


VOLVO 


2.0TT8 Inscrip’ £68,570 5.6 143 385 472 114.2 59 9/10 

Euro NCAP ■ * * LxWxH in mm: 4950x2008x1776, 50/71-litre fuel 

tank, 397/1951-litre boot, 3 engines, 3 trims, 9 models in total. 


Euro NCAP ***** LxWxH in mm: 4258x1799x1492, 50-litre fuel 
tank, 380/1270-litre boot, 9 engines, 9 trims, 54 models in total. 

u 


TopGear on Volvo: 

Far removed from Volvo of old, and far more than just 
boxes on wheels. Even though they are boxy. 


VUHL 



BEETLE 


A sportier Beetle? Does that make this a 
cockroach? Never mind, the retro VW now 
has a smattering of driver appeal. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPB 002 RATINE 
1.4T Design £22,090 8.7 126 148 185 49.6 132 7/10 

Euro NCAP * * *»* LxWxH in mm: 4640x1770x1480, 68-litre fuel 
tank, 510-litre boot, 4 engines, 4 trims, 14 models in total. 


Volvo finally pulls its finger out and gets 
serious about the premium hatchback. 
Now facelifted with an XC90 front end. 


2.0d D3 R-Des’ 
2.0T T3 R-Des’ 



TopGear on Vuhl: 

Thought up by a pair of Mexican brothers with a 
background in industrial design. 05 is a promising start. 


Looks like a little British track thing. 
Isn’t. Mexican money, Italian design, 
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0-62 
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LB FT 
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RATING 










£26,650 

7.9 

130 

148 

CO 

CO 

CM 

74.3 

121 

8/10 


PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

NIPB 

C02 

RATING 

£24,750 

8.9 

149 

150 

184 

47.9 

139 

8/10 

2.0T 

£59,995 

3.7 

152 

285 

310 

n/a 

n/a 

7/10 


Euro NCAP * ** * • LxWxH in mm: 4370x1857x1470,62-litre fuel 
tank, 335/1032-litre boot, 4 engines, 6 trims, 24 models in total. 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 3718x1876x1120, 40-litre fuel 
tank, 70-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 


FOR ALL THE FACTS AND STATS YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT EVERY CAR ON SALE IN THE UK GO TO 




























































TAILORED FINANCE 
FOR STUNNING CARS 



Call one of our experts now for a competitive quote on 

020 3813 7019 or visitjbrcapital.com 

Finance and terms subject to status. Advances between £25,000 and £10m. 


5TRUSTPIL0T 

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 














n he 166 won the Mille Miglia in 1948 
and again in 1949. Such feats from 
a nascent Italian car manufacturer 
were amazingly impressive, and 
inspired the 166 MM. Ferrari would anoint Pinin 
Farina his preferred creative partner in 1951, 
but until then a multitude of Italy’s carrozzeria 
were tasked with clothing the chassis. Touring of 
Milan was renowned, not least for its lightweight 
‘superleggera’ technique that artfully encased the 
166’s tubular steel chassis in aluminium panels of 
breathtaking beauty and simplicity. 

From the distinctive egg-crate grille to its pert 
posterior, the 166 MM was a perfect evocation of 
the artisan’s skill. The car was done entirely by 
eye. It was powered by Gioacchino Colombo’s 
magnificent V12, a 2.0-litre bored and stroked for 
duty in the 166, and with a consequent increase in 
power to 140bhp. No wonder Ferrari got himself 
on the radar: this was heady stuff in the Forties. 

But the 166 MM’s exalted place in the grand 
scheme of things is also attributable to the victory 
scored by Luigi Ghinetti in the 1949 Le Mans 24 
Hours, the first to be held in the wake of WWII. 
Amazingly, he used the same car that had just won 
the Mille Miglia, following its purchase by British 
aristocrat driver Lord Selsdon. 


So while the 166 MM is hugely significant in the 
Ferrari story, it’s nothing compared to the role 
played by the man who scored the first of Ferrari’s 
nine victories in the world’s most famous race. 
Aged just 16, Ghinetti joined Alfa Romeo’s R8cD 
department, which is where he first met Enzo 
Ferrari, at the time one of Alfa’s principal drivers. 
His first race was 1925’s Paris Six Hours; just six 
years later, he won Le Mans for the first time. 

In 1934, he set up his own race team, Ecurie 
Bleue. He used the 1940 Indianapolis 500 as a fig 
leaf to escape fascist Europe. He became a US 
citizen in 1946, but hooked up with Enzo Ferrari 
on a visit to Modena that same year. It was he who 
persuaded Ferrari to enter Le Mans; perhaps more 
importantly it was Ghinetti who first turned Enzo 
onto the opportunity the US market represented. 

Luigi Ghinetti Motors opened for business in 
Manhattan in April 1954, Ferrari’s first US 
distributor; four years later, he founded the North 
American Racing Team, which soon became 
successful on the rapidly evolving Fifties and 
Sixties racing scene. He died in 1994, aged 93, 
having helped shape the destiny of one of the 
world’s most revered companies. As for the 166 
MM, and the 24 hour race he won in it, its status 
as one of the coolest racing cars is irrefutable. 


WORDS: JASON BARLOW 
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KITVISION IMMERSE 360 

DUO ACTION CAMERA 

The world isn't flat and one dimensional, so why should 
your photos and videos be? Discover the Immerse 
360 Duo Action Camera: transform the way you 
capture life's adventures and relive every 
experience in 360°. Share more with built-in 
Wi-Fi, interact with your footage and photos 
through the purpose-built app, ana jump 
straight back into 
the action at the push of a button. 
Available online and in-stores 
www.kitvision.co.uk 
RRP £299.99 
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URBAN JACK 


Our range of naturally enriched Shave and 
Skincare products will make you rethink your 
daily regime. Our Revolution Shave Serum is a 
hybrid between traditional gel and oil. 
96% natural ingredients deliver incredible 
razor glide, moisturisation, smoothing and 
6 hour active protection against pollutants. 
Vegan friendly. Simple to use. 
Turn a chore into a pleasure. 
Use code 'JACKTG' for 15% discount 
on the range at urbanjack.com 
Or call 0203 633 4120 



POWERBALL® 

GYROSCOPES 

Powerballs rotor can spin at over 
20,000RPMs, faster than a FI engine 
powered only by your hands! 
Build Strength, Renab Injuries, 
Powerball® is the ultimate strength 
& rehabilitation device harnessing 
gyroscopic forces to make 
you stronger & healthier. 
To find out more please visit 
www.powerballs.com 
RRP £19.99 £129.99 
Get up to 30% off in-store 


GETTING YOU 

HOME SAFELY 

Do you have a spare wheel? Do you know how to fix a roadside puncture without 
a spare? Due to a regulation change, a large percentage of new vehicles are no 
longer supplied with a spare wheel. In a recent survey it was found that 
this is causing over 180,000 unnecessary recovery call outs. 

Road Hero is a solution to this problem, providing you with a space saver 
spare wheel & tyre, jack and tools, all packaged in a storage bag to keep 
your boot clean after use. Purchase your Road Hero from your 
local stockist and ensure you always get home safely. 

To find your local stockist visit 
www.road-hero.co.uk 



KITSOUNDDIGGIT 

OUTDOOR SPEAKER 



Take your music outside thanks to the KitSound Diggit Speaker. 
Stick it in the ground with its removable stake feature, 
play 360° sound via Bluetooth, and never worry about the 
Great British weather with its IP55 
water and sand resistance rating. 

IGODIGGIT 
Available from 
kitsound.co.uk 
andAmazon.co.uk 
RRP £39.99 



NICOMAN 

SPAGHETTI® CAR MATS 



The Mats to Surprise. 
Made from durable but soft-touch vinyl loops, 
which traps, hides dirt and moisture, 
it keeps your vehicle clean and hygienic, 
whilst easy to shake clean or jet-wash off. 
Rain or Shine, the Car Mats You've Always Wanted! 
Custom-Made to fit your car perfectly. 

www.nicoman.co.uk 
Use 'TGGG3' for 10% OFF 
Price from £24.99 



DU MAURIER 

WATCHES 

The Commodore by Du Maurier Watches. 
This Swiss-made diving watch is a 
Limited Edition of only 125 pieces. 
A classic combination of style & performance, 
a true dress-diver that looks as good 
with a suit as it does in the water. 

The Commodore 
with tan leather strap 
www.dumaurierwatches.com 
01462 220720 
RRP £465.00 
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(1) warranty direct 

A 8NP Paribas Card if Brand 



Reassuring and reliable 
vehicle protection 


To get a quote visit 

www.warrantydirect.co.uk or call 0800 7317001 today! 

Warranty Direct is a trading style of BNP Paribas Cardif Limited, Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, 
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MidlandCredit.co.uk 


Getting the Nation Driving 


NEED CAR FINANCE? 


BUY ANY CAR 

from any DEALER 

no deposit 

POOR CREDIT NO FEES 





26.9% APR REPRESENTATIVE 




ir theuk's 


MOST 

TRUSTED 


CAR FINANCE BROKER* 


% TRUST 



£3^000 to £50^000 ^ 


WO ADMIN FEES 



APPLY ONLINE NOW! 


www.midlandcredit.co. 




Or Call us NOW on 

03339 00 00 00 




Midland Credit Ltd is a licensed credit broker and not a Lender and Is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority for consumer credit 
FCA no. 732202.26.9% Apr representative written quotations available upon request, the rate you will be offered will depend upon your personal circumstances 
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Are you ready to get 
behind the wheel? 

Whether or not you have started taking 
lessons, we’re here to help you head in 
the right direction. We can help you learn 
to drive in your car, or that of a friend or 
parent, from less than £1 per day* without 
affecting their insurance. Call us today 
for a free no obligation quote. 


ADRIAN 

FLUX 


0800 085 5000 

adrianflux.co.uk 

Aurncm$«d ond regulated t>y ine financial Conduct Authority 
*8owd on taking out on annual policy tor £350. 


learner driver insurance 


ran 

I YEARS I 


Benefits available can include: 


Monthly policies available 

Claims won't affect friend's 
or relative’s NCB 


i Cover from Just £1 per day 

! Get practice without 
an Instructor 



(D CAPITAL CAR FINANCE 


2T 

er 

er 

er 

CD 

® 


We can deal with most new or used car 
dealers as long as they are UK based. 

You deal directLy with your own supplying 
dealer, all monies are paid directly to them. 

We specialise in discounted Low rate POP 
and Lease Purchase car finance schemes. 

We are a family business trading 10 years 
offering professional & friendly advice. 

Personal Contract Purchase 

on cars up to 3 years old 

Lease Purchase 

lowest finance rate ever! 


Telephone 01925 589020 

www.capitaLcarfinance.co.uk 


DRIVING 
EXPERIENCES 
ATTHRUXTON . 



152 OCTOBER 2018 


^ IQPGfAR COM 











































































Tuning^ Styling | Car Sales Prestige Car Hire Track Days & Events Registrations Insurances finance 


TopGear market place - 0207150 5216 



www. collie rb r i sto w. co m 


ScratchShield 

bucket Miter system 




* Prevents scratches & swirls 
« Keeps your water cleaner 

* Adjusts to fit most buckets 

* Protects your sponge/mitt 
from dirt, grit & debris 

* Lifetime Guarantee 


ONLY available 
from GOOD car 
accessory retailers 


Tel 0845 5820285 
sales@scratchshleid.co.uk 


FREE guide to scratch 
free washing 
from our website: 
www. sc rate h shi e Id .co.ufc 
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WIN YOUR DREAM CAR 




guaranteed 


WINNER^ 5 © 


£23 MILLION WORTH OF PRIZES WON SO FAR 
TICKETS FROM JUST 85p 

ENTER NOW AT B@TB.COM 
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Gold 

Trusted 

Service 

***** 

feefo^ 9 


Donald I^jissell 

Scotland's Finest Butcher 


+ You’ve never tasted * 

better steak 


HALF 

PRICE 


4 lean and hand-trimmed 
Pave Rump Medallions, 
total 240g 


FULL PRICE £59- 8ff 



2 Ribeyes, 
thick-cut, 
230g each 


Delivery is FREE! 

Worth £5.00 



Traditional v 
Steak Selection 


2 Sirloin Steaks, 230g each 
2 Ribeye Steaks, 230g each 
I Pave Rump Steak, I50g 
4 Pave Rump Medallions, in pack of 4,240g 


PLUS as an extra bonus you’ll receive... 



Ou r y ou 

If you’ve ever tasted better, or are not 
absolutely delighted, we will happily give 
you a replacement or a refund. 


Tazio Gagliardi 

Managing Director 


6 Mini Steak Burgers, 
hand made from prime steak cuts 
and nothing else 


r 




4 Pork Sausages, hand made with 
prime free-range pork 



52-page guide to cooking ail 

kinds of meats to perfection 


Fabulous meat and 
extraordinarily good value. H 

Nigella Lawson 


Your order will be professionally frozen at the peak of 
perfection and delivered FREE* direct to your door 



• Matured for up to 

35 days for the ultimate 
flavour and tenderness 

• Suppliers to the Royal 
Households and the best 
UK restaurants 

A cut above 
the rest 

Our master butchers use 
time-honoured traditional 
skills to hand-select only 
the finest cuts of delicious 
grass-fed UK beef for our 
discerning customers. 

1 1 

Tik 


visit donaldrussell.com/tgl804 or call 01467 629666 and quote code tgl804 

Lines open Mon - Fri 8am to 8pm, Sat 9am to 4pm, Sun 10am to 4pm. 


Donald Russell Ltd, Harlaw Road, Inverurie, Aberdeenshire, Scotland, AB514FR. Strictly limited to one per household. New customers only. 

For full terms and conditions check www.donaldrussell.com/tgl804 *Free standard delivery is available for UK mainland only. Additional surcharges may apply. 

If in doubt, please call 01467 629666, before ordering, to check. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other Donald Russell offer. Offer expires 31st December 2018. 
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WeatherTech 0 


Bespoke Car Mats 




Side Window Deflectors 


In-Window Channel 
Rain Guards 


Boot Liner with 
Bumper Protector 


For Cars, SUVs and 
Minivans 


Full Vehicle Sun & 
Privacy Shades 


Cargo Containment 
System 


TechShade® 



+442036081598 

Monday-Friday 09:00 - 17:30 

WeatherTech.co.uk 

wte@weathertech.com 

Accessories Available for 

Alfa Romeo • Audi • BMW • Cadillac • Chevrolet • Chrysler • Citroen • Dacia • Daihatsu • Dodge • Fiat • Ford • GMC • Honda • Hyundai 
Infiniti • Jaguar • Jeep • Kia • Lancia • Land Rover • Lexus • Maserati • Mazda • Mercedes-Benz • Mini • Mitsubishi • Nissan • Opel • Peugeot 
Porsche • Renault • Saab • Seat • Skoda • Smart • Subaru • Suzuki • Tesla • Toyota • Vauxhall • Volkswagen • Volvo 


©2018 by MacNeil IP LLC 
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Weighs less than 0.51b yet loads your 
arms and wrists with up to 60lbs of 
dynamic resistance just by spinning it 


It's a true beauty and a serious beast 
And quite probably the world's most 
powerful arm and wrist strengthened 


It's the ultimate speed machine, you've 
never experienced anything quite like it 


USE TGI 8 

FOR A 20% 
DISCOUNT 


—THE— 

ROOF 

BOX 


COMPANY 


Loads to carry? 

Roof boxes - Bike racks 



Atera r 1 im— tftyz; i;mno. 

rmiSfl THIftE’ 


Car bootliners 


^iscou^ 

se e-^f ^ 



Expert advice Huge choice ■/ Fast UK delivery */ 


roofbox.co.uk/TG 015396 21884 


BIGDUG 





Value Shelving Bays 


MEGA DEAL 


3X SHELVING BAYS 


u 


Cods 

Oescnp^tsi H xW* Dmm 

oir&r FTk? 
Ex VAT 

Cik-r Price Gsrnacpe TptarPric# 
In; VAT Wp VAT We VAT 

MD4B 

aaftr/s i7eCx $ 00 * 4^0 

£7fl 

EWL« 

e34 

£113,80 

fclCHBP 

teBffl 1750K 500 3t 

15 Sexes a 350 >. 450 

£119 

£142.80 

£24 

E TOO,SO 


* FREE Assembly Mallet 

* Load Capacity: 200kg UDL* per shelf 
‘ frames with chipboard decks 

Shelves adjust every 35mm 


FREE^ 


TOOL 


WITH YOUR NEXT Oflfllft 
0WRI50" EEKTtcuriHB 
OFFER ENDS 14.08.20f 8 

Quote Code TG20 


MJE .. = .' ••lornr.y Di^Crjipc ..oad frees re-t tnducfeu CODE 1(13(1 MUST SEOuOTEfi AT TlM£ Of OROER "Fr^ 11 Pise* To** : <11 wtU -vpary 
orde* ovEf E50 Including VAT S carriage BiGDUG reserves It-s right tp aijfefillitvtOTnd KjI lew a git oi equal value Oiler urn led la one 
rwstoniw one* w ct? T4 pa ig D^vary to Mainland UK only aji pTiQ&s oofreci atuma or going icpr&si Lmt-s cptn 

MOJi-fri Ssm-Bjpm. Sat-S-^ We rcrt*rv« n* right 1o eh5R(je ixe^jgti & ix-o^s jt any lime AH biteoityect 1o av^u^nty 

E*OE 0<| fl&jNO F-tn I Ml terms v&l WWW (>gdug CO uk &GDUCi L1- ; Riga Whsrt, fwiS-IO) RMa QIOuOBSrsr GL2 5DH 

03450 177 718 I WWW.BIGDUG.CO.LIK 
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ONLY AVAILABLE FROM GTECHNIQ ACCREDITED DETAILERS 


service.gtechniq.com 


CONFIDENCE 


INTRODUCING ULTRA-HARD CRYSTAL SERUM PROTECTION 


HARD LAYER 

PROTECTS 
AGAINST ABRASION 
& CHEMICALS 


PROFESSIONAL FINISH 

THE FIRST 
10H PAINT 
PROTECTION 


THE BEST AVAILABLE 

PRODUCT 
PERFORMANCE 
& FINISH 


EAR I GUARANTEE 


Crystal Serum Ultra is the best paint protection available, it keeps your 

car looking glossy and new, prolonging the life of your paintworks perfect finish. 

The molecular structure of the hard top layer is exceptionally chemical resistant. 

Crystal Serum Ultra can withstand even the strongest wash chemicals and bird droppings. 


CRYSTAL 
S SERUM 


GTECHniQ 


CRYSTAL 
SERUM . 


GTECHniQ 
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www.WOODFORDTRAILERS .com 


HIGH QUALITY TRAEtERS KM CLUB* PRIVATE ANO PRO HQTQRSIWTS 


Woodford Trailers has been designing and building trailers at their factory in 
Northamptonshire for over 20 years, making quality, well designed and adaptable 
products for Industrial. Soort and Leisure markets at comoetitive prices. 


sales@woodfordtrailers.com 

+44 (0)1327 263379 +44 (0)7473 4940693 14 Great Central Way, Woodford Halse, Northants NN113PZ 



DESIGNED & MANUFACTURED 
IN THE UNITED KINGDOM 


RIMS AVERS 

PERFORMANCE, STYLE 4 PROTECTION 

Cover up rim damage and save 
on wheel refurbishment costs 
by protecting your rims from 
kerb rash. 

Our easy to fit kits are suitable 
for either DJY or professional 
installation. 


B Suitable for all weather 
conditions. 

One size that fits most modern 
alloy wheels up to 22". 


Made from a tough and durable 
UV stable plastic. 

Wipe dean surface - not 
discoloured by brake dust. 


www:RIMSAVERS.com 


BEFORE 


AFTER 



CUSTOM EXHAUST SYSTEMS 


Hand crafted from 

stainless V Inconel V Titanium 

f @ 

CSKRACEEXHAU5TS 


\ D% OFF 

Code TG-1 □ 
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DMS AUTOMOTIVE 

UNLEASHING PERFORMANCE 


THE ULTIMATE IN 
PERFORMANCE UPGRADES 

AT DMS AUTOMOTIVE 
WE’VE BEEN UNLEASHING 
AUTOMOTIVE PERFORMANCE 
FOR OVER PC YEARS 


. y - 




DMS F10 MS "730BHP, 2Q0MPH+ TYRE-SHREDDING MONSTER" 

DMS MCLAREN 650S "REAL MUSCULARITY AND THE STRENGTH OF THE MID-RANGE IS STAGGERING" 

DMS M2 "MORE POWER DOES MEAN MORE FUN" 

DMS 1M E VO M “THERE'S A REAL RIP TO THE WAY THE REVS PILE ON ABOVE 4000RPM “ 

DMS 997 TURBO 3.8 POK : "DELIVERY IS ALMOST UNCOMFORTABLY FORCEFUL" 

DMS 5L6S BLACK SERIES "IT FEELS LIKE THE LOVE CHILD OF AN SL65 AND A PORSCHE GT2” 

DMS 1351 BM THE STANDARD CAR IS GREAT BUT DMS HAVE SOMEHOW MANAGED TO TAKE IT TO THE NEXT LEVEL" 

DMS 997 TURBO 3.6 "IT’S EPIC, HILARIOUS AND ADDICTIVE IN EVERYGEAR, YET DOCILE WHEN CRUISING" 


BELOW IS A SMALL SELECTION OF OUR MORE POPULAR UPGRADES: 


AUDI 

RS6 4 0TVH 700+BHP{+DE-LIMIT) 
RS6V10 680+BHP (+DE-LIMIT) 

2017 R8 V10 650BHP (+DE-UMIT) 

R8V10 592+0HP [+DE-LIMIT) 

RS4/R55 488+ BHP (+DE-UMIT) 
RS3/TTRS 420+ BHP FOE-LIMIT) 
RS3/TTRS (NEW) 480+ BHP (+DE-LIMIT) 
S3 7 GOLF R 375+ BHP (+DE-UMIT) 
3.0TDI (ALL MODELS) 315+BHP 
3.0 Bl-TDI (ALL MODELS) 380+ BHP 
07/A84.2TDI 400+BHP 

BMW 

M2 435BHPH DELIMIT) 

M3/M4 540+BHP (+DE-LIMIT) 

M5/M6 730+BHP (+DE-LIMIT) 

X5M7X6M 730+BHP (+DE-LIMIT) 
X5M50D/X6M50D 450BHP 
M135I/M235I 410+BHP 
i8 415BHP 

1201/2201/3201/4201 275+BHP 
116D/216D/316D 160BHP 
118D/218D/318D 225BHP 
120D/220D/320D/420D 240BHP 
3281/4281 295BHP 
3351/4351 410+BHP 
330D/430D/530D/730D 360BHP 
335D/435D/535D 395+BHP 
5501/6501 555+BHP (+DE-LIMIT) 
640D/740D 3958HP (+DE-LIMIT) 
X530D/X630D 360BHP 
X540D/X640D 395BHP 


MERCEDES-BENZ 
A45/CLA45 AMG 420+BHP 
AMGGT/GTS 560BHP(+DE- LIMIT) 
C43/E43/GLC43AMG 455BHP 
C63/63S 4.QT AMG 620+BHP 
C636.3AMG 530+BHP 
5004.7 BITURBO (ALL MODELS) 498+BHP 
63 AMG 5.5 BITURBO (ALL MODELS) 

700+BHP 

55 AMG KOMPRESSOH 60Q+BHP 
[+DE-LIMIT & SUSPENSION LOWERING) 
565 78QBH P {+ DE- LIM IT) 

SL65 AMG 690BHP (+DE-LIM1T) 

SL65 BLACK 720BHP (+DE-UMIT) 

SLK55AMG 420BHP 

200CDI [ALL MODELS) 173BHP 

220 GDI (ALL MODELS) 230BHP 

250 GDI (ALL MODELS) 260BHP 

C300 HYBRID 285BHP 

C30QE 350BHP 

C400/E400 400BHP 

350 GDI (ALL MODELS) 315BHP 

420/450CDI (ALL MODELS) 358BHP 

ALL 2017 RANGE ROVERS AVAILABLE 
RR 50SC/SVO/SVR STAGE1 600+BHP 
RR 50SC/SVO/SVR STAGE2 650+BHP 
2.Q/2.2 DIESEL (ALL MODELS) 220+BHP 
RR4 4TDV8 395 BHP 
RRTDV63.0D 305+BHP 
RRSDV630D 350+BHP 
DEFENDER 2.2 180BHP 


PORSCHE 

996TURBO/GT2 600+BHP 

997 TURBO3.6 625+BHP 

997GT2RS 670+BHP 

997 TURBO/S 3.8 INC PDK 611 BHP 

997GT3RS 480 BHP 

991.2 GT2RS CALL 

991 TURBO/5 (ALL MODELS) 750+BHP 

991 GT3 3.8 (ALL MODELS) 490+BHP 

991 GT3 RS 4.0 (ALL MODELS) 525+BHP 

997CARRERAS 376+BHP 

997 CARRERA PDK 368 BHP 

997 CARRERA £ PDK 400+ BHP 

997 CARRERA GTS 435 BHP 

991 CARRERA [ALLMODELS) 500+BHP 

991 CARRERA S (ALL MODELS) 500+BHP 

991 CARRERA GTS (ALL MODELS) 

540+BHP 

BOXSTER/CAYMAN 718 GTS 420+BHP 
BOXSTER/CAYMAN 718 S 420+BHP 
BOXSTER/CAYMAN 718 380+BHP 
BOXSTER/CAYMAN 981 GT4 430+BHP 
BOXSTER/CAYMAN 981 GTS 375+BHP 
BOXSTER/CAYMAN 981 S 345+BHP 
CAYENNE GTS 450 BHP 
CAYENNE TURBO 4.5 565+ BHP 
CAYENNE TURBO 4.8 (ALL MODELS) 

650+ BHP 

CAYENNE TURBO S 4.8 (ALL MODELS) 
650+ BHP 

CAYENNE 4 2 DIESEL 450+ BHP 
CAYENNE 3.0 DIESEL 318+ BHP 
MACANS 420+BHP 


MACANGTS 440+BHP 
MACAN TURBO (ALL MODELS) 480+BHP 
MACANS DIESEL 318+BHP 
PAN AMERA TURBO 600+BHP 
PANAMERA DIESEL 305+BHP 

EXOTIC / MISC 

FERRARI CALI T 660BHP 

FERRARI F12 780+BHP 

FERRARI 599 647 BHP 

FERRARI 488 750+BHP 

FERRARI 430 525 BHP 

MCLAREN MP4-12C 700BHP 

MCLAREN 650S 720 BHP 

MCLAREN 675LT 750BHP 

MCLAREN 570/S 680+BHP 

AVENTADOR 750+BHP 

HURACAN LP610 650BHP 

GALLARDO LP560 600+BHP 

BENTLEY 4.0 TV8 70QBHP 

BENTLEY GT/F-SPUR 680BHP 

GT SPEED/SUPERSPORT 690+BHP 

BENTAYGAW12 700+BHP 

MASER ATI GHIBU 3.0S PETROL 470 BHP 

MASER AT I GHIBU 3.0 PETROL 400 BHP 

MASERATI GHIBU 3.0DIESEL 312 BHP 

MASERATI GT/QPORT 438 BHP 

MASERATI GT S t MC 479+ BHP 


/DM S AUTO MOTIVE 


DESIGNED IN THE UK 
DEVELOPED AT OUR 

NURBURGRING 

TESTING FACILITIES 


UK S WORLDWIDI 

INSTALLATION 

CENTRES 


WWW.DM5AUTOMOTIVE.COM 

UK: 0800 030 5555 
INT: +44 800 030 5555 

SALES@D MSAUTO MOTIVE 
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Making it 
happen 



Charlie Turner 

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 


BEHIND THE SCENES THIS MONTH 



Who: pilot and co-pilot 
Where: mid-air, Mongolia 

Security is considerably lighter 
here than on the Heathrow/ 
Amsterdam route 



Who: Tom Ford 
Where: Tokyo, Japan 

Wookie, moth-like, is 
mesmerised by the bright 
lights of Tokyo 



Who: Team TG 
Where: Dunsfold, UK 

How many people does it take to 
load a motorcycle trailer? Many, 
minus Marriage and Harrison 



Who: Tom Harrison 
Where: Dunsfold, UK 

One runway light, mid-mend. 
Turns out that Tom Harrison is 
a dab hand at do it yourself 



Who: Elliott Webb 
Where: Trowell services, UK 

Elliott tries to stop the Lambos 
being popped. Photographer 
points out he’s just doing his job 



Who: a man 
Where: Tokyo, Japan 

Many team shirts were 
on display the the Super GT. 
This is our favourite 
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1000A 


genius BOOST+ 


ULTRASAFE* LITHIUM 
JUMP STARTERS. 


AVAILABLE AT: 

halfords 

amazon.co.uk 


ALSO TRY | 

MULTI-PURPOSE BATTERY CHARGERS 


genius 
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Road said coupe. 
Countryside said SUV. 
I say Arona. 


Do your thing. 


The new 
SEAT Arona. 



PQ X %BL Official fuel consumption for the SEAT Atona FR Sport t.0 TSI 115 PS In mpg 0 it res per 100km): urban 47,1 (6): extra-urban 64.2 (4.4): combined 56.S (S). 

Lrl) T t£3 COj emissions 114g/km. Standard. EU Test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results, image is not SEAT UK specifications. 






















